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Building Renewal in Corktown
Little Trinity’s Contribution

Little Trinity Church has always been more 
concerned for people than buildings. The newly 
built church was the first with free pews, nurtured 
philanthropic business executives like Joseph 
Atkinson (founder of the Toronto Star – Star Boxes 
and Fresh Air Fund) and Enoch Turner (a brewer 
who built Toronto’s first free school).

In the first half of the 20th century, the church focussed on the poor, feeding 
their bodies and their spirits. As local people moved out of the neighbourhood 
during the mid 20th century, the church struggled to keep going but a 
combination of prayer and persistence prepared the church for renewal and 
growth. Today Little Trinity sends professionals all over the world to provide 
assistance and training in struggling communities.

The church, gathering on Sunday mornings and evenings with one of the 
youngest Anglican congregations in Toronto, now has a thriving children’s 
programme and youth program. To meet the church’s needs and for the 
neighbourhood, Little Trinity plans to restore and renew the townhouses 
on King St., to the west of the old church manse (417 King St.) and east 
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of the Derby condominium. The 
townhouses form an important 
element in a neighbourhood that 
retains the distillery where residents 
worked, the school they sent their 
children to and the church where 
they worshipped and served the 
community. 

Little Trinity, working with architects 
Joe Lobko (DTAH) and Edwin 
Rowse (ERA), will be restoring the 
townhouses’ King Street front, east 
wall and roof. The interior will be 
rebuilt to provide a better welcome 
for visitors, offices for staff (moved 
from the old manse), a youth room 
and a meeting room for 60-80 
persons, with service kitchen. At the 
rear will be a lawn, a paved court 
against Derby Lane for half-court 
basketball and other activities and a 
landscaped buffer to condominium 
building to the west with preserved 
mature trees against Derby Lane and 
condominium.

There will also be interior 
improvements to the church nursery, 
toddler room and basement hall. The 
old manse will become an entirely 
educational facility for our children’s 
programme on Sunday and through 
the week.

Little Trinity has raised 97% of the 
$3.5 million cost. $1 million of that 
came from The Diocese of Toronto, 
a sign of the Anglican Church’s 
commitment to serve the existing 
and emerging communities in this 
exciting part of Toronto.

Graffiti Prevention Clinic
by Jayson Lin

Before After

Graffiti prevention and eradication has been a serious concern amongst the 
local residents and businesses of the Corktown community. July 21st marked 
the first effort to address the problem with a ‘Graffiti Prevention Clinic’ held at 
The Sherwin-Williams Paint Store. Jayson Lin (Store Manager) along with his 
team put together a slew of products from Sherwin-Williams and Dumond 
Chemicals to demonstrate the most up to date Graffiti prevention and eradication 
products available not to mention a tasty BBQ to bring everyone together.

In preparation Jayson and his team applied Sherwin-Williams Anti-Graffiti 
Coating overtop the exterior of the building and spray painted the brick wall 
with Krylon Five Ball spray paint in vibrant purple and white. Anti-Graffiti 
Coating is a one-part siloxane coating designed for properly prepared surfaces 
and will leave a clear semi-gloss barrier protecting against graffiti defacing.

Participants were then asked to use the Mi-T-M Choremaster pressure washer 
to clean the purple and white graffiti without chemicals. Simply pointing 
the nozzle 2-3 inches away from the defaced surface using clean water 
participants were able to watch the graffiti lift right off the wall leaving the 
protective barrier intact and ready to defend once more. 

Those who did not have access to a pressure washer were shown a product 
from Dumond Chemicals called Lift Away which is a citrus biodegradable 
graffiti removal spray by Watch Dog that removes graffiti from a barrier 
surface. Participants were asked to spray Lift Away over top an area of purple 
and white and let the product stand for 10-20 seconds. With only a clean cloth 
the graffiti was able to be wiped off the wall while heavier areas required a 
hard bristled brush and clean water to help the removal process. 

Together the use of Sherwin-Williams Anti-Graffiti Coating, Mi-T-M 
Choremaser pressure washer and Lift Away by Watchdog will enable full 
protection from graffiti defacement and deter future graffiti attacks.

For more information on these graffiti prevention and removal products visit 
Jayson and his team at The Sherwin-Williams Corktown 423 Queen St. East. 
416-504-7999 or www.sherwin-williams.com, www.dumondchemicals.com.

Don’t miss 
any Corktown 
meetings!

You’re concerned about 
what’s happening in the 
neighbourhood, so be sure 
to attend the Corktown 
Residents and Business 
Association meetings.

Special speakers have been lined up to 
keep us on track regarding on-going 
changes in the area, and new ways to 
deal with problems we often face on 
a daily basis. Bring your questions – 
bring your concerns – and speak up.

All CRBA meetings begin at 7 p.m., 
first Tuesday of every month except 
for August. The meetings are held in 
the back room of the Dominion on 
Queen, at Queen St. and Sumach. 

Upcoming CRBA meetings: 

October 5, 2010
Glen Murray
Glenn Murray, the MPP for Toronto 
Centre, and newly appointed 
Minister of Research and Innovation 
will be the guest speaker. This will be 
an opportunity for an information 
discussion with Minister Murray 
about local and provincial issues.

November 2, 2010
CRBA Development Committee
Our own development committee 
will talk about the changes and 
beautification of Corktown, 
including topics such as Streetscape 
and Public Art planning, the  
Don Lands and our long term vision.

Weezies
by Hungry Neighbor@gmail.com

Look out King East dwealers... Weezies has been here for a while and clearly is 
here to stay. A small bistro with a very affordable menu is a great spot to eat.

The Steak Tartare which was spiced with hot sauce was excellent. The 
Escargots left me wanting to order more baguette to soak up the tasty sauce 
that was bathing the snails. 

Mains consist of Steak Frites, Rainbow Trout, Sardines and Burger with Frites. 
My dining partner had the rainbow trout; “try this... it has no flavour” – being 
that it was a fresh water fish. grilled with only a little seasoning, it had a 
subtle flavour that tasted great. The accomanying potato salad with crispy 
shallots was also excellent. Steak Frites with the garlic mayo – cooked exactly 
as I ordered... need I say more? Also on the menu was an excellent Mac and 
Cheese, with a great combination of different cheeses made for a mouthful of 
flavour... salty but delicious!

The Lemon Pudding and a Chocolate Malva Cake deserts were both excellent.

Weezie’s affordable wine list was welcomed with open arms and their friendly 
service and a low key environment made for a great evening. Thanks Weezies!

The appetizers ranged from $7 to $12 and the mains from $15 to $26. Weezies 
is located at 354 King Street at Power Street. Their number is 416-777-9339.

P.S. We over heard that an affiliated food store is opening up at King and 
Sackville in August. It will feature local produce and prepared dishes that are 
made by Weezies sous chef. Just what the neighborhood needs!
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Affordable elegance
To walk into Adornments on Queen is to envelop 
yourself in a sense of romance. References to Paris 
abound and the boutique is organized in small 
vignettes of fine living at affordable prices. Browse 
through 3000 square feet of retail space showcasing 
home decor, handmade jewelry, and exclusive 
toiletries focusing on creating a historical and 
romantic feel.

The proprietor, Barbara Stewart, says that opening the store was “a labour 
of love”. Never having been in the retail business but always having dreams 
of her own shop Stewart took the 
plunge after leaving Sesame Street in 
New York and returning to Toronto. 
“The experience of browsing through 
beautiful boutiques, is what really 
inspired me to open my own shop.”

In a cozy corner included in the larger 
furnishings and gift boutique, is the 
Steeped and Infused tea bar which 
serves an expansive variety of teas 
(over 80 different kinds) both hot and 
iced. Alongside the teas are a sampling of fresh pastries and sandwiches from 
the popular Cafe Florentin at the Beaches. Sit and enjoy, or take it to go.

Stewart has created a store of classical pieces at varied price ranges perfect for 
mixed income communities like the Corktown area. “I really wanted to be a 
part of the revitalization of the Queen East area, I’m inspired by the attempts 
to reimaging Regents Park as a fully integrated neighbourhood; making the 
area into a real community. This is one of the aims of the store.” As part of this 
process Stewart donates leftover food from the cafe to the local missions as 
well as donating to local events and organizations.

Now offering a place in our own neighbourhood, Adornments on Queen, is a 
great place to swing by, grab a tea and pick up great deals on original scents, 
and truly unique gift and furniture items. Open from 11-7 Tuesday through 
Friday and 11-5 weekends. Adornments on Queen is located at 338 Queen St 
East just west of Parliament.

Proprietor, Barbara Stewart

The wall of Teas Tea Kettles

Seating

Advertisements

DOWNTOWN BRAKE & EXHAUST SPECIALIST INC.

CAMERON YOUNG
THE BOSS

475 King Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5A 1L6
Tel: 416.861.9511   Fax: 416.861.0510

TALK TO THE BOSS

 KARI SERRAO
 PET PORTRAITS

  CAPTURE YOUR FAVORITE                          
  FURRY FRIEND IN AN 
  ENCAUSTIC (WAX) PORTRAIT 
  THAT'S QUIRKY, EXPRESSIVE 
  AND FULL OF LIFE. 

  NOW, IN ADDITION TO                                                  
  RESERVING A PLACE IN YOUR 
  HEART, FIDO, FLUFFY AND 
  FUR- BALL CAN TAKE THEIR 
  RIGHTFUL POSITION ON YOUR 
  WALL AS AN ORIGINAL 
  MASTERPIECE PAINTED IN 
  THEIR LIKENESS. 

  BOOK A COMPLIMENTARY              
  CONSULTATION WITH THE 
  ARTIST TODAY TO DISCUSS 
  POSSIBLE PAW PRINTS OR TO 
  PLAN THE PERFECT GIFT FOR 

  THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE.   
   
   T:: 416-523-1521
   E:: kari@kariserrao.com
   W:: www.kariserrao.com       

338 Queen St. E @Parliament

Fine furnishings
Decorative Accessories
Gift Boutique/Parfumerie
Selected Artisanry
Steeped and Infused Tea Bar
info@adornmentsonqueen.com 
www.adornmentsonqueen.com
416 955 4791 Tu-Fr 11-7, S-S to 5

Adornments on Queen
Affordable elegance

Improving Corktown’s Public Space
We want your thoughts!
By Cindy Wilkey, Chair West Don Lands Committee

Want to be part of making our 
Corktown neighbourhood feel and 
look better? The CRBA Development 
Committee needs your help. 

We have just started to look at strategies for 
improving the look and feel of Corktown. As 
investment comes into our neighbourhood we 
want to be ready with ideas about how to improve 
streetscapes, get more green growing, beautify 
abandoned places and, hopefully, encourage the City 
to turn liabilities like the unused space under the 
Richmond and Adelaide into community assets.

So far the committee has met with City planning 
staff to explore city resources – thanks to Tom 
Davidson from Councillor McConnell’s office for 
setting that up, met with MPP Glen Murray to get 
his perspective and done a walk around Corktown 
to inventory problems and opportunities. .

On November 2nd, we will be presenting our 
preliminary ideas at the CRBA meeting. Please come 
to the meeting and tell us what you think? 

We are looking at doing a number of things with 
the information that we are gathering. We hope 
to be able to map locations in Corktown that need 
attention for use when capital funds are available. 
We would like to find the resources to develop a 
streetscaping plan that could be used to ensure a 
consistent and up-to-date approach to sidewalk 
design, greenscaping, lighting and street furniture. If 
we can find resources, we could put together urban 
design guidelines for infill development. 

There is a lot to be done, but before we can get there, 
we have to have a plan. Come out in November and 
help us get that plan on the road.
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Toronto’s Social Housing
Time for Real Change
By Howard Bortenstein

With the recent release of Patrick 
LeSage’s report on the Toronto 
Community Housing Corporation 
eviction of Al Gosling, an 82 year old 
long time tenant, and his subsequent 
cruel and tragic death, some individuals 
may have concluded Justice LeSage’s 
recommendations will eventually lead 
to real change at the TCHC. 

Although most stakeholders, tenants, neighbourhood 
residents and taxpayers, who are accustomed to TCHC 
failures know better than to expect anything that will 
improve their lot from the TCHC. Failures synchronized 
with hollow sounding apologies from management and 
scripted excuses and empty promises from the same city 
politicians feigning outrage is the standard outcome.

TCHC’s 164,000 tenants continue to endure deplorable 
living conditions: thousands of property standards 
violations and unfinished work orders; infestations of 
bedbugs, cockroaches and rodents; plagued with violent 
crime. The Parkdale Tenants Association nominated the 
City of Toronto for their ignominious Lord of the Slums 
award. Over 60,000 people are on the affordable housing 
waiting list, which gets longer every year. With only 10% 
annual turnover in social housing tenants, the wait time 
for a housing unit once an individual or family gets on 
the list could be a staggering eight years. Tenants wanting 
to relocate to housing in another area of the city for better 
employment or education opportunities face comparable 
delays, making it incredibly difficult for them to break 
out of the cycle of poverty. 

Frustrated residents in neighbourhoods with high 
concentrations of TCHC housing also share in the 
problems created from the poorly maintained, 

overcrowded TCHC properties and the inherent impact 
on the quality of life in those areas. In addition, addiction 
and mental health issues are both more prevalent amongst 
TCHC tenants. TCHC has said as much as ten percent 
of their tenant population suffer from mental health 
problems. There is no question these latter tenants must 
rightfully be provided publicly funded housing. Mixed 
housing intensification if sustainable over a very long 
period of time may help mitigate this issue. Nonetheless 
our current local politicians fail to effectively address 
the quality of life impacts on neighbourhoods with high 
concentrations of social housing. 

TCHC and local politicians quickly point out that there 
are also social housing success stories, such as the 
revitalization of Regent Park. Most people would say they 
are glad to finally see some progress in Regent Park. The 
new buildings are impressive. Critics point to the fact 
Regent Park revitalization has moved forward at glacial 
speed. If it is finally completed as planned, a generation 
of tenants would have come and gone along with $500 
million dollars spent for roughly the same number of 
social housing units as before. With this astoundingly 
prolonged timeframe and the very poor living conditions 
which exists in Regent Park, it was inevitable new 
development would occur sooner or later. In this case, 
much later. Anyone responsible for social housing in our 
city that crows success in this context and particularly 
when 60,000 low income individuals are facing the 
prospect of languishing on a social housing wait list 
for eight long years is shamelessly desperate for any 
recognition.

Another lament often heard from our local politicians 
is that problems at TCHC were inherited from the 
provincial and federal governments when they 
downloaded responsibility for social housing to 
municipalities without sufficient funding needed 
to maintain the dilapidated housing stock. While 
essentially true, it happened a long time ago, 12 years 
to be exact. Since then there has been some uploading 
of funding from the province although more is needed. 
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I've lived in Corktown for over eight years, and I've
monitored the market shifts in the downtown East side
closely. I'm always happy to offer you my knowledge
and assistance if you're thinking of selling a property
or looking for investment opportunities.

CONTACT ME FOR YOUR FREE HOME EVALUATION

The Market's on Fire!
Thinking of Selling? Let’s Talk!

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

CORKTOWN REALTOR

DAVID MACLEAN
Sales Representative

416.637.8000

Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another brokerage

Advertisement

Local politicians cannot continue to 
blame Harris or McGuinty or John A. 
Macdonald for that matter, for all the 
social housing failures in past twelve 
years. The obvious unanswered 
question is: “why have you not fixed 
it by now? You should accountable.” 

For example, why have city officials 
not significantly expanded the 
portable housing allowance 
program? More dollars would go 
directly to help individuals deal 
with the lack of income for rent 
or home ownership. Low income 
individuals with a portable housing 
allowance can more easily relocate 
to private housing closer to new job 
opportunities or schools. Facilitating 
workforce mobility is a key element 
for success in our new economy. 
TCHC has also said “the ability to 
choose one’s own housing” promotes 
housing stability. 

TCHC strangely describes itself 
proudly as, “the largest social 
housing provider in Canada and the 
second largest in North America.” 
The underlying assumption is that 
more is better, then it logically 
flows that having the most social 
housing in the world is the ultimate 
goal. How many social housing 
units before we reach a tipping 
point, in that, the social housing 
subsidies are not sustainable? A 
more enlightened vision to strive 
for maybe to have no need for social 
housing in our city, because everyone 
can earn an adequate income to meet 
their housing needs and for those 
few individuals that cannot have 
subsidies provided.

We must reach for dramatic 
change in social housing. We need 
innovative solutions that are more 
effective and offer more choices 
— solutions that will benefit all 
stakeholders.

Harvest Home at the  
Enoch Turner Schoolhouse
 Toronto’s first free school is having a
‘Harvest Celebration’ and you’re invited!

It takes place on Thursday, October 14, 2010 between 6 and 9 pm at the oldest 
free school in Toronto in the city’s Old Town. The Enoch Turner Schoolhouse 
was recently beautifully restored in keeping with its historic roots. 

Come join us in the festivities and experience first hand an authentic lesson 
as it is given in the original early Victorian era classroom. Savour the seasonal 
food tastings and the local brews. Tap your toes as acclaimed vocalist Shannon 
Butcher creates a perfect harmony of jazz, pop and rock. And delight at the 
musical talents of students from the Dixon Hall Music School. 

Each ticket is $55 per person and includes a drink (and, of course, the food 
tastings and entertainment) with the evening’s proceeds going to support 
the Enoch Turner Schoolhouse. Donations are also welcome at any time to 
enable the Enoch Turner Schoolhouse Foundation to continue its mission to 
recognize the roots and value of free education in Canada. Tax receipts will be 
issued for the maximum allowable amount. 

For information and reservations visit www.enochturnerschoolhouse.ca or 
call 416-863.0010. The Enoch Turner Schoolhouse is located at 106 Trinity 
Street, east of King and Parliament Streets and it is wheelchair accessible.


