www.corktown.ca

CRBA SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY FROM BERKELEY STREET TO
THE DON RIVER, SHUTER STREET TO LAKESHORE BOULEVARD

SUMMER EDITION 2018

01

Business
Corner

05
Reconciliation:
Tangible Action 08
Update on Relief
Line Subway 11
The Dogs of
Corktown 14

07» HOUSEWARMING

The
Great
Fire of
2018

My Old
City, My
Home

By Tricia Waldron, Editor

I moved into the area in
2010. Immediately, this
became my favourite
part of the city: a quick
walk to the lake, just a
few streets from the St
Lawrence Market, and
my walks filled with local
independent businesses.

By Alexi Thibodeau, resident and owner of
Henrietta Lane

It wasn’t really unusual for one of Jim’s
employees to be working in the office
after 8pm on a Thursday evening in late
April. After all, it was tax season and
his team at Kelly Porter Hetu, Chartered
Accountants is always busy at this
time of year. It was unusual when he
got a call at home from Hilary to tell
him there was a fire in the office. His
advice – get off the phone, call the Fire
Department and get out of there now!
She was quick to oblige, grabbing her
purse on the way out.
Jim jumped in the car (he lives nearby at
Pape & Gerard) and headed to the office
at the corner of Queen and Sumach. As
he tells the story, he could see smoke
billowing from the buildings as he
approached. Many of you will have
heard of the Great Corktown Fire of
2018, but you may not have heard the
inside story of one local business that
was impacted.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Mackenzie King set up his printing presses
just down the road from my apartment.
A few streets west sat Toronto’s first post
office. South of us was Enoch Turner’s
schoolhouse. Everywhere the ringing
of church bells. Old photos of the area
show it bustling with politics, people and
businesses: brewers, butchers and farmers
selling their wares for generations.

WAITING FOR SIGNAL
TO ENTER BURNING BUILDING

I feel like our city’s history is rooted
in its buildings and that history seeps
photo courtesy: Jeremy Benning

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

EVERY DAY WE HELP PEOPLE LIKE YOU
BUY AND SELL REAL ESTATE IN CORKTOWN.
BUY LOCAL. SELL LOCAL. HIRE LOCAL.
SOCRATES APALLAS, REAL ESTATE BROKER
FIND US @ 56 BERKELEY STREET > 647.206.4408 / LIVINGTORONTO.CA
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WHAT’S UP IN CORKTOWN?
The Corktown Residents &
Business Association is a not-forprofit and non-commercial volunteer
neighbourhood organization.
We follow the latest developments in
Corktown on a wide range of topics
and serve as a liaison between
Corktown, the City and other key
organizations.
The CRBA is an inclusive organization
open to all local residents and
businesses. Join us and add your
voice to the community discussion!
website: www.corktown.ca
email: info@corktown.ca
Facebook: CorktownTO
Twitter: @CorktownTO

LOTS OF WATER

NEXT CRBA MEETINGS

FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT

photo courtesy: Jeremy Benning

photo courtesy: Jim Kelly

THE GREAT FIRE OF 2018 CONTINUED

Jim Kelly is not only the owner of Kelly
Porter Hetu at 475 Queen St East but he
also owns the building and the adjacent
building at 473 Queen St East. Both

buildings were badly damaged. The
adjoining photo shows the scene on the
third floor of 475 looking east.

The night of April 26, Jim watched,
along with many other local residents,
as a three alarm fire raged through his
offices and those of his neighbours.

Sept 04 and Oct 02
Join your neighbours at 7PM on the
first Tuesday of most months to find
out what’s happening.
Check www.corktown.ca for location,
agendas and other details.

www.corktown.ca
SUMMER EDITION 2018

03

MY OLD CITY, MY HOME CONTINUED

into its residents over the years, filling
them with an old-fashioned sense of
community and an unexpected desire
to protect its fine-grained heritage. Or
perhaps these old buildings call to those
of us with a fondness for history and
small towns in our bones.
The little strip of King where Henrietta
Lane is located is one of my favourite
parts of the city. The old row houses
facing off against one another fill my

mind with images of the old city. I see
workers sitting on stoops smoking
cigarettes, little boys in wool slippers
playing in the street, clean laundry
hung on lines behind dirty houses.
When we saw the opportunity to
open our first business in the heart
of Corktown, Josh and I knew we had
found the right home for Henrietta Lane
- nestled in the old city fabric where she
belongs, a new generation of business
proudly serving its community.

PROUD OWNERS

THE DAY AFTER
photo courtesy: Jim Kelly

Twenty fire trucks, including 3 aerials
with ladders that looked like cranes and
65 firefighters were able to battle and
control the fire that night.
The follow day, Jim took stock of the
tragic events and quickly realized that
his first priority was to sort out the
damage to his own business. He had
offsite backup for all his client files and
data so that was a relief but, the office
furniture and equipment were burned
and water damaged beyond repair.
Not a fan of ‘the cloud’, where most data
is stored these days, Jim uses a local ‘IT
guy’ to maintain an in-house server
located in the basement of 475 Queen.
During a preliminary investigation of
the scene, the Fire Marshall was able to
retrieve the server from the basement.
It was a big win for Jim and his team to
discover that, remarkably, the server
was still operational.
His staff work from home now and
struggle to meet deadlines with reduced
access to accustomed technology,
although, they have managed to meet
all their tax filings. “Clients have been
very understanding”, Jim says. “In
spite of this near catastrophe, I have
retained what really matters, my staff”.
As of the writing of this article, Jim
has found short term office space at
Dominion Square, located at 468 Queen

St East, still in Corktown. One of his
accountants, Rebecca, assured me that
they are up and running, still accepting
new clients. The new office will be
operational as of June 4.

photo courtesy: Catherine Hendry

K E L LY P O R T E R H E T U P C
Cha r t e r e d Pr o f essional Ac c ountants, LPA

Twenty fire trucks, including
3 aerials with ladders hat
looked like cranes and 65
firefighters were able to
battle and control the fire
that night.

In the meantime, Jim is working on the
future of 473 and 475 Queen. He wants
to retain the historic character but will
inevitably have to replace the original
floors and ceilings. He is uncertain about
the façade on both buildings. 473 is not as
badly damaged as 475 but both will need
major repair and restoration. 475 will need
to be stripped back to the studs before it
can be rebuilt. Much work by Jim, other
affected owners and time sorting through
insurance claims will decide the future
of this corner of historic Corktown.
We are delighted that no one was hurt in
the fire and glad to know that at least some
of these historically significant houses will
be retained. We will keep you up-to-date
on the restoration as we know more.

in Corktown

■ Personal, Corporate and Estate Taxes
■ Comprehensive financial services to businesses
and professionals from bookkeeping to tax planning
■ Audit and review engagements
475 Queen Street East, Toronto M5A 1T9
416 955 0060 | kellyporterhetu.com
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Paddling the Don On
Stage
By Tricia Waldron, Editor

On a Sunday in May, Corktown
Common was the destination for
Paddle the Don 2018. This annual
event, now in its 25th year, brings
together conservationists, business
people, recreationalists, and even a few
politicians to traverse one of Toronto’s
most important watersheds, the Don
River. Paddle the Don was founded
on the core principles of protecting,
regenerating, and enhancing the Don
River watershed. These principles
have guided much of the work that
Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority (TRCA) and countless other
organizations and individuals have
undertaken over the years. The TRCA
describes its goal in offering this event
as allowing people to experience, engage
in, and help enhance the Don River
watershed and reminds participants of
the important aspect of ensuring its
sustainable protection and conservation.

Early on the morning of Sunday May 5,
2018, the Don River was covered with
several hundred canoes and kayaks.
Their destination was Corktown
Common where they were welcomed
with food and exhibits.

One of the more interesting exhibits
was a model of our city demonstrating
how waste finds its way into bodies
of water. This ingenious exhibit is the
work of Chelsea Rochman, an Assistant
Professor at the University of Toronto
and a team of students. Watch the
agenda for CRBA public meetings in the
fall of 2018 for another opportunity to
see this very cool exhibit.
As Corktown residents are stakeholders
in the clean-up of the Don River,
everyone is encouraged to consider
participation in Paddle the Don 2019.
Registration is open online.

SAFE ARRIVAL
photo courtesy: Todd Ross

NOW OPEN
www.henriettalane.com

café & drinkery
POP IN FOR A VISIT!
@henriettalane

394 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO ON, M5A 1K9

HenriettaLN

CRBA
Update

By Philip Stoop

By Philip Stoop

Summer finds Corktown
residents enjoying the
great parks that are
readily available. For this
reason, the local theatres
focus on preparations for
the fall and the offerings
are limited. As you see
below, only 3 offerings in
June and July. Of course,
there are movies available
in Corktown Common.
See the back page for
details.

Finally summer! Remember how we
had a long winter, and how we all swore
solemnly not to complain about the heat
this year? Excellent since Corktown is
just about the hottest neighbourhood in
Toronto right now.

The Urban Orchestra Debut Concert
Orchestra
JUN 18 at Aki Studio Theatre, Daniels
Spectrum, 585 Dundas East
The Urban Orchestra is a modern,
‘urban’ approach to an amazing musical
form that is too often trapped in the
convention of the past. They bring its
audience the proximity and intensity
common with other forms of live music
– the way orchestral music deserves to
be heard.

How can any edgy urban video be truly
lit without action shots of Underpass
Park? No new ‘pillar’ art this year but
the park will be busy with young people
working on their skateboarding skills
and events galore will bring hip hop
and other music to those hot summer
nights. Children will head to the slides
and other equipment in Corktown
Common or to the renovated Sackville
Park with an exciting new splash pad,
scheduled to open in early July.

Orlando
Play
JUL 06 – JUL 29 at Soulpepper, Young
Centre for the Performing Arts, 50 Tank
House Lane
How many lifetimes does it take to find
love? Destined to never age, Orlando’s
fantastical journey crosses continents,
centuries, and genders to find true
happiness. Virginia Woolf’s timeless
masterpiece is adapted by one of today’s
most celebrated playwrights.

The final 2018 heatwave is expected in
October. Thousands of runners from
over 60 countries will blaze through
Corktown, each sweating to earn a
Waterfront Marathon medal featuring
our Queen Street Bridge. We hope
they all come back to check out the
Corktown hotspots including Henrietta
Lane and Souk Tabule.

The Secret Chord: A Leonard Cohen
Experience
Concert
JUL 07 – JUL 29 at Soulpepper, Young
Centre for the Performing Arts, 50 Tank
House Lane
One of Soulpepper most popular
productions returns to celebrate
the legacy of Leonard Cohen. An
extraordinary line-up of Toronto
musicians bring his timeless words
and music to life in a way you’ve never
heard them before.

Condo units are springing up
everywhere, but nowhere do they radiate
from their towers as boldly as in River
City. New towers are also being added to
the Canary District and the new Local
Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) is
busy dealing with applications for new
condo towers throughout Corktown.
Meanwhile, our neighbours at St
Lawrence Neighbourhood Association
are working in collaboration with CRBA
on proposals of mutual interest that we
will be dealing in the years ahead.

Meanwhile, the new Aviary is expected
to open in early July and the Gusto 501
team is hard at work, with demolition and
excavation complete and construction
ramping up. On behalf of Corktown I
would like to extend a warm welcome
to these and all other new businesses.
There is also activity on the transit file
with the Relief Line alignment and
station placement under discussion
and the King St. Pilot being put to the
test with summer passenger loads and
merchants expecting improvement in
volume of customers.
Best wishes to neighbours new and old,
and I hope you enjoy this edition of
your newspaper!
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Business Corner

3. Crush’d Juice Bar – juice, smoothie &
coffee bar
Brand new this year, Crush’d is in the
spot vacated by Mondu Floral Design.
Crush’d is small and bright and
charming, mostly takeout yet with a
few seats for eat-in. Sandwiches and
other foods are coming soon. Check out
the current menu at crushd.ca

QUEEN & PARLIAMENT

By Kara Isert, Corktown resident & owner of Sparkplug Coffee
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South side of Queen Street
Berkeley to Parliament

1. Empty storefront – 319 Queen St. E.
Part of the WE empire, will be office
space for their operations.
2. Kiondo African Imports / Eles Designs –
African art and fine jewellery store
You may have admired the cool art
and sculptures in the window of this
shop. Once inside, you’ll find there are
actually two stores sharing space. On
the one side is Kiondo, with sculptures,
dolls, masks, shields, beaded crowns,
feather headdresses and other art pieces
from across Africa. On the other side
is Eles Designs: delicate, beautifully
crafted gold and silver jewellery by
Laura Serrafero.
noted: with a choice of jewellery and
art, local and African, refined and rustic
pieces – it’s hard to choose but easy to
spend lots of money here.
3. Moss Park Pharmacy – small pharmacy
Here since 2004, the Moss Park
Pharmacy is exactly what its name
states. Although it does have some
greeting cards, cold drinks, vitamins
and other convenience items, this place
is all about filling subscriptions. With
4(!)pharmacists on staff, service is
speedy and friendly.

4
5

Trefann St.

Parliament St.

3
2
Queen St. E.
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noted: Moss Park Pharmacy is also a
UPS drop-off location for your courier
needs.
4. UR Home Service – cleaning and
property management services
UR Home Service is brand new at 327
Queen East, formerly the home of
Ethyl’s and one of the only non-WE
storefronts in this block. Theresa and
Dana started UR Home Service 3 years
ago and are excited to have expanded
here and out of their home offices.
noted: UR Home Service is “one call
that does it all” including cleaning
and property management, staging,
maintenance and even some repairs
– everything needed to help home
owners manage an investment or rental
property.
5. empty storefronts – 329 to 335 Queen E.
WE has bought up most of this block
on the south side of Queen plus some
buildings on the north side and is
evicting the tenants move to their office
workers in. The most recent closures
are Oriental Taste restaurant and
Neighbourhood Legal Services.
noted: Neighbourhood Legal Services
has moved west to 163 Queen St. East
near Jarvis. They’ll continue to provide
legal advice on housing, immigration,
income security and employment law
that is financed by Legal Aid Ontario.
6. WE Charity – headquarters for WE,
international development charity
WE was first known as Free The
Children and it now has many
operations, all based in this corner
of Corktown. The main WE building
at the southwest corner of Queen &
Parliament has been transformed from

6

Power St.

Like me, you may be
surprised at all the recent
changes – and surprised
to learn a little about the
old timers in this corner
of Corktown, too!

Shuter St.

Berkeley St.

Here’s a look at what’s
going on right now at
the western gateway to
Corktown. We’ll work our
way east from Berkeley
to Trefann Street (did
you know the people
on Trefann have their
own neighbourhood
association?) with a peek
up Parliament, too.

the turquoise Marty Millionaire used
furniture store to a beautifully restored
heritage building for WE’s Global
Learning Centre.
noted: Although there are some
empty storefronts while WE is getting
organized in its new space, there
are also a couple hundred, mostly
young, worker bees based at Queen
and Parliament. Their need for coffee,
snacks and other conveniences is giving
a boost to some nearby businesses at
the same time that WE’s need for office
space is forcing other businesses out.

2
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noted: try the peanut butter smoothie
– yum! PB, strawberries and banana
will take you back to your childhood
PB & jam sandwiches but better. Closed
Sundays.
4. Speedy Rubber Stamps – custom
stamps, signs, embossers
Do you wonder what’s up at Speedy
Rubber Stamps? Is it still open for
business? The answer is – yes! But
Jasper and his team conduct their
business by email now so ignore the
dusty window. Shoot them an email at
speedyrubberstamps@rogers.com and
they’ll get you set up with a cool custom
rubber stamp.
noted: Speedy Rubber Stamps has been
in business since 1925 and owned by
Jasper Vig for the last 35 years. A true
old timer!
5. Basso – pizza, craft beer & wine bar
Basso’s motto is “Great Food, Great
Wine, Great Times” and that’s been
my experience every time I’ve visited.
They have live music and karaoke on
Saturdays (I hear it’s popular with local
choir members so the calibre of karaoke
is better than average).
noted: a wood-burning oven is one of
the secrets to Basso’s delicious pizza.

North side of Queen Street
Berkeley to Parliament

1. Cinema Ras - variety store
Right at the northeast corner of
Berkeley and Queen East, is Cinema Ras,
an old school variety store catering to
the nearby Moss Park residents. If you’re
nearby and need a cold drink or litre of
milk, this is the spot. As with all variety
stores, it isn’t worth making a special
trip to the neighbourhood just to shop
here. Open every day 8AM to 1AM.
noted: has an ATM in case you’re low
on cash.
2. Domino’s Pizza – pizza franchise
What can I say? It’s pizza. Mostly
delivery though you can get takeout,
too. Open every day 10AM till late.
noted: no pizza slices but they do have
pasta, wings and sweet desserts, too!

6. BRTT Auto Sale – used cars?
Sandwiched between Basso and
Amadae Spice Market is a small car lot.
There’s a sign that says BRTT Auto Sale.
Now you know as much about it as I do.
noted: call 416-856-8437 if you want to
know more.
7. Amadae Spice Market – Ethiopian variety
store
The name is larger in Amharic
(Ethiopian) than in English so it’s pretty
clear who this bright yellow shop is for.
Once inside, the aisles are filled with
Ethiopian textiles and knick-knacks, as
well as the spices and foods promised in
its name. Open 11AM-11PM every day
except Tuesday.
noted: a kitchen in the back serving
Ethiopian dishes, mostly as takeout for
taxi drivers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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BUSINESS CORNER CONTINUED

8. M.B. Meds – marijuana dispensary
One of a couple weed shops that have
popped up in our neighbourhood, M.B.
Meds is open every day 10AM-9PM for
people 19 and older.
noted: selling marijuana is still illegal
so, although called a dispensary, no
prescription is required to purchase here.
9. Empty storefronts – 338 to 342 Queen East
I think all of this stretch is now owned
by WE (see south side of Queen for more
info) and, sadly, there is no activity to
note here. But it would however be
great if WE would attend to the graffiti
on their many storefronts to keep the
neighbourhood less dishevelled.
10. Subway – sandwich franchise
Anchoring the southwest corner of
Queen and Parliament is this locally
owned and operated Subway franchise.
noted: not just for lunch - Subway
opens at 8AM every day. A sub for
breakfast? Why not?!

3

Parliament North towards
Shuter
West Side

1. JBH Central Convenience – convenience
store
Squeezed in between the Subway and
Figs is this little convenience store. It
has a remarkably large assortment of
services – including key cutting and
lottery sales – for such a small space.
noted: JBH is open just 10AM to 10PM,
not so convenient first thing in the
morning.
2. Figs – breakfast and lunch restaurant
With hours of 7AM to 4PM, you know
that this is a spot for epic breakfasts and
brunches. With sunny, bright windows,
Tula and her staff at Figs provide
friendly service. This is a welcoming
spot best known for its breakfasts
though it also has delicious salads,
sandwiches and other non-eggy dishes.

noted: Figs is famous locally for its Eggs
Benedict. If you haven’t tried it, you
should!

4

Parliament North towards
Shuter
East Side

1. 187 – 193 Parliament St - slated for
development
The Thrifty / Dollar car rental is still
operating and people are still occupying
187 Parliament but the clock is ticking
on their tenancy. A local developer has
submitted an application for a 12-storey
mixed-use “work/live” building with
retail and office in the lower levels.
2. Jessie’s: The June Callwood Centre for
Young Women
Jessie’s provides free social services for
pregnant teens, young mothers and
their children. Established in 1982,
Jessie’s goal is to help young women
find safe, affordable housing; access
comprehensive health services; and
complete their high school education.
noted: local journalist and activist June
Callwood also established Nellie’s, a
shelter for women and their children
fleeing violence. Nellie’s is located
further east on Queen St. in Riverside
and is named for Nellie McClung,
pioneering Canadian feminist.
3. Peking Express – Chinese takeout &
delivery restaurant
With a long menu of Canadian-Chinese
favourites of egg rolls, won ton, sweet
& sour everything and even old
school chop suey, Peking Express is a
delicious way to satisfy your Chinese
food cravings. As the name implies,
Peking Express is a takeout and delivery
restaurant and has no seats to eat in.
Open every day from 4PM, they are
open late on Friday & Saturday.
noted: family run for almost 40 years,
this is another old time Corktown
business. You can call for delivery from
Peking Express directly or use one of the
many delivery services like Just-Eat.ca
or UberEats.

4. Captain Cookes Fish & Chips – fish & chip
shop
Like its next door neighbour, Captain
Cookes is a mom & pop restaurant
that’s been here since 1981. It may look
a bit dingy from outside but when you
venture inside it is clean with fast and
friendly service. Not in the mood for
fish? No problem, there are burgers and
other options on the menu.
noted: cash only – no debit or credit
cards accepted at Captain Cookes. But
you won’t need much cash! The prices
are as olde time as the menu; the most
expensive item is just $9.
5. Kullubi Food & Spice – variety store
At first glance, Kullubi is your standard
variety store with pop and chips and
basic, mostly processed foods. But
look a little closer and you’ll find a
broad assortment of foods and spices
from “back home” in Ethiopia. I was
surprised at the different types of grains
available and will be back to pick some
up soon.
noted: not only can you buy injera
(Ethiopian bread), you have a choice
of injera made here in Canada and
injera imported straight from Ethiopia.
Kullubi also sells green coffee beans so
you can roast at home for the freshest
coffee possible.
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North side of Queen Street

Parliament to Trefann

1. Souvlaki Express / Big Jack’s Burger
Shop – Greek restaurant and burger shop
Opa! Family owned and operated, you
can get your meal as takeout or delivery
from Souvlaki Express. But you’ll
probably want to eat in to enjoy the new
renovations, including the lovely new
bar. Now, the front part is a more formal
restaurant with plenty of comfy seating
and the back part is where you place
orders for souvlaki, saganaki, salads and
burgers. Closed Sundays.
noted: Although Greek food dominates
the menu, there is also a small yet
delicious menu representing Big Jack’s
Burger Shop. Every day a different
Burger of the Day is featured – just $10
including fries and a drink.
2. Ray’s Discount Convenience –
convenience and variety store
Like the name says, this is a
convenience store. It is the largest of
the several convenience stores around
Queen & Parliament and it has a
broader selection of packaged foods and
general grocery items.

FIGS RESTAURANT

noted: although signs tout Fresh
Produce, this is limited to bananas. This

is the spot for tinned vegetables and
boxes of cereal, not tomatoes and fresh
berries.
3. Redline Coffee and Espresso –
independent café
We have so many great coffee spots
in Corktown and Redline is one of
my favourites. It is truly part of the
neighbourhood with friendly service
that makes everyone feel welcome.
Great coffee and also delicious (and
very affordable) baked goods and lunch
foods.
noted: most of the baking is done inhouse (the banana bread is epic) and
Redline makes 2 soups from scratch
every day.
4. Ryan Restaurant – East African
restaurant
The menu is mainly Ethiopian dishes. I
suspect the service is not super speedy
as most items are prepared to order but
are worth the wait. There are several
tables if you want to eat in and a comfy
looking sofa for those waiting for their
takeout order.
noted: open at 6AM every day, you can
visit Ryan Restaurant for breakfast,
lunch or dinner. I’m looking forward to
trying a breakfast of Foul (fava beans),
now that I know this is available so
close to home!
5. Hard Knocks Boxing Club – boxing gym
Owned by Lee Baxter, a boxing
promoter, Hard Knocks offers training
to anyone from people who are looking
to get in shape with a boxing class to
amateurs who box as a hobby and even
to professional boxers, getting ready for
a fight. If you want to learn more, go
by and manager Sheena will set you up
with a program that is right for you.
noted: Hard Knocks is open to everyone
– women are welcome, too! As the only
gym with a regulation-sized boxing
ring in Toronto, you may find yourself
training with a celebrity from the
boxing world.
6. King Solomon Queen of Sheba –
Ethiopian restaurant
King Solomon Queen of Sheba is a fullservice Ethiopian restaurant. Unlike
the other Ethiopian spots nearby, it
has a full bar, table service and is more
of a destination for a relaxed meal
with friends. Everything is made from
scratch, no frozen vegetables or meats
are used.
noted: gluten-free injera (Ethiopian
bread) is available and the vegetarian
options are fully vegan with no dairy or
other animal products.
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7. Kiza Restaurant & Lounge – Pan-African
restaurant
Kiza is more of a restaurant than a
lounge. It is a lovely space with high
ceilings, big windows, and comfy tables
for lounging and talking over food and
drinks. Open every day for dinner, the
restaurant features dishes from all over
Africa so there’s sure to be something
you haven’t tried before.
noted: recommended dishes are the
efo riro (Nigerian spinach stew), South
African-style oxtail stew (very different
from the West Indian-style oxtail
that’s more common in Toronto) and,
for adventurous eaters, the peppered
gizzards are delicious!
8. EJ Sushi – Japanese sushi restaurant
This little sushi spot is another mom &
pop business. EJ runs the front of house
while her husband, IU, is the sushi
chef with almost 25 years experience
in sushi kitchens. Sushi and rolls are
the stars of the menu but there are
also bento boxes, udon (noodles) and
teriyaki for those who prefer their food
cooked. Closed Sundays, this is a great
spot for a sushi lunch or dinner, eat in
or takeout.
noted: Want sushi but don’t want to
go out? Get your EJ Sushi delivered by
UberEats.
10. Ackee Tree – Jamaican / Caribbean
restaurant
Would you ever guess that this is the
old dive bar, Annie’s? I wouldn’t! Ackee
Tree is bright and clean and friendly
with delicious Jamaican food. Although
new to Corktown, Chef Chris has been
operating Ackee Tree at other locations
in Toronto for 25 years. Everything is
made from scratch – no frozen oxtail
or chicken here! – and the service is as
good as the food. Ackee Tree has no liquor
license (yet!) and is open Tuesday through
Saturday from noon to around 8PM.
noted: not just a restaurant, Ackee Tree
caters, too! Give them a call if you’re
looking for food for a party, birthday,
wedding, funeral or any other occasion.
11. We’ll skip the next few storefronts, as
there isn’t anything of interest or that’s
open to the public.
12. 290 Ion – women’s fashion store
Just open Thursday to Saturday, 11am
to 6pm, 290 Ion is a gem. Selling a
beautifully curated collection of
“innovative Canadian and international
design”, this is one of my favourite
shops in the city, let alone Corktown.
noted: designers and styles you won’t
find anywhere else in Toronto. The
owner is a wonderful stylist – let her
pull together pieces to fit your personal
style.

14. Queen Gallery – exhibition and event
space
This is a lovely space with a charming
proprietor. Queen Gallery rents its
gallery space for group and solo art
exhibits, workshops, meetings and
events. Drop in and see what’s on
display.
noted: think of Queen Gallery when
you’re planning an event. It’s available
for all kinds of events, not just art
shows.
15. Forest Hill Real Estate – real estate
broker
The downtown office for the Forest Hill
Real Estate group, these realtors tend
to focus on the higher end of the real
estate market.
noted: In addition to helping buy or
sell a home, Forest Hill has property
management services to take care of
finding tenants and managing your
investment property.
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South side of Queen Street

Parliament to Power

1. Shoppers Drug Mart - full service
pharmacy franchise
Our local Shoppers Drug Mart has a
post office as well as your standard
retail services, a full pharmacy, of
course, and a small makeup counter
staffed by pleasant and knowledgeable
women.
noted: now that Shoppers is part of the
Loblaws empire, it is also becoming
a mini grocery store. This one has
little in the way of fresh food but is
well stocked with basic dairy items,
packaged foods and a small frozen
foods section.
2. empty storefronts – to Power Street
The rest of the block from Shoppers to
Power Street is now empty storefronts.
The TD Bank moved last year and
the Logo Magik t-shirt shop closed a
few months back. A local developer
recently announced their proposal
to develop this entire block from
Parliament to Power. The proposal is
for an ugly building (in my opinion)
with 2 towers of 16- and 29-storeys. It is
very early in the development process
so expect this block to be just dingy,
empty storefronts for at least a couple
of years.
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Clean Toronto
Together
CORKTOWN COMMON
By Trevor McLeod
On Sunday April 22nd, the CRBA,
dozens of Corktowners and local
business owners took part in the
city-wide event called Clean Toronto
Together and for the 2nd year in a row
picked up garbage and recycling in and
around Corktown Common. This event
was part of a larger City of Toronto
led initiative now in its 15th year,
which brought together over 185,000
volunteers and successfully cleanedup over 455 community areas across
Toronto, a 37% increase over 2017!
Greater knowledge of environmental
stewardship in our City shows how
much citizens care about our green
spaces and our enjoyment with them.
The Corktown Residents & Business
Association was proud to have hosted
this event for the second straight year
and thanks everyone who was able and
willing to lend a helping hand on a
gorgeous spring Sunday morning, see
you next year.

SUCCESS

Housewarming at
Henrietta Lane
By Scott Wilson, CRBA Board
On May 5, Henrietta Lane hosted the CRBA’s monthly public meeting. This was a
great opportunity for Alexi and Josh to show off their new establishment and for
CRBA members to gather in a less formal venue.

noted: don’t miss the funny graffiti
pizza door while you’re walking by.
Something fun between all the empty
windows.

WELCOME
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Reconciliation: Tangible Action
By Larry Webb, Corktown Resident

Like others, I am passionate about finding ways that we can make amends for the history we have imposed
on the Indigenous peoples of Canada. It’s a dark story but it doesn’t have to stay that way. Rewriting the
story isn’t easy with the bureaucratic and political structures created in an attempt to make this country a
vibrant place to call home. But others called it home long before our ancestors arrived on Canadian shores.

FUTURE HOME OF
INDIGENOUS CULTURAL HUB
photo courtesy: Veronica Cooper

On the east side of Cherry Street, in
the new area of Corktown, is the old
Canary restaurant. This is to be the site
for a new Indigenous cultural hub, a
mark of the reconciliation which we
hear so much about but which rarely
transforms itself into fact.
I had the opportunity to sit down with
Joe Hester, the Executive Director of
Anishnawbe Health Toronto (AHT). He
is the driving force behind what is to
happen there.
LW: Hi Joe. How long have you been

working on this dream?
JH: In 2002 we submitted a functional
plan to the Ministry of Health for the
first time and identified a preferred site,
not the current one. Prior to 2002 we
had looked at literally dozens of sites,
centrally located both east and west
of Yonge although we already had two
sites in the east part of downtown and
one only in the west. Prior to 2000, I
was having discussions with the City
about needing a cultural and health
care presence for Indigenous people
centrally. One promising site looked
at was what is now the dog park on
Power Street in Corktown; but when we
learned that it might be a burial ground,
we stopped out of respect.
LW: So what brought you to the Cherry

Street site?
JH: Glen Murray, the former Toronto

Centre MPP and Cabinet Minister,
had heard our story and it resonated
with him. Eventually, in 2014, he came
through with a land deal for AHT.
The land was transferred to AHT but

conditions that went with it were
insurmountable. It took two years of
hard work and negotiation to change
them so that the vision could actually
be realized. Now the challenge is
working with the City and Waterfront
Toronto to meet Urban Design
requirements for the site.
LW: Would you build on the whole block?
JH: AHT only needs something like

60,000 square feet where the block is
intended to house more than 300,000
sf, so we need partners to make the
dream a reality. And that includes
development expertise, which helps
make the financial challenge solvable.
Dream Kilmer is currently capably
filling that role.
LW: So who are your other partners?
JH: We have had many over the years,

most of whom have gone by the
wayside. But I am pleased to be able
to list the following current partners:
Miziwe Biik, providing Indigenous
employment services and training;
Indspire, which educates, connects,
and invests in Indigenous people to
achieve their highest potential; a yet to
be determined Indigenous operator for
the daycare and family services centre;
and a restaurant to be operated by a very
successful Indigenous chef. There will
also be residential development, both
ownership and rental. Even with the
income from residential development,
it is difficult to make it all work within
the original vision, but time and effort
is bringing that vision closer and closer
to reality.

We provide all aspects of
Indigenous healthcare,
meeting physical and
psychological needs using
traditional processes
combined with the best
of western medicine. The
Indigenous focus is mind,
body, spirit and emotion, a
holistic approach.

LW: What about the Health Centre itself?
JH: The Province has been supportive

of community hubs generally and
AHT has been trying to find a way to
bring energy to the community but
under their own steam. Finding a
place of belonging through activities
and architecture has been central to
the concept. Applying the concept
of reconciliation, a mindfulness and
dialogue has been created to express it
through the place itself, reflecting the
differences between how Indigenous
people see land and how others see it.
AHT is a good example of blending
western and Indigenous health
approaches and the same is to be applied
to the land itself.

meeting physical and psychological
needs using traditional processes
combined with the best of western
medicine. They do work well together.
The Indigenous focus is mind, body,
spirit and emotion, a holistic approach.
I think there are medical solutions that
exist outside of the western model; our
model is to find the best solutions that
exist from either approach.
LW: How does this inform the Corktown

outcome?
JH: By allowing the land itself to define
what will eventually be seen. The
challenge is trying to imagine the space
through different eyes and blending it with
non-Indigenous viewpoints. And of course,
the Ministry of Health partially funds
and totally regulates the Centre so we
have to blend the values we are promoting
with the Ministry requirements. That
has been going well, I think.
LW: What has been a cultural challenge

in trying to achieve this end?
JH: No credence is given to what “we”
think without credentials. I looked
and found some Navajo experience of
hiring a non-Navajo person to make
public statements, which then received
acceptance and funding. I don’t like it but
if it makes the difference between success
and failure of this project, I’m doing it!

LW: Where does the AHT operate from

LW: What about your own background

currently?

Joe; what are your credentials!?

JH: We are consolidating three locations:
Queen, Gerrard and Vaughan Road and
possibly a fourth location. We provide
all aspects of Indigenous healthcare,

JH: Well, I did native studies at
universities in Lethbridge, Brandon,
Laurentian, and Trent and started
out my working life in business and
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economics. My health knowledge is
from experience only and I have had my
struggles with that. But I feel positive
about the outcomes of the health centre;
time is the big issue. There are major
deadlines with the health centre which
aren’t the same for the rest of the project
and that is very demanding.
LW: What about non-Indigenous people;

will you be serving us?
JH: Capacity is a major problem in trying

to service the non-Indigenous population.
We have non-Indigenous staff and
practitioners as well as non-Indigenous
partners of Indigenous people. But ful of
locating in a new neighbourhood and are
trying to overcome the capacity problems.
Young Indigenous peoples are looking
for a place where people of all origins
come together and exclusivity is absent.
That is the dream and the goal.
LW: How does heritage figure into the

09

JH: Land for us is seen as the “first

family”: air, animals, plants, and the
seasons. There is a responsibility to
that relationship. It’s not about one
being superior to the other but an
understanding that all must thrive.
I wonder what it would be if young
people understood this relationship
more. The more who are aware, the
greater the number of ways there are
of applying that thinking. What if we
taught these concepts to our children
and equipped them to understand that
relationship? Then the engineer who
comes out of that process will come up
with different solutions.
LW: Any last words about the future of

the Cherry Street site?
JH: Well, there is still not much in the

way of built-form to tell you. But watch
for an update when there are designs
available. I will be very happy to come
back and give you more detail.

plans?
LW: Thank you so much for this Joe; we
JH: We have a heritage property and

cannot ignore it. How can we retain
the heritage buildings and incorporate
the history and fulfil our own health
mandates? It’s not one or the other but
both. There is a way.
LW: What can we all learn from this

process?

look forward to that.
We would like to acknowledge
that Corktown is positioned on the
traditional territory of the Mississaugas
of New Credit First Nation, the
Haudenosaunee, the Huron-Wendat
and home to many diverse Indigenous
peoples.

WHAT’S ON YOUR TO-DO LIST?
If the first items are “clean the gutters, repaint porch,...” then, we can
help you rethink how your life adventure is shaping up. The Sumach
is an exceptional rental concept designed for active retired people.
More than just a building, you’ll discover the amenities you’re looking
for from a horticulture room, outdoor terrace plus a restaurant and
lively pub. Best of all, you’ll be in the heart of Toronto’s Downtown East
where a world-class revitalization is well under way!

1 Bedroom Suite – Starting at $1,995

For more details, visit :

thesumachbychartwell.com
or call 416-644-8912

In proud partnership with
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FROM EYE EXAM TO
FRAME FITTINGS,
OUR DOCTORS DO MORE

Corktown Eyecare

Now serving the Corktown community
days, evenings and weekends too!
569 King St. East 647-539-3937

@corktowneyecare

eye exams | fresh frames | doctor-driven care

J.SCOTT WILSON

sales representative

condos

homes
Corktown
unique



Distillery District



Canary District



Old Town Toronto

416-904-0321
Bosley Real Estate Ltd., Brokerage

yourhome-downtown.com
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Update on Relief Line Subway
By Ole Calderone, Corktown Resident & Relief Line Stakeholder Advisory Committee attendee

By now you’re probably
aware that the city’s
biggest transit priority,
the Relief Line Subway,
is wrapping up its early
planning work and has
an alignment set to pass
right through Corktown.
Joining Pape station on Line 2 to Queen
and Osgoode stations on Line 1, the new
subway will travel south on Pape and
Carlaw Avenues, along Eastern Avenue
to serve the future huge East Harbour
office project at Broadview, then
cross under the Don River and angle
northwards diagonally until it gets back
to Queen Street.
There are two station locations
proposed and approved by council
between East Harbour (Broadview)
and Queen Station (Yonge Street), with
one at Moss Park/Sherbourne and the
other near Sumach Street and King
Street. That station would become the
transit centre of Corktown, linking
the new 514 Cherry streetcar that will
eventually continue down into the
portlands, the busy 504 King streetcar,
and potentially other future surface
transit modes. Coupled with a major
new GO station spanning the Don
River for the East Harbour development,
Corktown is set to become one of the best
connected neighbourhoods in town!
The proposed Relief Line station at
Sumach Street has been supported by
the Corktown Residents & Business
Association since first proposed over
two years ago. In fact, Corktown
residents first suggested to the project
team that it could do double-duty to
reconnect our neighbourhood if it was
situated on a diagonal beneath the
Richmond-Adelaide overpasses where
they cross near King and Sumach.
Those overpasses split the entire area in
two in the 1960s and have been fallow
unused spaces at street-level ever since,
so the subway provides a way to use that
space more effectively and cohesively to
stitch the area back together.
The 2016 Corktown proposal had
envisioned both the entire station
box – that’s the train platforms and
any underground concourse level -and the rail alignment to diagonally
run directly beneath the overpass
structures, avoiding any need for the
city to purchase property or easements
alongside the route… an idea that’s also

fiscally prudent as the city already
owns the land under those elevated
roads. The notion put forward was that
the best use for that fallow surface
land is to become the station entrances
themselves -- rather than placing
entrances at the sides of the overpasses,
the best way going forward to animate
and use the space under the overpasses
is as the actual entrance locations.
The most recent round of TPAP-ready
route and station proposals for the
Relief Line have shifted that alignment
slightly west and south of the
overpasses, but on the same diagonal
direction. Various technical issues
were given for the shifted rail tunnels,
so current planning does not put the
station box directly under the elevated
roads. The presented preliminary plans
also ignored the space under Richmond/
Adelaide and opted to suggest
expropriating at least two properties
alongside the overpasses to use as

Imagine the areas under
the overpasses as being
well lit at night, active with
passengers throughout
the day and evening, and
no longer empty and
uncomfortable zones.

station entrances. This was naturally
upsetting to at least one of the property
owners and seems odd given the city
already owns plenty of land near the
station box and has an opportunity to
upgrade a space from one that separates
the neighbourhood into somewhere
that brings people right onto it.
Imagine the areas under the overpasses
as being well lit at night, active with

GENERAL RELIEF LINE ROUTE
AND STATION LOCATIONS

passengers throughout the day and
evening, and no longer empty and
uncomfortable zones. The overhead
roads already act as a roof for any
entrances to the underground station…
one could almost see the central portion
between King and Sumach becoming a
covered public plaza with escalators and
elevators down to the station concourse.
If the station entrances are beside the
overpasses instead of under them,
those areas under the roads will remain
empty and probably dark for a long time
to come, but as entrances Corktown
residents both north and south of the
overpasses could use those spaces as
a way to cross the gap and to cross the
city.
More information can be found at
the city’s web page for the Relief Line:
reliefline.ca . Look for Relief Line South
for project background, contact details,
or to be added to the project mailing list.
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POPPED St. Lawrence Neighbourhood
Association (SLNA)
THE GOOD AND THE BAD

Summer’s here and
that means festivals
and fun. I’m looking
forward to free movies
in Corktown Common
in July. I’ll be watching local Facebook
groups and email news to find out what
other fun (and free) activities are going
on around here. Will we get music
festivals in Underpass Park again? And
what about the Underpass Park Farmers’
Market? I hope by the time you read
this, it has started up again – bigger and
better than last year!
Summer’s here and
that also means extra
noise and annoyances.
Some motorcyclists
from across the city
have decided that racing along Bayview
to congregate in Underpass Park is
their thing. Very annoying to the
residents around Lower River. And very
dangerous as they whip by the parks,
playgrounds and homes at double the
speed limit. What with luxury car
owners driving into the playground to
rev their engines and the motorcycles
racing around, it’s hard for local kids to
get into the skate park and basketball
hoops at Underpass Park.
I’m seeing positive
activity in parts of
Corktown that have
been neglected. King
Street is especially
promising. Gusto 501 on King Street
by Body Blitz actually broke ground!
Henrietta Lane is bustling every
day. Work on Sackville Park is well
underway. The King Street Pilot is still
super crowded but the trip is faster.
Overall, things are getting better.
I’m concerned,
Corktown is getting
both a new MPP and
new councilor. All
candidates are making
loads of promises to residents, but will
they follow through? Are they getting
local input and insights on property
developments, transit, parks, zoning
and more? So much is going on and
our volunteer-run neighbourhood
association, the CRBA, is swamped and
struggling to keep on top of them all.
Unless more people get involved in the
CRBA, I’m worried that poor decisions
will be made about proposed condos, the
subway Relief line, and other projects
that will affect our area for decades.
If you’re also worried, join a CRBA
committee! Email info@corktown.ca
and let them know how you can help.

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE UPDATE

By Suzanne Kavanagh, VP External and Development Committee Member, SLNA

From your neighbours to the west, here is an update on development activities
in the St. Lawrence neighbourhood. Our committee meets once a month at City
Hall and hears presentations for proposals which can be either pre-application
or pre-community consultation. In some cases, we hear the presentations
alongside members of the CRBA Development Committee.
This past year has been a challenge – we
miss Pam McConnell. Like the song says
you don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s
gone. Our interim Councilor has chosen
a different style than Pam including
meeting with developers without
the neighbourhood associations. In
addition to this change, this is the first
time we have had staff refusal reports
for applications that the Councillor
decided to ignore in favour of settling
with developers. Of course, our
Councillor is within her right to meet
with the City Solicitor and go in camera
but it is not a practice we have seen for
many years.
We know that every neighbourhood has
its own DNA and needs to be developed
with that in mind. New projects need
to be in keeping with the context of
the DNA. The next files to come to the
SLNA will be subject to the new Local

Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT). The
LPAT replaces the Ontario Municipal
Board, a broadly unpopular body seen as
favouring developers.
There will be a learning curve for
us as we adjust to this new process.
More than ever we will need a
strong Councillor who will listen
to the neighbourhood as the LPAT
will be looking for neighbourhood
participation.
The most recent Community
Consultation was the application for
250 Front Street East. We will wait
for Council to rise in July and then
meet again with the developer. They
understand that more refinement is
needed and that somewhere on the
site needs to be dedicated parkland.
After the Community Consultation
we chatted with the developers and

they know there is work to be done.
The major concern is the mid-block
connection and the setbacks and
stepbacks along King as well as Front
Street which will have the First
Parliament Site interpretation on the
south side of Front Street.
We look forward to working with
our neighbours in Corktown where
development applications need
support. We have in fact registered as
Participants at the OMB (LPAT) for 18
Eastern et al as this is another example
of the built form not honouring the
DNA of the neighbourhood.
We are also pushing the new
Community Planning Director to
revisit the King Parliament Secondary
Plan with the focus of asking when
does this area stop being considered a
“regeneration area”.

Sackville Park Renovation
By Trevor McLeod
As you may have noticed with the
fencing and hoarding in place, the long
overdue renovation of Sackville Park &
Playground located at 420 King St East
has finally begun. The $1.25 million
dollar improvement project which
began with public consultations in
2016, will provide Corktown residents
with improved lighting for safety, a
new splash pad to replace the existing
wading pool, ample seating with new
benches and picnic tables along with
new walkways and tree plantings and
flower beds. Aiming for a completion
date of July 9th, 2018 this speedy park
upgrade project (taking just over 3
months to complete!) will add much
needed park amenities to this part of
Corktown. An announcement will be
provided from the CRBA on an official
opening date and ribbon cutting
ceremony in the near future!

UNDER
CONSTRUCTION
photos courtesy: Trevor McLeod
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Questions For Our Then & Now
Next Councillor
PURE SPIRITS BUILDING
By Aaron Binder

by Tricia Waldron and Matt Elliott
Changes to the municipal boundaries and the untimely death of our City
Councillor Pam McConnell mean that we have a blank slate for selection of a new
Councillor in October. This is a great opportunity for change. But, as citizens, we
have work to do to get to know the candidates and make our choices.
To this end, we have prepared a list of 15 questions you can ask the candidates. Of
course, you will have some questions of your own. These are just some ideas to get
you going. How can you get your questions answered? Attending All Candidates
meetings is a good opportunity to ask them.
And, when it comes to election time, we hope you will VOTE. Your vote is always
important but voting is especially crucial this year when we do not have an
incumbent in the mix.
Questions for potential city councillors:
1. Why are you running for office?
2. Toronto has been grappling with a
spike in the number of road users
injured or killed on city streets.
What will you do to make streets
safer for those who aren’t driving?
3. What will you do to make housing
in Ward 21 more affordable? Can
we avoid pricing people out of the
neighbourhoods they’ve called
home for years or decades?
4. What will you do to address our
changing climate?
5. How will you ensure the subway
Relief Line gets built? What will
you do to expedite construction?
What sort of interim measures
would you support until the Relief
Line is completed?
6. Do you see a need for continued
police reform in Toronto? What
should that reform look like?
7. Last winter, due to bad weather,
the City went through a shelter
crisis and had to quickly add 1200
respite spaces for people seeking
shelter, some in motels and some
in temporary spaces with few
resources. What will you do to
ensure this doesn’t happen again?
8. The Ontario government has
initiated a pilot in the Corktown
neighbourhood to support the
development of affordable rental
housing by making Provincial
lands available on a below market
long-term lease basis. What other
strategies would you pursue to
create more rental stock? And to
make sure that it is affordable?
9. Flood protecting and naturalizing
the Don River Mouth is one of the
biggest and most transformative
initiatives on Toronto’s waterfront.
Will you ensure that the City fully
implements this project?

10. There are still dozens of empty
storefronts in our neighbourhood.
The City of Toronto recently
received permission to eliminate
a provincially-mandated property
tax rebate offered to owners of
buildings with vacant units, in an
attempt to spur business activity.
Do you support this move? What
further measures could be taken
to support new and existing small
businesses facing high rents?
11. The Toronto Overdose Protection
Strategy started offering safe
injection services in Moss Park last
year. It was recently announced
they’ll be moving from their trailer
to an indoor space. Do you support
safe injection sites? How should
they be located?
12. Our ward has seen a lot of
infrastructure work coordinated
by provincial agencies Metrolinx
and Infrastructure Ontario over
the last few years — with more
to come. Communication has
been challenging at times, as
have impacts related to noise,
vibration and construction. As our
Councillor, what will you do to
improve the relationship between
these agencies and residents/
businesses?
13. Do you support the recent
reforms to the Ontario Municipal
Board? Are further reforms to
the planning, development and
appeals process necessary?
14. How do you feel about road pricing
– tolls, congestion fees, parking
levies, and so on? Is now a good
time to implement these measures?
15. Many film and TV productions
choose this area to make their
productions, which has been a
large contributor to the Toronto
economy. How will you support
the film and television industry?
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The Dogs of Corktown
By The Dogs of Corktown and their owners

“What the heck are they building under the electricity pole?”
“I think that’s our dog park!”
“There is no way…. That is our dog park?!”

WORKING OUT IN CORKTOWN COMMON
photo courtesy: Kristin Halliwell

“Why do two-legs get
a beautiful lush park
with paths meandering
through lily pad laden
ponds, bushes with
plentiful berries, and even
a splash pad? And we
dogs get a tiny triangular
playpen adorned with
rocks, concrete and wire
fencing? Where is our
water fountain? There
is an electricity pole
looming high above, yet
no lights?”
“Dogs of Corktown” was formed in early
2016 by a group of local dog owners who
sought to improve the space set aside for
our pets and help shape the direction of
our growing community.
When I moved to Corktown in the
spring of 2013, the Canary District
condos were just cranes outside my
window. Corktown Common had been
completed only a few months before I
took up residence.

During that time, I got a puppy that
I hoped would come to love our new
neighbourhood as much as I did.
This was my first dog as an adult and
truthfully, I had no idea what a blessing
he would become in my life. Come
rain or shine, through winter storms
or floods, we made it our daily routine,
at least twice a day, to walk down the
block, under the overpass and across
to Corktown Common, where we met
others like us. There we were bundled
up or not, freezing or comfortable, so
that we and our dogs could enjoy our
neighbourhood park.
The social atmosphere of walking one’s
dog in an urban setting like Toronto was
something I had no idea even existed. Dog
culture begins at dawn and socializing
carries on throughout the day.
Early morning, from 7 to 8am, you
find the pre-work crowd. Between 8
and 10am, one meets those who work
from home, those who make home
their work, and the retired, all of whom
can wake up at a more comfortable
hour. From 10am to 2pm, there are dog
walkers and home workers who have
given into the guilt of having dogs look
at them longingly while they work.
Between 4 and 8pm is the time for the
post-work walk. Whether you work
from home or at an office, this is the
time to really let your dog have fun

It turns out that your life
and your schedule now fully
revolve around taking care
of this beautiful creature that
depends on you to be their
caregiver.

because the day is through and now we
can relax. Later than 8pm walkers are
those that went out after work, went out
for dinner, or have a puppy that can’t
hold their bladder for a minute longer.
Then there are the weekends. The road
trips to Cherry Beach, long walks along
the Don River, and random visits to the
park.
It turns out that your life and your
schedule now fully revolve around
taking care of this beautiful creature
that depends on you to be their
caregiver.
What do we get in return you might
ask? This brings us to the birth of “Dogs
of Corktown”.
A bunch of us would meet every day at
Corktown Common. Our talk was the
usual banter until one day we started

discussing the future. We knew the park
and our community was going to change
with the influx of people, their families,
and, of course, their dogs. We wanted
to be part of shaping the growth of our
community and we wanted our dogs to
be a welcome part of the community.
We know that there are good owners,
and we know that there are not-so-good
owners. What we are attempting to do
is be part of the solution and not the
problem. To be an active part of the
community and work hand-in-hand
with the community at large to shape
the way we all live in this space we call
“home”.
We take pride and responsibility in
our local environment and in keeping
it clean and safe for everyone to enjoy.
In conjunction with the Corktown
Residents & Business Association,
we host the spring Dogs of Corktown
Park Clean Up Day. On this day, we
encourage anyone in the community to
come down to Corktown Common and
help us clean up the park after the long
Canadian winter, so that the City staff
does not have to bear the burden alone.
The park is one thing we all have in
common. We hope to make it an even
better, more welcoming space, for
the dogs of Corktown as well as the
humans.
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CORKTOWN COMMON PARK

THURSDAY EVENINGS IN JULY
OPENS JULY 5TH

ROMAN HOLIDAY

EATS & TREATS FOR SALE @ 7PM • FILMS @ SUNDOWN
PWYC / BYOBLANKET

•

FULL SCHEDULE AT TOPICTURESHOW.COM

THIS SERIES IS GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY

#TOPS18 / @TOPICTURESHOW

