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Street Names 101 
and the Missing Virgin
By Coralina Lemos, Corktown Historian and Author | corktownhistory.com 
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WE 
Global 
is also 
local
By Dianna English

The WE Global Learning Centre (WE 
GLC) is an innovative hub where doing 
good is a daily occurrence. More than 
just our headquarters, the WE GLC 
serves the public, especially local 
schools, and anchors our core programs 
(akin to youth serving organizations 
like the YMCA). The first floor of 
the building welcomes students for 
service-learning programs, teachers for 
professional development, and experts 
to develop curriculum and share 
knowledge. 

The WE GLC is also a hub of 
community activity hosting our 
neighbours to gather, discuss, and plan 
actions to address diverse issues. In 
2019, we welcomed approximately 50 
non-profits through use of meeting 
rooms, Skype-broadcasting services or 
other resources. The centre has hosted 
G7 youth meetings, an Indigenous 

Street Names, can 
we live without them? 
It seems we give 
little thought to these 
monikers, embossed 
on metal, and yet what 
would a regular day be 
if we didn’t have them 
to keep us on track 

and stay connected 
to people, places, and 
everyday life events. 

The earliest record of area street names was 
recorded by Reuben Sherwood, in 1819, 
while surveying the southern portion of 
the Government ‘Park’ reserve. He did so 
following councils’ decision to sell these 
and other lands in order to raise money 
for the construction of a ‘proper’ hospital. 
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We never seem to learn

While King Street is an inherited 
corridor, extended eastward from the 
former Town of York, it’s worth noting 
that ‘Sumach Street’ is the oldest name 
in Corktown, and reminds us of when 
this tree species flourished within the 
woodlands of the ‘Park’ reserve. 

By 1830 the district was re-surveyed 
and as commercial enterprises were 
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VIRGIN PLACE 
WHERE DID OUR SIGNAGE GO?
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within its street names as a result, 
communication on this missing street 
sign has been initiated with City of 
Toronto officials. 

On a favourable note, this spring “Myer 
Willinsky Lane” will be Corktown’s 
newest street sign located behind the 
row houses that line Queen Street 
East, between Parliament and Trefann 
Streets. Myer Willinsky ordered 
the construction of the “Idle Hour”, 
Corktown’s first purpose-built theatre 
that opened in 1909. Further reading 
on this can be found in the Corktown 
News (Fall 2019) and in my book: 
Corktown: The History of a Toronto 
Neighbourhood and the People Who 
Made It.

established, the areas settlement 
pattern evolved. As a result, new street 
names were added to city directories by 
virtue of land registered plans or City 
Bylaws. Early markers would have been 
made out of wood, metal or stone. 

Following the arrival of a new 
millennium, in 2002, local 
neighbourhood groups gathered to 
discuss a new branding approach 
meant to place Toronto’s historic 
vicinity in the spotlight. With support 
from Councillor Pam McConnell, and 
City of Toronto Economic Development 
Department, funding was secured. 

The main objective was to inform 
locals and visitors about the ‘Old Town’ 
area. Subsequently, it was decided that 
neighbourhoods, including special 
district areas like St. James Cathedral 
and the Distillery, would be added to 
the “1793 Old Town Toronto” marker. 
Thus, each and every word is meant to 
inform, educate, and convey direction. 
While 1793 was the year Lieutenant 
Governor John Graves Simcoe arrived, 
Old Town Toronto assures pedestrians 
that they are in the historic section 
of the city. Each and every street 
sign is identified with a coloured 
strip distinct to the neighbourhood 
or district, followed by the street 

name. ‘Kelly Green’ is the colour that 
identifies Corktown’s location.

Unfortunately, changes to City Street 
Sign Policies has resulted in the 
abandonment of the initial aim to 
maintain our ‘Old Town’ branding. 
It’s also unforgiving that in some 
instance’s signs have been auctioned 
online rather than recycling them in 
the event a replacement is needed. 

As this account goes to print, one of 
Corktown’s most intriguing street 
signs under the ‘Old Town’ signage 
initiative has been missing since June 
of 2019. Located between 501 and 507 
King Street East, Virgin Place acquired 
the legal right, as a street moniker, 145 
years ago following the purchase of 
two lots just east of Sackville Street by 
Samuel Virgin. He and his spouse, Ann 
McCulloch, settled in Corktown and 
in time raised eight children. Earning 

his income as a general labourer, his 
passing was deeply lamented by friends 
and colleagues who remembered him 
as a devout Methodist and founding 
member of a church that once stood 
on the northwest corner of Bright and 
King Streets. 

Upon hearing of the missing street 
sign family descendant, Dr. Garry 
Virgin, commented: “I was saddened 
to say the least. It would be a shame 
to forget about it, and just throw 
the issue into the bin of lost Toronto 
history. Samuel Virgin, for whom the 
street was named after, was a native of 
Huntingdonshire, England. 

He was my great-great grandfather. 
Arriving in Upper Canada c1830 he 
was one of the early inhabitants of 
Corktown. He was an active member 
in the community and resided there for 
most of his life until his death in 1899. 
Active in the church, Samuel Virgin 
was best known for his establishment 
of the first Methodist Church in the 
east end of Toronto, the King Street 
East Methodist Church, which still 
survives today albeit under a different 
name. In its day the church was an 
important meeting place for the local 
citizenry.”

Street Sign Updates: There’s no denying 
that much of Corktown’s history lies 
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WHAT’S UP IN CORKTOWN?
The Corktown Residents &  
Business Association is a not-for-
profit and non-commercial volunteer 
neighbourhood organization. 

We follow the latest developments in 
Corktown on a wide range of topics 
and serve as a liaison between 
Corktown, the City and other key 
organizations. 

The CRBA is an inclusive organization 
open to all local residents and 
businesses. Join us and add your 
voice to the community discussion!

website: www.corktown.ca  
email: info@corktown.ca 
Facebook: CorktownTO 
Twitter: @CorktownTO

NEXT CRBA MEETINGS
May 05 and August 04  
Join your neighbours at 7PM to 
find out what’s happening in our 
wonderful neighbourhood.  
 
Check www.corktown.ca for location, 
agendas and other details.

By 1830 the district 
was re-surveyed and as 
commercial enterprises 
were established, the areas 
settlement pattern evolved. 
As a result, new street 
names were added to city 
directories by virtue of land 
registered plans or City 
Bylaws.

STREET SIGN 
AUCTION

in Corktown

■ Personal, Corporate and Estate Taxes

■ Comprehensive financial services to businesses 

 and professionals from bookkeeping to tax planning

■ Audit and review engagements

K E L LY  P O R T E R  H E T U  P C
Char tered Professional Accountants, LPA

475 Queen Street East, Toronto M5A 1T9
416 955 0060 | kellyporterhetu.com

FROM EYE EXAM TO 
FRAME FITTINGS,  

OUR DOCTORS DO MORE

Corktown Eyecare
Serving the Corktown community 
days, evenings and weekends too!

569 King St. East
647-539-3937

eye exams | fresh frames | doctor-driven care

Book your appointment online. Visit www.CorktownEyecare.com

@corktowneyecare

STREET NAMES CONTINUED Hello Neighbours
By Suze Morrison, MPP, Toronto Centre

I am excited to bring you another update from my 
office. Spring is a beautiful time in Corktown. I hope 
you are all out enjoying the beautiful Corktown 
Common, counting down the Thursdays until the 
Underpass Farmers Market opens, and getting 
a chance to enjoy all of the history that your 
neighbourhood has to offer!

Last fall I was invited to participate in 
a walking tour of Historic Corktown, 
led by Coralina (Cory) Lemos. Cory is 
a Corktown heritage expert and it was 
such a privilege to see your beautiful 
neighbourhood through her eyes. If 
you ever have the opportunity to tour 
the neighbourhood with her, I would 
highly recommend it!

During the last Legislative session, 
I introduced a bill called The Rent 
Control Act. This bill would close a 
loophole in the Residential Tenancies 
Act. This loophole allows landlords of 
units in buildings first occupied on 
or after November 15th, 2018 to raise 
their tenants’ rent as much as they 
like once per year. There are no limits 

to these annual increases. This means 
that all new condos being built in 
Corktown and across the city would 
not be subject to rent control if units are 
rented out on the secondary market. We 
have seen tenants of new units face rent 
increases of up to 25%, well over ten 
times the 2.2% guideline increase for 
2020. In a city already facing a housing 
crisis, this loophole must be closed. 
You can sign a petition supporting the 
Rent Control Act on my website, www.
SuzeMorrison.ca, or come by my office 
for a paper copy!

Throughout the winter months, I 
hosted Coffee with Suze events at local 
cafes around Toronto Centre to talk 
with constituents and share a warm 

beverage. On February 21st, I met with 
Corktown residents at Tandem Coffee 
on King Street. It was so wonderful to 
be in such a cozy local spot and hear 
stories from your neighbours about how 
the government’s changes are affecting 
them. If you were unable to attend in 
February, keep your eyes peeled on 
social media and my website. We will 
be hosting more events soon!

Sharing the stories of my constituents 
is one of my favourite parts of being 
your MPP. Now that the Legislature has 
resumed following the winter recess, 
it is one of the best ways for me to hold 
the government to account. If you are 
passionate about an issue and want to 
share your story, I would love to hear 
from you. Please reach out to my office 
by phone or email.

It is always such a pleasure to share 
updates and information with the 
readers of Corktown News. If you have 
any questions or need help navigating 
Provincial Government services please 
reach out to my Community Office. My 
staff and I are here to help!

Community Office: 329 Parliament St. 
(North East corner of Parliament and 
Dundas Streets)
Phone: (416) 972-7683
Email: SMorrison-CO@ndp.on.ca
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moisturized. Normally, this sebum travels 
up along the hair then deposits onto the 
skin. For our bearded friends, the sebum 
is absorbed by the beard hair, leaving 
the skin underneath dry and flaky.

Dryness can also be related to harsh 
soaps and shampoos that strip too much 
sebum from your skin. 

Tips to remedy the issue:
 » Exfoliate regularly – Using an 

exfoliating scrub on your beard at 
least 2 times a week can be beneficial 
to reducing the dry, flaky appearance. 

 » Shampoo and Condition – We 
recommended washing your beard 
no more than 1-2 times per week. 
Choose a shampoo that is rich 
in oils, glycerin and hydrating 
ingredients. Yes, beard-specific 
shampoos also exist. We also 
recommend using a conditioner on 
your beard a few times per week. 

 » Use beard oil 

Train SMART

Evidence-based personal trainers 
and coaches help their clients to set 
and successfully attain their goals by 
following the SMART system. This 
type of goal setting allows for physical 
health coaches to engineer strategies 
based on proven systems that get 
results. 

SMART stands for specific, measurable, 
achievable, relevant, and time-bound. 

Specific goals are easiest to track if they 
are related to a performance outcome, 
like an event or sport. Placing too much 
emphasis on broad goals can lead to 
discouragement. General goals (e.g. get 
healthier) are important but are too 
difficult to quantify. 

Measurable goals have a defined 
starting point (i.e. an assessment) and 
allow individuals to understand the 
limits of what they can achieve based 
on their morphology, health history, 
metabolism, response to exercise, “body 
type”, etc. 

Following a SMART system actualizes 
goal attainment, which is easy to 
recognize. A concrete timeline exists to 
progress along and it becomes easier to 
make excuses to do it rather than to not.

Alternating between 
warm, hot and cold water, 
and dry and moist heat, 
provides many health and 
wellness benefits including 
the elimination of toxins, 
increased circulation, and 
relief from joint stiffness and 
achy muscles. 

Seventy Seven Park
Mortgages

We moved into the neighbourhood

MARIANNE RADMAN
Mortgage Broker

EDUARDO PONTES
Mortgage Broker

P: 416-350-8448 
E: info@seventysevenpark.ca
W: www.seventysevenpark.ca

455 Front St. E Suite S116
Toronto, ON M5A 0G2

Brokerage Licence: 13004

Specializing in the following;

•	Purchases
•	Refinances
•	Debt	Consolidation
•	Assistance	with	Renewals	
•	2nd	Mortgages	or	Home
	 Equity	Line	of	Credits

Call	for	a	free	consultation

Seventy Seven Park Half Page Ad.indd   1 2020-01-23   11:19 AM

5 WONDERS OF REYNA

REYNA ON KING
354 KING ST EAST

TORONTO

@REYNATORONTO  |  REYNAONKING.COM

5 @ $5 MENU
ENJOY 5 ITEMS FOR 5 DOLLARS

FROM 5PM-7PM WEEKDAYS

THE CROWN JEWEL OF CORKTOWN
WHERE THE MEDITERRANEAN MEETS THE MIDDLE EAST

MON-FRI
11am-late

WEEKEND BRUNCH
sat 10am-3pm

sun 10am-4pm

CATERING & PRIVATE EVENT BOOKINGS
REYNAONKING@BARREYNA.COM
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Taking Care of You
By Beverly Polley, Body Blitz; Aharon Trottier, Bode Spa and  
Joshua Kahn, Physical Health & Nutrition Coach

Thank you to the writers of the Wellness Section for 
taking the time to educate the community on various 
health topics. Hopefully you will benefit from these 
wonderful tips.

Relax. Replenish. Rejuvenate.

As Canada’s first urban waters spa for 
women, Body Blitz Spa was created as a 
result of a visit to the famous spa town 
of Baden-Baden, Germany where “health 
by water” and communal bathing has 
been a tradition for over 140 years. 

The Body Blitz experience integrates 
health and wellness through a 
Therapeutic Waters Circuit and 
replenishing body treatments. 

The circuit consists of a Dead Sea Salt 
Pool (98°), Cold Plunge Pool (66°), Epsom 
Salt Pool (104°), Infrared Sauna, and 
Eucalyptus Steam Room. 

Alternating between warm, hot and cold 
water, and dry and moist heat, provides 
many health and wellness benefits 
including the elimination of toxins, 
increased circulation, and relief from joint 
stiffness and achy muscles. In addition, it 
can boost the immunity system, reduce 
inflammation, improve sleep, release 
stress, and provide deep relaxation. 

The waters circuit was designed to 
remove stress and toxins, and then 
rejuvenate and replenish the body’s 
natural balance with minerals and 
nutrients sourced from the sea and earth. 
Body Blitz Spa also offers exclusively 
designed water-based body muds, 

scrubs, glows, and face + scalp 
treatments; and massages. Treatments 
include use of our own Body Blitz Skin 
Care products.

All of our treatments include 
complimentary use of our waters, 
which beautifully provides a deeper 
relaxation, additional health benefits, 
and a truly wonderful spa experience. 

Women visit Body Blitz Spa for various 
reasons and many prefer a silent 
environment. Therefore, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays are SILENT DAYS | no 
talking, at both Body Blitz Spa locations. 

Got D.I.F.? (dry, itchy, flaky beard) 

Your body produces sebum (oils) 
which keep your skin nourished and 

WE GLOBAL CONTINUED 

youth graduation ceremony, digital mental 
health trainings, a youth viewing party 
for the federal leader’s debate, a Canadian 
Citizenship Ceremony, and much more. 

From state-of-the-art technology 
to building renovations, we are 
incredibly grateful to have received 
targeted donations from longstanding 
supporters of the charity who believed 
an investment in infrastructure was 
required to support the enhancement 
and growth of our programming for 
young people, educators, and families. 
 
Our mission is to make doing good, 
doable. WE is a family of organizations 
including WE Charity, empowering 
domestic and international change, 
ME to WE, a social enterprise that 
creates socially conscious products 
and experiences to help support the 
charity, and WE Day, an unparalleled 
empowerment event, and the greatest 
celebration of social good.

WE Charity works with youth, schools 
and communities to help determine 
what the most pressing social issues are 
in their lives, and how to take action on 
those issues. 

In Canada our program WE Schools, 
provides teachers with free educational 

resources and action campaigns to 
encourage students to take action on 
pressing issues and develop social and 
emotional skills to succeed beyond 
the classroom. WE Charity also has 
specialized programming to develop 
youth led social enterprises, promote 
youth mental health, and provide 
leadership training to Indigenous youth. 

Globally, we have empowered over 1 
million people with clean water, built 
1,500 schools and schoolrooms overseas, 
and empowered more than 200,000 
children with access to education.
WE are so excited to be part of the 
Corktown Community! We always 
welcome our neighbors to come by to 
the WE GLC (399 Queen Street East) to 
say hello and share a cup of fair-trade 
ME to WE coffee on us. Please reach out 
to us at info@we.org and we’ll be happy 
to give you a tour!

WE are so excited to be 
part of the Corktown 
Community! We always 
welcome our neighbors to 
come by to the WE GLC to 
say hello and share a cup of 
fair-trade ME to WE coffee 
on us.

BODY BLITZ POOL

Add your Voice
We are always looking for ideas for 
future topics to help us live a healthy 
life. If you would like to share your 
knowledge and contribute to this 
section or if you have any questions 
for the authors, you can reach out to 
us at marketing@corktown.ca or find 
their ad in this newspaper.
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raised issues, suggests that fluency and 
consistency on our new policies likely 
isn’t there. 

But perhaps more importantly, 
even if policies were being applied 
correctly – and as of this writing TPS 
is investigating exactly that – we 
already know that they are out of 
inadequate in face of the steady march 
of technological progress. We know 
this to be particularly true for smarty 
city projects like SidewalkLabs – as our 
own provincial Information & Privacy 
Commissioner noted in a letter to 
Waterfront Toronto in the fall. 

While having private companies like 
Sidewalk Labs instruct our approach to 
privacy is clearly inappropriate — hence 
the death of the Urban Data 
Trust — leaving it up to policy makers to 
stay ahead sets an incredibly high bar. 
At this point, they are already playing 
catch-up – is it realistic to expect they 
can keep up as the pace of innovation 
only accelerates?

These issues matter  and not just for tech 
enthusiasts or the future inhabitants 
in Sidewalk Labs’ Quayside utopia. The 
residents of Corktown will pass through 
Quayside every day to get to work, to 
enjoy the waterfront, or to participate in 
all the amenities that that community 
will have to offer. 

How will they stay informed about 
what data is collected if they don’t live 
there? How will they provide consent 
for their activity to be monitored if 
they are only passing through? How 
will they derive benefit from their data 
being used if they don’t even live there?

None of the answers to these questions 
are clear. And while it is now the right 
group of stakeholders — Waterfront 
Toronto, the City, and our 
regulators — attempting to answer 
them, we may not know if they 
responses are to our satisfaction for 
some time yet.

Over the past 5-10 years we have observed 
a gentrification of most of our area 
while Queen St. East, between Berkeley 
and River Streets, has far too many 
vacant storefronts in an area that has a 
rich history and the potential of being 
more vibrant and inviting to the people 
and visitors of this part of our great city. 

Over this past year I’ve challenged 
myself and our team on how the CRBA 
can assist in breathing some life and 
new energy to that street. Our goal is 
to support the businesses we love by 
bringing more of our neighbors and 
pedestrian traffic to your front doors. 

It goes without saying that this cannot 
be accomplished without the active 
participation of those that will benefit 
the most through this initiative, the 
businesses themselves. We not only need 
your buy in, we also require your insight 

and your help. Our plan is to create a 
working group simply called “Queen 
East Revival Group”. The purpose of this 
group will be exploring opportunities 
and ideas intended primarily on filling 

vacancies while in the process cleaning 
up the empty storefronts as a way to 
attract new businesses and eventually 
more and more visitors. 

One of the ideas we are exploring in an 
effort to fill in these vacancies is working 
with an established company that has 
experience in working with “pop-ups”. 
Pop-up retail, also known as pop-up store 
or flash retailing, is a trend of opening 
short-term sales spaces that last for days 
to weeks before closing down, often to 
catch onto a fad or timely event. The 
company we partner with would assist 
us in working with the landlords to lease 
the space to facilitate this plan. Another 
idea is assisting interested landlords in 
finding permanent longer term tenants. 
We are in the early stages of these plans, 
currently completing a study to better 
understand the inventory of empty 
storefronts we have to work with. 

There is a lot of work to be done and 
we can share some of our ideas on how 
to break these tasks down. We are 
looking for people who travel Queen 
St. E. regularly and want to see it 
thrive! People with a passion for their 
community, like us! 

If you are a long time Corktown resident 
but don’t have time to join this group, 
we invite and encourage you to send 
along an email about what Queen St. E. 
used to be like 10 years ago, 20 years ago, 
30 years ago! Anything we can learn 
would not only be very interesting, but 
also quite useful.

Come on Corktown! Let’s make our 
part of Queen Street East another great 
destination for residents and visitors 
that we can all be very proud of! 

Email us at marketing@corktown.ca

The potential applications outside 
of law enforcement of being able to 
identify anyone, anywhere, at anytime 
are enormous. Some have even un-
ironically called Clearview AI’s 
breakthrough as “the end of privacy as 
we know it”. 

I am sharing this particular story since 
it is not only important in its own right, 
but because to me it is emblematic of 
the same institutional shortcomings 
that are playing out on more far-
reaching projects in our backyard.

Last issue I wrote about how the 
Sidewalk Labs project had the 
unfortunate timing of coming to 
Toronto in the midst of a broader 
awakening to the dark sides of our 
digitally-enabled society. The new tech 
utopia they were promising to build 
based on the “responsible use of urban 
data” — an ambiguous and not actually 
legally defined term — ran up against by 
a community suddenly becoming aware 

and concerned about how their online 
information was being used. You could 
see the ensuing PR fist fight coming 
from a mile away.

Developments since then have helped 
quell some of the unrest. Based on the 
most recent agreement, data collected 
by technology in Quayside will now be 
required to be stored in Canada, finally 
addressing in-part a long-standing 
issue of jurisdiction and therefore that 
Canadian privacy laws would apply. 

The process of data collection itself will 
no longer be managed by an “Urban 
Data Trust” — an interesting concept of 
Sidewalk Labs’ creation which would 
use an independent board to oversee and 
approve requests for data access & usage. 
Instead, Waterfront Toronto will take the 
lead, ensuring our existing laws remain 
paramount and that potential conflicts 
of interest are minimized.

But the project will not – and should 
not – get the “all clear” just yet. The 
Clearview AI experience is instructive 
that even after wrestling back more 
control and oversight, in the realm of 
data privacy, things can and probably 
will go wrong. 

For one, the public sector clearly 
still struggles to follow even its own 
guidelines adequately. The fact that 
Clearview AI was being used by the 
Toronto Police Service despite the 
need for impact and responsible use 
assessments that surely would have 

Oh Privacy, Where Art Thou?
By Will Meneray

In January the New York Times broke a fascinating story about a secretive tech 
firm — Clearview AI — who had quietly become the darling of police departments 
everywhere, including right here in Toronto. Through their technical wizardry — as 
well as some potentially unethical or even illegal plundering of social media 
data — they had amassed a trove of nearly three billion images allowing law 
enforcement to instantly and accurately identify suspects in crimes, even where 
the trail had long-since gone cold. 
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The residents of Corktown 
will pass through Quayside 
every day to get to work, 
to enjoy the waterfront, 
or to participate in all 
the amenities that that 
community will have to offer.

Our plan is to create a 
working group simply called 
“Queen East Revival Group”. 
The purpose of this group will 
be exploring opportunities 
and ideas intended primarily 
on filling vacancies while in 
the process cleaning up the 
empty storefronts as a way 
to attract new businesses 
and eventually more and 
more visitors.

AFFECTED NEIGHBOURHOODS

Queen Street East Revitalization
By Lisa Bugelli

Corktown is one of Toronto’s oldest communities with a wide range of interesting historic places to 
discover. The most frequently visited destination and tourist attraction is of course The Distillery District, but 
beyond that and a few short steps away, we boast the ever-growing Canary District along with all the new 
businesses opening up along King St. East. 

Developments since then 
have helped quell some 
of the unrest. Based 
on the most recent 
agreement, data collected 
by technology in Quayside 
will now be required to be 
stored in Canada, finally 
addressing in-part a long-
standing issue of jurisdiction 
and therefore that Canadian 
privacy laws would apply.
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Scottie’s a toy-chomping’, 
grass rolling’ rascal from 
South Carolina who loves 
couch time, snack time, 
and listening to whatever 
that sound just was time. 

He ain’t just a pretty face. He’s sweet 
and sensitive with a southern charm 
that’ll win over the whole family. He’s 
looking to hitch a ride with a solid 
forever family that shares his passion 
for nature, naps, and the right to bear 
charms.

This boy’s fixin’ to move out of the city 
to a place where he can see the stars 
and hear the wind blowin’ through the 
trees. The cramped condos, the constant 
noise, the hustle and bustle of the city 
ain’t for him. Pardon his boldness, but 
city life don’t amount to a hill o’ beans 
for Scottie! It stinks to high heaven and 
everyone just seems to darn rushed all 
the time. He needs that rural calm so he 
can settle down, relax, and focus on his 
behaviour with his new family.

He’s a real sweetheart, ain’t no doubt. 
He’s filled with curiosity and adventure. 
No day is the same for this fella. He lives 
for long walks, toys, and crashing on the 
couch with his humans. But he’s also 
uh, well, he’s sensitive. “Boundaries” is 
a good way to put it. Especially when 
it comes to touch. He ... he doesn’t 
like being touched. He may seem like 
he does. Heck, the little rascal will 
even approach you, putting on airs of 
snuggles and scratches. But don’t fall for 
it! He isn’t into it. Nope. He’s more than 
happy to hang out and play endlessly 
with toys (until he literally destroys 
them). But for now, at this point in 
his life, he’s not into being touched or 
handled.

That’s why he’s hoping to find a home 
outside of the city! To escape the 
craziness and focus on his behaviour. 
His ideal family would all be over the 
age of 18 and would understand and 
respect his boundaries. Because Scottie 
doesn’t like touching, it might be best if 
there were no other pets in the home.

Above all, Scottie wants to work on his 
confidence and show his people how 

to have a good time! He’s such a special 
boy with so much potential. He just 
needs to find a place to recharge, re-
group, and get back to being himself.

If you think you might be able to 
offer Scotti his forever home, please 
reach out to us at adoptionk9@
torontohumanesociety.com.
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Southern boy looking for a home!
By Hannah Sotropa

SCOTTIE

This boy’s fixin’ to move 
out of the city to a place 
where he can see the stars 
and hear the wind blowin’ 
through the trees.

Tricia’s 
last 
edition
Lisa joined the team in 2019 and brought 
with her a burst of enthusiasm and a 
significant increase in ad sales. She also 
insisted that completion of each issue be 
celebrated. So post edition they enjoyed 
the Body Blitz ‘waters’ and a lovely 
massage followed by a healthy lunch at 
Morning Glory. — Sadly however, after 
three years as Editor of the Corktown 
News, this is Tricia’s last edition. She will 
miss the team but promises to stay close, 
be available to assist the team through 
a transition and participate in these 
celebrations as long as they continue.

Key Fob Concerns
ACCESS FOB DUPLICATION, COPYING AND 

COUNTERFEITING – A SERIOUS CONDOMINIUM 

SECURITY & SAFETY CONCERN

By Quintin Johnstone, President / CEO Samsonshield Inc.

We have been watching with interest a 
trend in the residential condominium 
industry in the GTA. It is a worldwide 
phenomenon that is taking hold here in 
the GTA. There are numerous websites 
and GTA store front services that claim, 
“100% Key Fobs Guaranteed to Work.” 

The consequences of this new trend are 
alarming. Practitioners of illegal short-
term rentals and would-be criminals 
now have a method to easily obtain 
unauthorized counterfeit access fobs. 
This service is cheap, fast and convenient 
but for condominium Boards, property 
managers and security companies, it is 
very high risk and a security nightmare. 

All condominiums in the GTA have 
Declarations and Building Rules 
prescribing that the corporation through 
property management is the single, 
only and exclusive centralized source of 
obtaining access fobs. The sobering reality 
is that now condominium corporations 
must be constantly vigilant to all illegal 
access risks and guard against those risks.

Expert condominium lawyer, Gerald 
Miller, Managing Partner of Gardiner, 
Miller, Arnold, LLP (www.gmalaw.ca) says, 

“The use of counterfeit key FOBS in 
condominiums creates a significant 
security risk for all owners and residents 
and is certainly in contravention of the 
Condominium Corporation’s Rules and 

operating procedures. Duplicating FOBS is 
also likely in contravention of copyright and 
patent laws. What must be remembered 
is that FOBS are one of the bricks in the 
foundation of a building’s security and the 
second one person buys a fake FOB that 
person is creating a crack in the security and 
compromising the safety of all residents. It is 
certainly ill advised.” 

Recommended action plan

 » Ensure your condominium 
community has an Independent 
and Comprehensive Risk 
Assessment conducted by an 
industry accredited professional

 » Streamline and simplify the access fob 
registration and activation process 

 » Make access fob costs reasonable
 » Communicate to all residents that 

fob duplication is not permitted
 » Implement regular, routine and ad 

hoc access fob audits 
 » Access devices should be registered 

to individuals 
 » Community rules should clearly state 

that such devices cannot be shared
 » All access fobs should be 

deactivated when residents move 
out as a mandatory standard

 » Corporations should institute an 
Assigned Resident Picture to Fob 
Registration Process so that when 
devices are used, security can see who 
the registered owner of the device is 
and take action if it is someone else.

Real estate in Corktown 
is a hot item. The market 
shifts with the seasons 
but giant condos 
continue to be built and 
occupied by people who 
know that Corktown is 
hot and everyone wants 
to live here.

So far for December and January we have 
seen 89 Condo sales with an average 
sale price of 735k and a list to sale ratio 
of 104%. We had 7 freehold home sales 
for the same time frame with an average 
sale price of $1,260,000.00 and a list to 
sale ration of 106%. We had 12 Freehold 
leases for our pocket for the same time 
frame and 246 Condo Leases. 

The leasing numbers are up slightly year 
after year but that is partially to do with 
the increase of new construction which 
is creating greater density in our pocket.

The sales volume numbers are way 
down from last year and the year before, 
however prices are way up. The end 
of 2019 and the start of 2020 resemble 
the end of 2016 and the start of 2017. 
Extremely low inventory causing a 
frenzy and panic in the buyers that are 
currently searching in the market.

Translation: do not get caught up in 
the frenzy. The market will slow down 
(slightly!) as more inventory hits the 
market. Currently any good location 
or solid product is like dipping a piece 
of meat in a piranha tank. Every buyer 
that has any sort of interest jumps at it 
and bids the price way up. 

Look for this to slow down and thin out 
the herd as we start to see more product 
hit the market.

Two reasons we are seeing this drop in 
inventory are:

1. Agents typically hoard their 
listings for spring. The peak 
months are April, May and June. So 
they hold the product to get their 
clients the most money.

2. Its becoming harder for people 
to qualify with the banks and a 
lot of people don’t know where 
they would go if they sold. We are 
seeing less people sell in general, 
especially in the freehold market. 
It’s often cheaper to add on or build 
up then sell and upgrade to buy 
something bigger. 

I expect in the future months for 
condos under 700k to stay on fire 
and homes under 1.2 million for 
our neighbourhood to also stay hot. 
Anything above those figure should 
slow down as we see more inventory hit 
the market.

Downtown East 
Real Estate Report
By Jonathan Edwards – Broker of Record, Remax Urban Toronto

LISA BUGELLI AND TRICIA WALDRON 
CELEBRATING AT BODY BLITZ
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change. I was ready to do something 
with my life and I needed to know my 
traditions and I needed a path.” Jennifer 
was quickly set up with a Counsellor 
who also had her own experiences with 
anxiety. “She made me feel comfortable 
and she listened,” says Jennifer “other 
health centres I had visited never asked 
about my background. I was never 
offered Indigenous support services.”

From that first Counsellor meeting 
things moved very quickly. By October 
2013, Jennifer was enrolled in an 
Anishnawbe Health training program. 
Her days were filled with social 
sciences, traditional teachings, Elder 
teachings and sweat lodge ceremonies. 
“I wanted to learn everything” 
Jennifer remembers. After completing 
the program, Jennifer planned to 
continue her education and joined 
the Anishnawbe Health Centre’s 
Community Health Worker Program. 
Currently, Jennifer is in her fourth year, 
in the Ryerson Social Worker Program 
and her placement is with Anishnawbe 
Health working directly with a Circle of 
Care social worker.

How life has changed over the last 
seven years, for this wife, mother of 
six children and Corktown resident? 
“Because of Anishnawbe Health, I’ve 
finally found what was missing in my 
life. I’ve learned the traditions of my 

ancestors and I’ve brought them into 
my home. I’m giving my kids a good 
foundation to understand who they 
are. I still have anxiety but I never in 
a million years thought I would be 
working in social work and actually 
talking to people. My personality has 
changed. My thought process has 
changed. How I view people and society 
has changed.”

Today, Jennifer holds her head high and 
feels proud of her accomplishments. She 
wants others to feel the same. When 
asked why others should support a new 
home for Anishnawbe Health she says 
“The Indigenous community is growing 
in Toronto. We need our traditional 
practices. We need to feel safe and we 
need it all in one space.”
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Jennifer’s Story 
DISCOVERING CEREMONY & TRADITION LEADS TO 

HEALTHY PATH FOR LOCAL RESIDENT

By Angela Miller, AHT

Growing up in Toronto’s Cabbagetown 
neighbourhood, Jennifer Downie struggled to fit 
in. At school, she was picked on because of her 
Indigenous roots. And although her father was Eagle 
Village First Nation of Quebec, her family did not 
participate in many Indigenous traditions at home. 
Jennifer suppressed her identity because she 
only heard the negative stories in the news and at 
school. She was ashamed to let others know her 
background.

Years went by and Jennifer struggled 
with both alcohol and mental health 
challenges. Her anxiety was crippling 
and prevented Jennifer from moving 
forward. One day, in September 2013, 
Jennifer walked into Anishnawbe 
Health Toronto and asked to see a 
Counsellor. She had walked by the 
Centre for over 10 years but was always 
afraid to go in because she didn’t know 
her own culture. That day was different 
from all the rest, “I wanted to make a 

Come join one of Toronto’s leading  
physiotherapy practice today.

Get $10* OFF when you book your 
first physiotherapy or chiropractic 

assessment with us.

Our Services include: 

Physiotherapy, Pelvic Floor Physiotherapy,  
Chiropractor, Registered Massage Therapy,  

Orthotics and Acupuncture. 

foundationphysio foundationphysio foundationPT

*New clients only.

Enjoy unlimited 
classes for

 7 days!

Sign up online for the 
“New Client Intro Special” 

and use promo code:
CORKTOWN10

 to apply discount at  to apply discount at 
checkout.

SWEAT.     SMILE .    REPEAT.

573 KING ST. E                                                          @yogathletix

*Offer valid until May 31st, 2020. Offer valid for new 
clients only. Trial begins on purchase date and expires 7 

days after.

See schedule for 
BABIES WELCOME 

options!

Yoga , Fitness , Barre

$10 
CORKTOWN 

SPECIAL

photo courtesy: Tracy Cox Photography

JENNIFER

Jennifer was quickly set up 
with a Counsellor who also 
had her own experiences 
with anxiety. “She made me 
feel comfortable and she 
listened.”

To date, Corktown residents 
have contributed over 
$44,000 to the campaign 
for a new Anishnawbe 
Health Toronto. If you 
would like more information 
on how you can support 
clients, like Jennifer, please 
visit SupportAnishnawbe.
ca/Corktown. 

AHT Health
By AHT Toronto

 
Anishnawbe Health Toronto is an 
accredited community health centre 
that works to improve, support and 
promote the health, well-being and 
healing of Indigenous people in spirit, 
mind, emotion and body within a 
multi-disciplinary health care model.

Beliefs
Anishnawbe Health roots all of it 
activities on the following teachings:

 » Healing, learning and teaching are 
synonymous.

 » We are all responsible for our personal 
health, wellness and healing.

 » Nature and creation is our First 
Family. We show respect for our 
First Family and include them in 
our communication with Creator. 
We also show respect for the spirits 
of our ancestors who are part of our 
First Family.

 » There is an energy or life force 
which exists throughout nature 
and creation. This energy is 
within all of us. It gives us life and 
emanates from the human body. It 
is our spirit. What we understand 
as sickness begins in our spirit; 

it then affects the mind, then the 
emotions and finally the body; for 
healing to occur treatment must 
include our whole being.

 » The Healing Path also includes 
preparations for the journey to the 
Spirit World. Death is part of the 
cycle of life.

Principles
AHT works toward achieving its visions 
and carrying out its mission based on 
the following principles.

 » We respect teachings of all people.
 » We value life experience and 

traditional knowledge
 » We accept and provide care to 

all Indigenous people and their 
families, including status and non-
status First Nation, Inuit, and Métis 
people.

 » We respect the right of our clients 
to receive services free from 
judgement and to choose the care 
path that is right for them.

 » We strive to provide services that 
enable people to reconnect with 
and strengthen their spirit.
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I’m fortunate to work with 
six passionate Directors 
and a few other key 
individuals. Each one 
of these folks is helping 
develop a vision that will 
ensure Corktown remains 
a great place to live, do 
business and visit.

In January, I was in no fewer than five 
meetings per week, with various levels 
of government, government-agencies, 
non-profits, for-profits and one event 
featuring the best break-dancing 
Mimes I’ve ever seen. Aside from the 
Mimes, more and more people are 
getting excited about the new story of 
Corktown. There’s momentum building 
and our Board is doing what we can to 
harness that energy for positive growth.

On February 4th, the Corktown 
Residents and Business Association 
(CRBA) hosted its Annual General 
Meeting. During the meeting, we 
were able to re-elect Board members 
and detail the plans we’ve laid out not 
just for the next year but for the next 
generation of Corktown Residents and 
Businesses.

In 2020/21 we are aggressively pursuing 
new businesses from Grocery to Pop-
ups on Queen St. East as well as Tech 
firms. I have personally begun speaking 
with Tech companies to generate interest 
in Corktown as a complementary 
neighbourhood to Sidewalk Labs. If we 
are going to have a potentially world-
changing development near us, we need 
to attract businesses that can bring stable, 
long-term jobs to our community and city.

We have Board Members leading special 
new projects to re-imagine Queen St 

Gusto 501 opened in 
early February after 
a couple of years of 
development. It has been 
receiving rave reviews. 

I made a reservation on a Monday and 
tried the Arancini as a starter with lamb 
ragu lasagna. Both were fantastic. 

Also the renowned Italian group, Terroni 
Sud Forno, opened a commissary to serve 
all its locations at 22 Sackville. It also 
includes a bakery and café where locals 
can shop at wholesale prices. Imagine 
fresh Terroni pasta and many varieties 
of bake goods available on Sackville.

Of course, we cannot forget our good 
friends at Fusilli on Queen St E. Their 
pasta is not to be missed and the 
Tiramisu is unforgettable. Fusilli 
also provides a much more intimate 
environment than Gusto 501. 

Will the TTC ever figure 
out the intersection 
of King and Sumach? 
Streetcars squealing as 
they round the corner 

combined with the difficulty many 
drivers experience turning past the 
streetcar tracks onto the street. How 
many times have you seen cars and even 
trucks sitting on the street-car tracks 
not sure of their next move? The TTC 
was checking out the corner again this 
morning. Rainy days are the noisiest so 
perhaps they heard the sound problem 
today. They also need to look at signage 
around the tracks on Sumach/Cherry. It 
is still quite common to see cars on the 
street car tracks.

In our last issue, we 
told you that the 
Anishnawbe Health 
Corktown campaign 
had raised $20K for the 

new Centre. I can now report that the 
number has increased to $44K. Way to 
go Corktown! You heard it here that the 
first shovel in the ground is planned for 
June 2020.

As often as we report on 
new places opening, we 
also have to report the 
loss of a couple of our 
best wellness focused 

shops. This is a real disappointment to 
me personally as I had enjoyed a float 
or two at Vital Float and both facial and 
body rub at Opus Glow. 

We wish the best to Claudia at Vital 
Float and Anik at Opus Glow as they 
move on from our neighbourhood.

 POPPED
THE GOOD AND THE BAD

Building Big Ideas While 
Watering the Grassroots
By Aaron Binder, President, Corktown Toronto

E., King St E. and the Foundry Building 
just south of Underpass Park. How 
many times have the words ‘somebody 
should do something here’ been said 
about Queen St.E? We’ve just begun a 
project to stimulate growth and need 
all the help we can get to turn this strip 
into a thriving community. 

What do you think of The Foundry 
as a Performing Arts Centre, College 
Campus and café with retirement living 
for artists and musicians? 

How about a bike race through Canary 
District that will bring economy and 
publicity to the area?

These are the big ideas we’ve started 
to develop while still minding our 
grassroots events and activities. As 
Toronto continues to grow, we have a 
tightrope to walk in our community to 
ensure we can keep all the best parts 
of what we have and welcome the best 
new ideas to our neighbourhood.

It makes me proud to work with a 
small but mighty group of volunteers. 
Together, we have begun to forge a bold 
new direction that has been met with 
positive response from both residents 
and businesses. We still have a lot to do 
and can use every bit of help we can get. 
If that’s you, please reach out to info@
corktown.ca, we’d love to hear your 
ideas.

How many times have the 
words ‘somebody should 
do something here’ been 
said about Queen St.E? 
We’ve just begun a project to 
stimulate growth and need 
all the help we can get to 
turn this strip into a thriving 
community. 

As Toronto continues to 
grow, we have a tightrope 
to walk in our community to 
ensure we can keep all the 
best parts of what we have 
and welcome the best new 
ideas to our neighbourhood.

What did we learn?
METROLINX FIRST PUBLIC INFO SESSIONS FOR THE ONTARIO LINE.

By Ole Calderone

The first round of public information sessions from the province’s Metrolinx 
agency have completed. So what’s new about the Ontario Line that we didn’t 
know before? Frankly, not much.

There are no further details about 
the exact route through Corktown, 
although deep soil-sample drilling 
on Berkeley Street earlier this winter 
would suggest that initial guesses of the 
province using Berkeley to come north 
to Queen are now likely.

Further drilling is planned for Cherry 
Street and the GO Line area, where 
staff representatives at the meeting 
suggested the Ontario Line trains would 
already be passing below Cherry Street . 

The Ontario Line tracks, planned for years 
to be just east of the Don River along the 
GO Line and over the Don River bridge, 
will instead be on the outsides of the 
existing tracks, allowing for a transfer 
between the two types of trains. 

This will allow inbound suburban 
riders on the northernmost GO Line 

to step across the platform to change 
onto a westbound Ontario Line train 
heading west. In the evening suburban 
riders will be able to do a similar same-
platform transfer from the eastbound 
Ontario Line onto Stouffville and 
Lakeshore East GO Trains using the 
south side of the East Harbour station. 

Metrolinx is planning this transfer at 
both East Harbour GO and at Exhibition 
GO stops in order to divert some of the GO 
passenger traffic away from Union Station. 
This is a very strong planning argument 
for why the Ontario Line will be at the GO 
corridor level rather than elevated further 
or underneath the existing tracks. 

Our neighbours in Leslieville continue to 
press for the Eastern to Gerrard portion to 
be shifted underground, but it is a pretty 
safe bet that Ontario Line trains will be at 
track level when they reach East Harbour. 

Once across the river, however, 
Metrolinx representatives at the public 
information session noted that although 
not finalized in any sense, the placement 
of the portal to bring those westbound 
trains underground (separately from 
the eastbound trains coming up to 
corridor level) would happen as soon as 

ONTARIO LINE SPECIFICS

possible after crossing the river. They 
are investigating shifting the Richmond 
Hill GO connection onto the Union rail 
corridor slightly west of where it is now 
and putting the westbound Ontario Line 
portal into that easterly wedge between 
the river and the Richmond Hill GO line. 

This could mean that Ontario Line trains 
would already be heading underground 
east of the potential elementary school 
site south of Mill Street. It could also 
mean the closest trains to the large 
rental buildings going in now south of 
Mill between Cherry and Tannery will 
be GO rather than Ontario Line. 

Without a finalized track alignment 
there is no confirmation of the location 
of the Corktown station, but presuming 
it remains in the project plans 
unless something changes, it will be 
underground and most likely in the First 
Parliament area, Berkeley and King East. 

The next round of public information 
sessions may be as early as March, 
but more than likely will be in July or 
August. Hopefully those meetings will 
have confirmation of the timings of the 
environmental TPAP studies (Transit 
Project Assessment Process). Metrolinx 
suggests any RFP processes commence 
by fall of this year). Keep an eye out 
for meeting announcements over the 
coming months.

There is no confirmation of 
the location of the Corktown 
station, but presuming it 
remains in the project plans 
unless something changes, 
it will be underground 
and most likely in the First 
Parliament area, Berkeley 
and King East.
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Well, so much for that. 

With the introduction of the TTC’s new 
campaign around fare evasion any good 
will has been vaporized.

Why the focus on transit fares? 
Proponents of the crackdown would 
point to the City’s estimate of $70 
million in lost revenue every year as 
a result of fare dodgers. In a City like 
Toronto with a desperate need for 
resources, that number is no joke and 
would cover nearly all of the service 
increases included in this year’s budget 
(e.g., for additional operating hours or 
program expansion).

But while the headline numbers are eye-
popping, they are also misleading. $70 
million in lost revenues to just over 5% 
of all rides – which while meaningful 
doesn’t sound nearly as shocking. Not 

only is that 5% also likely overstated 
by including instances where Presto 
devices were inaccessible due to 
congestion or technical challenges, but 
it’s also not that far off from the rates 
achieved by other major cities on their 
transit networks. 

Like a grocery store that sees some fruit 
go bad on the shelves or a bank that 
loses some money due to fraud, perhaps 
some level of fare evasion is the cost 
of being in the urban transportation 
business rather than a sign of a moral 
failing.

Speaking of morality, that too is 
another issue at the heart of the current 
debate. For reasons this author could 
not fully explain the TTC has decided to 
approach the branding of its campaign 
from a paternalistic high ground. Big 
advertisements shaming supposed fare 

evaders – the people who are apparently 
dodging fares not because of the 
economics or technical challenges but 
because they think it’s “No Big Deal” 
– are now criss-crossing the city in 

wrappers on streetcars and buses. Those 
ads may be good for riling up those who 
are already converted, but for the rest of 
us they just reinforce the idea that on 
this issue the TTC is out of touch. 

Fare enforcement? Steer clear.
By Will Meneray

Toronto City Council’s 2020 budget season has been remarkable in its ability to largely avoid controversy. 
Despite service expansions, big investments in infrastructure and new projects, and even a modest increase 
in property taxes – something we had been told by some of our City’s leaders was impossible – the public 
discourse around this year’s budget has been incredibly cordial. Some might even have called it productive.
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Authentic Southern Italian Cuisine
Since 1988

531 Queen Street East 
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Reservation Online Available.
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Extra Virgin Olive Oil

 Ready Made Tomato Sauce
 Sun Dried Cherry Tomatoes 
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We have every reason to be skeptical of 
this program. The City’s own estimates 
suggest limited actual financial 
impact, and that’s before including the 
unintended consequences of additional 
fare inspectors and enforcement on the 
system. 

Consider the following

 » The vast majority of fare 
evasion occurs on bus (6%) 
and streetcar routes (15%) that 
disproportionately serve ethnic 
areas of the city that have 
historically been targeted by law 
enforcement. The preceived issues 
of discrimination will almost 
certainly get worse.

 » These same routes also 
disproportionately serve lower 
income communities that have 
also felt the brunt in this budget 
of another fare increase (this time 
by $0.10 per ride). This inequitably 
targets the ones who were already 
the most vulnerable.

 » The top end fine is $425 which, 
while lower than many other 
global cities, is higher than other 
driving-related fines for acts like 
running red lights that can actually 
kill someone. This discrepancy is a 
gross misplacing of priorities.

 » Enforcement with use of unmarked 
officers, so how are women, kids, 
or other groups riding vehicles late 
or alone likely to feel if approached 
without any indicator of inquirer’s 
authority? This decreases safety and 
accessibility of what should be a 
public good.

In the case of transit enforcement, 
the medicine seems to be worse than 
the disease. Yes, people should be 
paying their fair share and the City 
has a responsibility to come up with 
strategies to ensure that people do so. 
But an inequitable campaign of shame 
and law enforcement isn’t the way. 
Fortunately, the debate will continue 
long into the spring, so there is plenty 
of time to get our transit masters back 
on track.5% OF RIDERS DON’T PAY

Why the focus on transit 
fares? Proponents of the 
crackdown would point 
to the City’s estimate of 
$70 million in lost revenue 
every year as a result of 
fare dodgers. In a City like 
Toronto with a desperate 
need for resources, that 
number is no joke.
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