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Ontario Poised to Bury
its History

Then
& Now

REIMAGINING THE KINGSUMACH PLAZA

By Cynthia Wilkey, Co-Chair or the West Don Lands Committee

First Parliament Buildings
1796-1813
photo courtesy: JamesSalmonCollection ©1910, City of Toronto Archive Collection

Canadians are famous for neglecting their history
– both the bad history and the good. It is a curious
and frustrating characteristic.
Even our governments too often seem
completely indifferent to keeping and
sharing the stories that explain where
we came from—stories that also help us
understand where we are going.
The current plight of the First
Parliament Site at Front and Parliament
is a striking example of this neglect.
Parliament Street is named for Ontario’s
(then Upper Canada’s) First and Second
Parliament buildings that once stood
there. These buildings are perhaps most

well-known for having been burnt
down during the war of 1812 when
Toronto was invaded by the Americans.
Built in 1797, they stood on the city
block bounded by Front Street to the
South, Berkeley to the west and what
was then the shoreline of Lake Ontario
to the south.
This strategic location had also been the
site of Indigenous activity for thousands
of years, making this block of Toronto
a place where that continuous flow of
history, including the current challenge

10» CEREMONIAL
SHOVELS

of reconciliation, could potentially be
illuminated.

by Coralina Lemos, Historian and Author,
corktownhistory.com

The parliament buildings were rebuilt
in 1820 before succumbing to another
fire four years later. Later, the site
was home to the Home District Gaol,
a jail for the British Crown, before
eventually housing the headquarters
for the Consumers’ Gas Company.
More recently, the site has been home
to a carwash, a car dealership, and a
parking lot.

In 2015 a community
consultation took place
at Little Trinity Annex on
King Street East.

Although the buildings are long gone,
the opportunity to preserve and stand on
land that holds such important stories
about the shaping of our democracy has
been the focus of a 20-year effort, first
by community heritage advocates, such
as Rollo Myers and the late Steve Otto,
and then by local politicians George
Smitherman and Pam McConnell to
bring the First Parliament site into
public ownership. That objective was
achieved in 2012 and the City’s First
Parliament Master Plan was intended to
guide development of the site.
All this effort is about to be undone by
the province’s expropriation—or forced
sale—of the First Parliament Site. The
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The purpose of this gathering was to
discuss initial concepts and exchange
ideas for the improvements of four area
parks that included Little Trinity Church
Lands, Percy Park, Sackville Playground,
and the Sumach-Shuter Parkette.
Additional suggestions voiced by
attendees involved the possible
transformation of the King East parcels
under the Richmond Adelaide highway
overpasses. Consultation feedback
resulted in a Corktown Park Master Plan.
Currently, only two area parks await
revitalization; these include the
Sumach-Shuter Parkette and Little
Trinity Church Lands. According to Bob
Duguid, Senior Project Coordinator for
Parks, consultation for both projects is
expected to resume sometime in early
spring of this year.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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BURY ITS HISTORY CONTINUED

land will be developed by Infrastructure
Ontario, the above ground arm of
Metrolinx, and they’ve put forward
a development plan which puts
maximizing revenues for the Ontario
Line project ahead of conserving the
cultural heritage of the province.
Instead of a development that is aligned
with the demonstration scheme from
the Master Plan (which respects the
heritage elements such as the footprint
of the 1797 First Parliament Building
and commemorative space that can
become a community and tourism
hub), the province is pushing ahead

WINTER EDITION 2022

with their proposal (which buries the
archeological assets and proposed
commemorative space under more
than 970,000 sq ft of residential and
commercial development).
The three towers (46, 35, and 35 storeys)
in the Infrastructure Ontario Plan will
largely obliterate the footprint of the
First Parliament Building and reduce
commemorative space to the utilitarian
north-south passageway between the
tower podiums. The proposal also
reduces planned parkland on the site by
nearly 40%.
Community leaders and Councillors
Wong-Tam and Cressy have

been pushing back against the
expropriation and drawing attention
to the fact that the province is
determined to sell to a private
developer rather than preserving
the site as a civic asset. There has
also been a strong push for return
of the desperately needed and zoned
parkland, for a design that respects
the archaeologically sensitive areas
of the site, and for improvements of
building setbacks and street edge
design to improve the quality of Front
and Parliament streets at this location.
The resistance has resulted in some
important changes in the proposed
built form and the City has been
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WHAT’S UP IN CORKTOWN?
The Corktown Residents &
Business Association is a not-forprofit and non-commercial volunteer
neighbourhood organization.
We follow the latest developments in
Corktown on a wide range of topics
and serve as a liaison between
Corktown, the City and other key
organizations.
The CRBA is an inclusive organization
open to all local residents and
businesses. Join us and add your
voice to the community discussion!
website: www.corktown.ca
email: info@corktown.ca
Facebook: CorktownTO
Twitter: @CorktownTO

NEXT CRBA MEETINGS
March 22 (AGM) and May 15
Join your neighbours at 7PM to
find out what’s happening in our
wonderful neighbourhood.

3 TOWERS:
46, 35 & 35 STOREYS

IP-CITY
FIRST PARLIAMENT MASTER PLAN - DEMONSTRATION PLAN - HIGHRISE FORMAT

Dates and times above are subject to
change. Check www.corktown.ca for
updates, location and agendas.

able to secure a commitment for the
development to include enough space
for the new regional library that
has been planned for the site since
2013 and space for an (unfunded)
interpretation centre. Metrolinx
has very good people working on its
version of a heritage interpretation
program that will result in some
representation in the new Ontario
Line station and has promised a
commemorative program of some
kind for the meagre public realm on
the First Parliament site. But the basic
shortcomings of the approach persist.
The worst may not even be the refusal
of the province to keep the site in public
ownership. The biggest loss is the
provincial indifference to the potential
of the site to anchor a site of rich
cultural heritage exchange, learning
and attraction. The development
proposal from Infrastructure Ontario is
focused on maximizing revenue in the
short run, but it falls short on exploiting
the unique social and economic
promise of the site in the long run.

Call to action!

471-479 QUEEN STREET EAST DEVELOPMENT
By Andre Bermon, CRBA President

The proposal at 471-479
Queen east by Brad J.
Lamb Realty has raised
a number of concerns
that the CRBA would like
to bring to your attention.
Our aim is to solicit your
support as we prepare
an appropriate response
to this project.
The CRBA is currently working
alongside City Planners and our local
councillor with the goal of aligning
our interests for the betterment of the
Corktown community.
The Developer’s Proposal

Sadly, our community and our province
will be poorer for this indifference to
our history. Somehow it seems that
there has never been a more important
time for us to have a place to share our
stories of beginnings and beyond.

The application proposes a 15-storey
(51.1 metres plus a 3.7-metre mechanical
penthouse) mixed-use building with
ground floor retail uses and 143 residential
dwelling units. The proposal involves

K E L LY P O R T E R H E T U P C
Char tered Professional Acco u n tan ts, LPA

Come join one of Toronto’s leading
physiotherapy practice today.

Get $10* OFF when you book your
first physiotherapy or chiropractic
assessment with us.
Our Services include:

in Corktown

■ Personal, Corporate and Estate Taxes

Physiotherapy, Pelvic Floor Physiotherapy,
Chiropractor, Registered Massage Therapy,
Orthotics and Acupuncture.

■ Comprehensive financial services to businesses
and professionals from bookkeeping to tax planning
■ Audit and review engagements

foundationphysio

foundationphysio
*New clients only.

foundationPT

475 Queen Street East, Toronto M5A 1T9
416 955 0060 | kellyporterhetu.com

the demolition of the fire-damaged
building at 479 Queen Street East.
Units would be comprised of 76
studio (53%), 28 1-bedroom (20%), 23
2-bedroom (16%), and 16 3-bedroom
(11%) units. The application proposes
a total gross floor area of 8,753.2 square
metres, including 213.1 square metres
of non-residential floor area resulting in
an overall Floor Space Index (“FSI”) of
11.1 times the area of the lot.
Our Top Concerns
1. The height, scale and massing
wildly exceed zoning for this site.
As outlined by the King-Parliament
Secondary Plan, the Queen Street
Policy Area calls for a maximum
height of 25 metres (7-8 storeys).
The rationale behind this guideline
is to emphasize additions or midrise buildings compatible with
Corktown’s diverse main street
character and large number of
heritage buildings.
2. A narrow, short private laneway
(between Bright and Sumach
streets) cannot support the
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proposed uses of the developer. The
laneway currently serves as both
a place for resident parking and
an important fire lane for Bright
Street houses. We are concerned
that the narrow laneway cannot
accommodate the proposed access
for 33 underground parking
spaces as well as service vehicles
necessary for the new residents
and businesses; and will result in
unbridled traffic spillover onto
adjacent residential streets.
3. At 15-storeys, south-side facing
balconies poses serious privacy
concerns for residents on Bright/
Sumach/St. Paul’s.
4. The proposal threatens to set a
precedent in our community which
would open the way for future highrise buildings along residential
sections of Queen East.
City Planning and our Local Councillor
Need to Hear from You!
If you share a similar sentiment about
this proposal, your voice needs to be
heard! Email Kevin.Friedrich@toronto.
ca from City Planning and cc our local
representative councillor_wongtam@
toronto.ca as well as president@
corktown.ca Your contribution will help
send a statement that Corktown does not
accept bad planning practices.
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Celebrating Indigeneity, Placemaking
& Placekeeping

Planning for Growth in the
King-Parliament Context

By Louis Selmeci, Contributors from Ryan Rice & Chloe Catan

by Melanie Melnyk, Project Manager, Strategic Initiatives, City of Toronto Planning Division

Waterfront Toronto is planning two exciting Indigenous public artworks in Corktown and the West Don
Lands. One will be on the triangle of land formed by the intersection of King, Queen and River Streets, and
one on the plaza of the future Anishnawbe Health Toronto’s Indigenous Hub on Cherry Street.

In 2021, City Council embraced a new planning
framework for the King-Parliament Area by adopting
an updated Secondary Plan and zoning for each of
its five districts: Old Town, Corktown, Queen Street,
West Don Lands and Distillery District. Despite
some media reports that the new regulations would
somehow “ban” tall buildings in the area, in fact,
the policies encourage ongoing growth in KingParliament in a way that responds to its rich heritage
context, provides opportunities for true mixed-use
development and enhances the public realm.

as well as a site on the plaza of the
future Anishnawbe Health Toronto
Indigenous Hub on Cherry Street
between Mill Street and Front Street.

The King/Queen Triangle site in
Corktown was earmarked for public
realm improvements. Part of the vision
for this location is to create a welcoming
gathering space for nearby communities
and the public at large. By adding
meaningful artwork and rethinking
how the landscape functions as a
public space, the triangle will shine as
a culturally-significant illumination of
urban Indigeneity.
The site is located within tsí Tkaròn:to,
on the ancestral and shared territory of
the Anishnaabe, the Haudenosaunee,
the Huron Wendat and the treaty
territory of the Mississaugas of the
Credit. The goal is that the new public
art will acknowledge and represent
the ancestral connections among
the many Indigenous communities
and Nations the area has supported
from time immemorial. The artwork
will contribute towards celebrating
and acknowledging historical and

THE TRIANGLE SITE

contemporary Indigenous visual
culture as city placemaking.
Last year, Waterfront Toronto
announced a collaboration with Ryan
Rice, Indigenous Public Art curator,
following an open call to First Nations,
Métis or Inuit curators with strong ties
to the Greater Toronto Area. Ryan has
extensive experience in the museum
and art gallery sector and has worked
at various centres including CrownIndigenous Relations and Northern
Affairs Canada’s Indigenous Art Centre,
Carleton University Art Gallery, and the
Museum of Contemporary Native Arts
in Santa Fe.
Since the beginning of 2021, Ryan has
been collaborating with Waterfront
Toronto’s Public Art Program Manager,
Chloe Catan, to coordinate a Request
for Qualifications (open call) that
will support public art opportunities
identified for the King/Queen Triangle

In reviewing these opportunities,
he advanced his research to address
the two locations, historically and
contemporarily, and their relationality
to place and community within the
urban landscape. Since Ryan lives in
the area, he visits this site regularly
to understand how it is physically
activated, traversed, and/or engaged
by the public and to witness its
transformations from season to season.
He has also engaged in a number of
online community consultations,
meetings and public engagements for
other public spaces being renewed in
Toronto to get a sense of the feedback
offered by local participants.
“Placemaking and placekeeping” are
guiding principles used to frame and
reclaim meaningful relationships to
place and the natural world that can
bridge what was historically severed
by a city’s evolving infrastructure and
restored though Indigenous influence,
visibility and representation in the
public realm.
These practices advance Indigenous
values and can increase social empathy
and cultural knowledge; expand the
timeline of a city’s or site’s history
beyond a settler colonial framing; build
healthy and diverse relationships; and
offer an influential sense of belonging.
Such gestures affect the spaces
one occupies (living, working and
playing) through a form of reflective
accountability that lends to developing
meaningful relationships to home.
In December 2021, Waterfront Toronto
announced the shortlist of Indigenous
artists and Indigenous-led artist teams.
The shortlist was selected through
consensus by the convened Indigenous
Evaluation Committee. The shortlisted
artists represent an exciting range
of creative talent, experience and
qualifications. Each of the artists have
demonstrated prior contributions
of vibrant artistic statements in the
public realm. These two significant

INDIGENOUS
CURATOR
opportunities will amplify and increase
the public visibility and representation
of contemporary Indigenous visual
culture and territorial acknowledgment
in urban spaces.
Shortlisted Artists
Artist: Jay Havens
(Shortlisted for both projects)
» Kanienkeha:ka from Six Nations of
the Grand River
» Artist Team: Terence Radford
(Trophic Design), Christopher
McLeod (Waterlution) + Jesse Frank
Artist: Jordan Bennett
(Shortlisted for King/Queen Triangle Project)
» Mi’kmaq / Ktaqmkuk / Flat Bay
(No’kmaq Village)
» Artist Team: Amy Malbeuf + Ben
Matthews (Public Work)

A VISUALIZATION OF ZONING REGULATIONS IN KING-PARLIAMENT’S OLD TOWN
AREA TO GUIDE THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW TALL BUILDINGS.

As development continues in the core,
the City’s Downtown Plan sets the stage
for managing growth in a range of
building scales, balanced with heritage
conservation and improvements
to infrastructure, services, and the
public realm. Within the Downtown,
the King-Parliament Secondary Plan
follows suit by identifying the defining
elements of its diverse neighbourhoods
and developing a growth strategy tailormade for each one.
Are tall buildings banned?
No. The new zoning for King-Parliament
directs tall buildings to the areas where
the site conditions can accommodate
them – for example, the 32 blocks
within Old Town, south of Queen Street

East between Jarvis and Power Streets.
Here, the previously allowable heights
of 26-30 metres (about 9 or 10 storeys),
have been increased up to 90 metres
(approximately 30 storeys). This is in
line with recent tower developments
in the area such as the Globe and Mail
Building on King Street East (85 metres),
the Vu Tower at Adelaide and Jarvis (78
metres) and the Post House Condos (71
metres).
With generally larger lots, Old Town
is well suited to tall buildings that
can also integrate conserved heritage
buildings, wider sidewalks, and
generous distances between towers.
Some pockets within the Old Town
have lower height limits to allow for
continued sunlight on Moss Park,

illustration courtesy: Perkins & Will

transition toward the Corktown and
St. Lawrence Neighbourhoods, and the
historic contexts of Berkeley Street and
King Street East.
Meanwhile, height limits of 25 and
30 metres apply to Queen Street East
and King Street East in Corktown,
where relatively shallow lots are better
suited to a mid-rise building type that
can add density while maintaining
a pedestrian scale for these “main
streets.” New residential developments
at King and River Streets, at
approximately 30 metres, have set the
context for the type of development
that can occur next to Corktown’s
historic residential streets.

New tall buildings approved to the
Southwest of the Distillery District will
join existing towers at Parliament and
Cherry Streets, while the height limits
applied to three parcels in the West Don
Lands follow the master plan developed
for this precinct.
All this is to say that significant
development and housing supply are
planned for these areas in a range of
different building forms that respond
to the diverse contexts found within
King-Parliament. While the City may
still receive development applications
to exceed these limits, they will be
reviewed with due consideration for the
new planning policies and regulations.
What about transit?
Two of the planned Ontario Line stations
fall within King-Parliament: Corktown
(at Berkeley and Parliament Streets) and
Moss Park (at Queen and Sherbourne
Streets). Even before the new Plan
and zoning come into effect, recent
development approvals and proposals
under review would result in a projected
number of residents and jobs near these
stations that exceeds the Provincial
targets to optimize transit investment.
The height and density increases allowed
in the new King-Parliament zoning will
further enable development directly
adjacent to these stations.

Artist: Ludovic Boney
(Shortlisted for both projects)
» Huron-Wendat / Wendake (QC)
» Artist Team: Mathieu Casavant +
NIPPaysage
Artist: Lindsey Lickers
(Shortlisted for Indigenous Hub)
» Six Nations of the Grand River &
Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation
Artist: Rolande Souliere
(Shortlisted for Indigenous Hub)
» Anishinaabe member of
Michipicoten First Nation
For more information on these exciting
indigneous art projects, please visit the
Waterfront Toronto website at www.
waterfrontoronto.ca.
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The King-Parliament Secondary Plan
does not ban development rather, it
will guide anticipated growth in a way
that builds on the liveability of our
neighbourhoods in the city’s historic core.

PRESERVING CORKTOWN’S BEAUTY & CHARM
photo courtesy: Public Work

For further information please visit our
website: www.toronto.ca/king-parliament.
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Foundry Saved!

Over the next few days
the demolition and the
protests continued, while an
online petition accumulated
thousands of signatures
voicing opposition to the
destruction. This petition
would ultimately exceed
24,000 signatures.

by Franca Leeson, Friends of the Foundry

density is more than twice that of the
surrounding residential buildings. The
imposition of high-density housing
on a block where no such density had
been planned before is concerning.
This unplanned addition will add a
lot of pressure to the neighbourhood’s
infrastructure, including:

SOUTHWEST CORNER
photo courtesy: Xxx

Two important heritage buildings on the Dominion Wheel & Foundries Site on Eastern Avenue, previously
slated for complete demolition, will be preserved—a clear victory for heritage. But the October 2020
Minister’s Zoning Order (MZO), which cannot be appealed, still governs the density and heights to which the
site will be redeveloped. What does this mean for urban planning in Corktown?
The Victory
When the province decided to sell
the site in 2020, they issued an
MZO to fast-track development and
commissioned an internal Heritage
Impact Assessment (HIA) that
supported tearing down the site
completely. When the community
objected with daily protests, an
avalanche of letters, media attention,
and a court case, the province agreed
to pause demolition and commission a
second, independent HIA.
This new HIA, undertaken by Stevens
Burgess Architects, a respected firm
with expertise in heritage conservation,
recommends a development plan that
protects and preserves the two industrial
heritage buildings while developing the
site. Crucially, the HIA recommends
that any future purchasers be bound to
preserve and protect the heritage assets
on the site, first by a condition of sale,
and later by a heritage easement.
What Stays, and What Goes
Before selling the site the province will
demolish the Office and the Warehouse.

“Had it not been for the
swift action of this group,
there is every chance that
these buildings would have
been destroyed before legal
proceedings were brought
to identify the issues that
will be decided in this
application.”
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The HIA recommends that the north
façade of the Warehouse building,
the oldest building on the site, be
reconstructed and re-erected in its exact
position on Eastern Avenue.

thermally inefficient for non-industrial
use. Therefore they are to be replicated
using similar materials but with
double-pane thermal glazing.
What Now?

The industrial steel sash windows of the
Machine Shop and Foundry Building
present a special challenge: they are a
key heritage attribute, but the singlepaned glass cannot be sealed and is too

In general housing is good, but only if
infrastructure can keep pace. Adding
1,045 new units will bring in more
than 2,000 new residents: the proposed

» Increase in automobile traffic
» Stress on transit capacity
» Insufficient parking (already a big
problem in the area)
» Green space and environmental
impact
» Schools (none now in the
neighbourhood and none planned
for several years)
» Police services
» Grocery and retail
The province has so far offered no
information on how these issues might
be addressed.
As a community, we need to stay
engaged on this issue, especially as
the province moves toward selecting a
developer. They have not been open and
accountable to the community or to the
City, and have only made concessions
because of extreme public pressure.
Once the pressure is off, they may well
revert to their previous ways.
Stay in touch on social media by
following the community group

INTERIOR VIEW OF THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY SPACE IN THE EAST MACHINE SHOP.

Friends of the Foundry (www.
friendsofthefoundry.com; Twitter @
FoundryFriends; Facebook and Instagram
@FriendsoftheFoundry). Above all, visit
the site, take pictures, and post what you
see using the hashtag #savethefoundry.
Let the province and the developer know
that Corktown cares!

protest the demolition in person; media
and local politicians followed soon after.
Over the next few days the demolition
and the protests continued, while an
online petition accumulated thousands
of signatures voicing opposition to
the destruction. This petition would
ultimately exceed 24,000 signatures.

The Background
The Dominion Wheel & Foundries site
is located in the West Don Lands, where
many industries linked to the Canadian
railways once thrived. The area has been
redeveloped as a residential area, and this
site is one of the only remaining examples
of its industrial past. It contains two
industrial buildings (the Foundry and
the Machine Shop) and two office-type
buildings (the Office and the Warehouse).
Although the buildings were officially
recognized for their heritage value in
the early 2000s, in fall 2020 the province
set in motion a plan to sell and then
demolish the site. In January 2021 heavy
machinery moved in and began to
demolish the building on the northwest
corner of the site, known locally as the
Foundry Building. Within minutes
community members began arriving to

A court action initiated by the St.
Lawrence Neighbourhood Association
and then quickly joined by the City
of Toronto brought the work to a
halt. During the four days of actual
demolition the province completely
demolished a large shed attached to

the Foundry Building and took out a
number of the large windows on the
south and east side of the building.
Demolition was paused when the
community initiated a court action,
and in February 2021 all parties (the
province, the City, and the St. Lawrence
Neighbourhood Association) agreed to
adjourn the court proceedings in order
to come to a resolution. The resolution:
the province will go ahead with its plan
to sell the site for development, while
ensuring that the two most important
buildings will be properly protected and
preserved indefinitely.

SOUTH WALL OF THE MACHINE SHOP, SHOWING THE RESTORED INDUSTRIAL SASH
WINDOWS.

- Judge David Corbett

Both are considered by the new HIA
to have less heritage value and to be
less amenable to adaptive reuse. The
demolition is currently underway.
The Foundry (also called the Cleaning
Room, on the northwest corner) will
be repaired and its exterior preserved.
As to the Machine Shops, which are in
fact two conjoined buildings, the east
Machine Shop (on the southeast corner)
will be preserved entirely, and the north
section of the west Machine Shop will
be joined to one of the new apartment
towers.

DIAGRAM SHOWING WHAT WILL BE DEMOLISHED (BLUE) AND WHAT WILL BE
INTEGRATED INTO ONE OF THE NEW TOWERS (RED).

CONCEPT OF THE THREE TOWERS

THE SITE WILL BE PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE FROM AN ENTRANCE ON EASTERN AVENUE
AND A PRIVATELY OWNED PUBLIC SPACE (POPS) AT THE CORNER OF ROLLING MILLS
ROAD AND PALACE STREET.
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NEW BUSINESS OPENING

NEW BUSINESS OPENING

By Million Rose Flowers

By Vanessa Gregoris, Copper Branch Canary District Co-Owner

Brian immigrated to Toronto 5 years ago and worked
very hard to pursue his dream of becoming a selfemployed florist and business owner.

Copper Branch is the name that should come to
mind if you are looking for delicious plant-based eats
in the Canary District. Their menu features many
organic and non-GMO ingredients as well as glutenfree options.

Budding Business Copper Branch
He lived in many different counties
before coming to Canada and learned
many floral design styles in Russia,
Azerbaijan and the UK. So with over a
decade of floral industry experience,
this passionate florist was finally
able to fulfill his dream in late 2021
and opened his very one show called
Million Rose Flowers. This was always
something he loved to do and is always
excited to see the joy and smiles that the
perfect flower arrangement can bring to
customers’ faces.

can even customize your own bouquet
at the store!
At Million Rose Flowers, you can
expect more than usual designs and
styles. Every bouquet and arrangement
is made with love and creativity. You
can expect luxury and a positive
atmosphere when you visit the store.

There are a lot of menu items to choose
from, such as Power Bowls, flatbreads,
burgers, wraps, and sandwiches – they
even have an All-Day Breakfast menu
with the Ultimate Breakfast Bagel – a
must-try! There is always room for
dessert so don’t miss the brownies,
cheezecake, smoothies, cookies and
Honey’s vegan ice cream.

head to the park for a picnic. In the
colder months, order through UBER
Eats or DoorDash, and enjoy from the
comfort of your home.
Although this restaurant is 100% plant
based, everyone is welcome – whether
it is your first time trying a plant-based
meal, you live with food allergies, or are
a vegan! Delicious, healthy food with
great ingredients is the goal.

ARRANGEMENT

BRIAN IN HIS STORE
Brian was drawn to the lively and
eclectic neighbourhood of Corktown
and is so appreciative of how welcoming
and helpful everyone has been in these
tough times. In the wake of the pandemic,
he continues to create employment
opportunities for the community.
Million Rose Flowers is full of different
kinds of flowers and offers a special and
unique design for every bouquet and
arrangement. Flowers are always fresh
and stay alive for a very long time. You

“We can brighten any occasion and help
you to decorate your event. Flowers are
always a perfect gift for your loved ones
and we are very happy to be a part of
that.” Support Corktown small business
and surprise that special someone with
the perfect gift of beautiful flowers.
Million Rose Flowers welcomes you
24 hours a day, any day of the week;
offering in-store shopping, delivery and
curbside pickup. The store is located
in Corktown at 400 Queen Street East
(North side of Queen St. just East of
Parliament). Visit Brian in store or give
him a call anytime at 416-203-6699.

MILLION ROSE FLOWERS

OWNERS
The owners, Vanessa and Anthony
fell in love with Corktwon when they
ventured off the bicycle path one
Sunday afternoon and stumbled into the
neighbourhood. At the time, the Canary
district was still sparsely populated, but
the beautiful boulevard reminded them
of piazzas found in the cities of Europe.
Inspired by this, they’ve decided to
join the community by creating a place
where people could gather together for a
coffee or quick bite to eat.
The restaurant concept is fast casual—
place an order at the counter and your
meal is served either indoors or on
their seasonal outdoor patio. Takeout is
available, which is great in the summer
months when you can grab a meal and

COPPER BRANCH

THE DISHES
You can feel good about eating at
Copper Branch, not just because it’s
good for you, but because they support
other local small businesses. They
currently carry World Moss: sea moss –
a nutrient dense red algae seaweed – and
Honey’s vegan ice cream which is made
right here in Toronto!

NEW BUSINESS OPENING

Book
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THEN & NOW CONTINUED

By Ben McNally

Ben McNally Books
moved to 400 King
St East at the end of
July 2021. Since then,
we have received the
warmest of welcomes
from the neighbourhood,
and would like to thank
everyone for making us
really feel at home.

We originally opened in 2007 on Bay
Street. In 2019, we learned that the
landlord was not going to be renewing
our lease and that we would need to find
a new home. We were in a temporary
location on Adelaide East for just under
a year, before moving to our newest
location in Corktown (another temporary
location). We’re still on the lookout for
our forever home, and hoping that we’ll
be able to stay close by because we really
do love it here and have enjoyed such a
fantastic reception since moving in.

They have also partnered with LOOP,
a company that uses imperfect fruits
and vegetables to create delicious cold
pressed juices and probiotic sodas.

CORKTOWN, DISTILLERY
& CANARY DISTRICT

1960

By Jonathan Edwards, Re/Max Urban
Toronto Team Realty
photo courtesy: The Toronto Public Library

But many residents have and continue to
express concerns for the need to improve
the lands identified in City of Toronto
By-law 2021, OPA No. 525, as the “KingSumach Plaza.” Additional direction
offered to city council are available
in the Corktown Master Plan where
it recommends the site has potential
to be a “vegetated park, or pedestrian
cycle corridor” that could visually link
the landscape beneath the Richmond
Adelaide highway overpasses.
The ‘plaza’ is the street-level corridor
that links Sackville and Percy Parks
beneath the King Street East highway
underpass. At present, the underpass
lands located north and south of
King Street are leased for car parking
purposes with the south parcel also
used as a TTC employee car lot. But how
did these two parcels that currently
do not serve the community get to
its current state in need of—proper
lighting, scheduled cleanups, paving,
and landscaping?
Reported to be completed by 1964 at a
price tag of $10 million the Richmond
Adelaide Interchange, formerly Duke
Duchess, was constructed as a means
to connect the Don Valley Parkway and
the Gardiner Expressway.
In preparation for the ‘big build’ city
officials met with local stakeholders
as early as 1956. Among these people
was James Chote, superintendent of
Riverside Church, one of the buildings

pegged for demolition. Records show
that he negotiated to save the historic
church that was completed in 1903, but
also stated his terms should the building
succumb to expropriation. Nonetheless,
he was informed that a solution had been
found allowing for the church edifice to
continue serving parishioners.
The highway interchange construction
in the Corktown neighbourhood
resulted in a number of homes being
demolished but even worse, a severed
King Street East corridor and the
shifting of Sumach Street, between
King and Front Streets.
Last summer a work group was made
to seek solutions on improvements to
this corridor. The Richmond Adelaide
overpasses are reportedly scheduled for
rehabilitation sometime between 202425. Following this, the Toronto Parking
Authority will revisit the possibility of
operating these parcels as a municipal
parking lot, and any proposed
improvements will have to wait until
remediation is fully carried out.
Disappointing news. But delays will
not change the desires of locals to see
improvements to this corridor, especially
at a time when cities throughout the
world are transforming lifeless highway
underpasses in places that are a focal
point of the surrounding community.
In the meantime, this concern will
continue to be monitored by Corktown’s
King-Sumach Plaza Work Group.

All are welcome at Copper Branch—
check them out in the Canary District
to learn more.
Our business has changed quite a bit
over the past couple of years but we
see it as fluid, an exchange between us
and our patrons. It is important to us
to be a reflection of the neighbourhood
we’re in. That’s why we’d love to hear
what you think we should have on our
shelves! There’s nothing we enjoy more
than talking about books, so please do
let us know what you’re looking for,
what you’ve enjoyed in the past, and
what you’re looking forward to reading
in the future.
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Freehold
From Nov-Dec 2021, we had 4 Freehold
sales and an average Freehold sale
Price of $1.38m with the highest sale
of $1.68m. Third quarter for freehold
homes was the slowest quarter. The
biggest problem was inventory; not
necessarily all Covid related.

Condos
For condos, we had 45 sales Nov-Dec. For
bachelors, we had only 1 sale at $495k.
For 1 bdrm, we had an average sale price
of $603k with the highest sale price of
$705k. For 1+den units, we had a total
of 11 units sold with an average sale
price of just under $702k and the high
sale being $775k. For 2 bdrm units, we
had 10 overall sales with an average
sale price of just over $907k with the
high sale being $1.36m. For 2 bdrm+den
units, we had a total of 3 sales with
the average being just over $907k and
the high sale being $1.07m. For 3 bdrm
units, we had a total of 3 sales with an
average sale price of $1.44m and the
highest sale being $2,07m.
Inventory
Nov-Dec continued to be very
competitive months with low inventory
and low interest rates driving activity.
The few buyers that remained ended
up in bidding wars over the few condos
and homes that were available; setting
record prices across downtown. Don’t
expect anything less over Winter as
inventory isn’t expected to increase
enough to match the demand.
Interest Rates
Rate hikes will most likely start in the
Spring. Expect 3 to 4 rate hikes for 2022.
While some interpret this as a positive
and will cause the market to slow,
others expect the opposite as buyers try
to lock in before rates increase.
We’re expecting the 2022 market to
remain hot with lack of supply, plenty
of demand and excellent interest rates
fueling these trends.

2021
photo courtesy: Cory Lemos, 2021

For any further real estate questions,
visit 502 King St. East or email
jonathan@remaxurbantoronto.com.
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New Indigenous Hub Breaks Ground
By Angela Miller, Anishnawbe Health Foundation

AERIAL
rendering courtesy: Quadrangle

The new Hub will help
meet critical health care,
spiritual, employment,
training and family
support needs for a
community traumatically
impacted by colonization,
the residential school
system and the ’60s
Scoop.
On the afternoon of June 21, 2021,
National Indigenous Peoples Day,
Corktown neighbours, donors,
volunteers and supporters joined in
the virtual Ground Breaking of the
Indigenous Hub, including the new
home of Anishnawbe Health Toronto
(AHT) at Front and Cherry Streets in the
Corktown Neighbourhood. In addition
to the new home of AHT the Hub will
include the new Miziwe Biik Training
Institute, a childcare and family centre,
retail space and residential units. The
event was hosted by Anishnawbe
Health, with Miziwe Biik and the
Development Partners Dream, Kilmer
Group, and Tricon Residential.

“Today’s ground breaking is a major
milestone, years in the making. The
site will be a gathering place for the
Indigenous people from across Turtle
Island and a home to support the
reclamation of culture and identity,“ said
Joe Hester, Executive Director of AHT.
The ceremony, attended by over 750
virtually, was live streamed due to
pandemic restrictions. Before the
livestream began, Cree Traditional
Healer Pete Keshane, assisted by Oshka-be-wis John LaForme, performed a
special blessing of the land and a pipe
ceremony. The livestream featured First
Nations drummers Young Creek and
four fancy shawl dancers—Nicole Levek,
Nazarene Pope, Saga Kwandibenz, and
Shannon Rogers. The fancy shawl dance
was chosen to reflect the star blanket
shawl-inspired design of the new home
for Anishnawbe Health Toronto on the
Hub. While the day was a celebration
of a path to a brighter future, the event
included a poignant reminder of the past
as Young Creek performed an honour
song to honour the 215 children’s bodies
found at the Kamloops Residential
School and all Indigenous children who
did not return home from schools across
Canada.

The socially-distanced event was hosted
by Andre Morriseau, Anishnawbe
Health Foundation Board Chair with
remarks by Marian Jacko, President of
AHT; Krystal Abotossaway, President
of Miziwe Biik; pre-recorded remarks
from Chief R. Stacey Laforme of
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation;
Mayor John Tory of the City of Toronto;
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister
of Health and Long-Term Care and
MPP, Robin Martin with pre-recorded
remarks from Ontario Health Minister
Christine Elliott; Ken Tanenbaum, ViceChair of Kilmer Group; and Stephen
Diamond of Waterfront Toronto.
The event culminated with ground being
broken with ten ceremonial shovels,
beautifully designed and painted by five
First Nations and Métis artists – Melanie
Bartel, Brandon Jacko, Nyle Johnston,
Emily Kewageshig, and Joseph Sagaj.

With the tremendous support of future
Corktown neighbours, Anishnawbe
Health Foundation has achieved
more than 95% of their $10 million
campaign to support the new home
for Anishnawbe Health Toronto and
the reclamation of Traditional Healing
practices. Thank you to everyone
who contributed to the Corktown
Neighbourhood campaign for the new
health centre which raised more than
$70,000 under the leadership of the late
Tricia Waldron and Larry Webb. Doors
are slated to be open in early 2023.
For those who missed the ground
breaking event or would like to rewatch the event, you can view the video
at bit.ly/GroundBreakingLive. To learn
about the new home of Anishnawbe
Health Toronto, please visit www.
supportanishanwbe.ca.

Featured
Pups
By Hannah Sotropa, Toronto Humane Society

Goldie needs and deserves a patient,
dedicated owner who has experience
with dogs, who understands her history
and breed characteristics, and who has
realistic expectations of what continual
training lies ahead.

GOLDIE
“GOLDIE”

4-year-old, shepherd mix
Goldie is an energizer bunny-dog with a
pep in her step and a need for all things
fun! She thinks of herself as a serious
athlete, honestly. Her favourite sport?
Swimming! Goldie just loves to swim,
and she’ll go all day long if you let her.
She spends her days swimming and

SHAWL DANCER & YOUNG CREEK DRUMMER
photo courtesy: Red Works Photography

GROUND BREAKING
FROM LEFT: HEALER, PETE KESHANE, CHAIR OF ANISHNAWBE HEALTH FOUNDATION, ANDRE MORRISEAU, CHAIR OR WATERFRONT TORONTO STEPHEN DIAMOND,
CITY OF TORONTO MAYOR JOHN TORY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF AHT JOE HESTER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF MIZIWE BIIK, NANCY MARTIN, PRESIDENT OF AHT MARIAN JACKO,
PARLIAMENTARY ASSISTANT TO THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND LONG-TERM CARE AND MPP ROBIN MARTIN AND KEN TANENBAUM, VICE-CHAIR OF KILMER GROUP.
p
photo courtesy: Red Works Photography

always get what you want when you’re
on a leash!

running, then playing ball, and then
she’ll ask to get one last dip in before bed.
Goldie is your ultimate fitness buddy!
Although she is unsure of strangers
and other dogs, and will express her
concerns with barking and lunging but
once she understands that strangers can
be friends (especially when they come
to her house and her trusted humans let
her know it’s okay to like them), then
she’s pure Goldie. Being pals with other
dogs will take a little more convincing.

Goldie would prefer living in a mature
home as the only pet, with no small
children. A house outside of the big city
with lots of space for her to run around
would be ideal! Most importantly,
Goldie is looking for that special person
that will help her become the dog she
knows she can be! It’s safe to say that she
has experienced quite a few transitions
over her short number of years. Goldie is
one of our dogs who has had the benefit
of people who loved her, but through
no fault of her own or of her previous
home, she just hasn’t been able to find
somewhere to settle in yet.

11

GUMARO
“GUMARO”

3-year-old, mixed breed
He comes with 4 free training sessions!
Gumaro is a silly bean of a pup with
enough pep for everyone in the crew.
He’s a grip-it-and-rip-it type who’s very
into chasing waves, crankin’ tunes,
and racing you to that post over there.
This here’s a wild kind of a guy looking
for a fun pack of dudes and/or dudettes
to wild out with some treats and then
(secretly) snuggle at the end of the day.
Back in Mexico, Gumaro developed a
reputation for being the silliest sweetie
on the block and he’s brought that crazy
energy level with him to Canada. He’s
an excitable young dog wholoves to
run until exhausted. He also loves to
greet people on his walks but you can’t

Gumaro came to us as a puppy in July
2019, he hasn’t had it easy in his short life
but he is determined to find his forever
home. The ideal home for Gumaro would
be a family with a very active lifestyle.
He would love to have a house with a
fenced yard so that he can run around
and play once his leg is all healed up. He
could go home with older children so
long as they are calm and considerate
of his energetic personality. He would
prefer to be the only pet in your home –
no other dogs or cats, please!
This boy is full of life and love. He’s got
such a fun personality. He’ll never say
no to an adventure and will never leave
your side once he gets to know you. He
is just looking for what he’s never been
given: structure, routine, and a loving
family to help guide him.
If you are interested in adopting
either of these dogs, please fill out
our fast track adoption questionnaire
by copying and pasting the link
below. https://forms.office.com/r/
NQVdWUSSMs.
Think you’re the one? Begin our
adoption process here! https://www.
torontohumanesociety.com/adoptionprocess/
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FROM EYE EXAM TO
FRAME FITTINGS,
OUR DOCTORS DO MORE

Corktown Eyecare
Serving the Corktown community
days, evenings and weekends too!

569 King St. East

647-539-3937
@corktowneyecare

eye exams | fresh frames | doctor-driven care

Book your appointment online. Visit www.CorktownEyecare.com













 


 

  
  



   



    








   


 

  
 



    

  
   

 

