S E RV I N G YO U R C O M M U N I T Y F R O M B E R K E L E Y S T R E E T T O T H E D O N R I V E R , S H U T E R S T R E E T T O L A K E S H O R E B O U L E VA R D

Spring Edition

Corktown’s Seasonal Newspaper

Underpass Mural
Festival

page 04

Welcome our new
CRBA board

page 06

April 2015

Putting the “B”
back in CRBA

page 07

Sweet talk
on King East

page 11
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Welcomes
the World
By Dennis Kucherawy

photo courtesy: Dominic Harriott, Filippo Romeo, Elena Elisseeva, Dreamstime.com

Corktown goes for the Gold at the PanAm Games

Cole Porter’s Broadway showstopper advises us to “Brush Up Your Shakespeare.”
This July, in Corktown as well as throughout Toronto and Southern Ontario, you’ll
need to brush up on your Spanish, Portuguese, Papiamento, Creole French or Patois
as athletes from 41 nations arrive to compete in the XVII Pan Am / ParaPan Games.
continued on page 2
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Beginning July 10th and running
until July 26th, it will be the largest
multi-sport event ever held in Canada,
measured by the number of competing
athletes. It will be double the size of
Vancouver’s 2010 Winter Olympics.
The games will shine a light on Toronto’s
worldwide reputation for peaceful
multiculturalism, Mayor John Tory
said recently at an Interfaith Blessing
of himself and city councillors held at
Metropolitan Community Church (MCC
Toronto) in nearby Riverdale. “People
from around the world will see how we
have chosen to live together, to help one
another,” he said. “This traces back to
the values of our aboriginal people (the
Huron-Wendat), the first to live here.”
Corktown, the site of the Athletes’
Village, is at the heart of the Games
and the formation of Toronto’s newest
neighbourhood – Canary District. It is
a bold and imaginative transformation
as Toronto prepares to greet more
than 7,600 athletes from 41 nations.
The residences, located just west of
the Don River and south of King St. E.,
themselves will house more than 10,000
people including athletes, coaches and
team officials.
Canary District is bounded by Old
Eastern Avenue, Cherry Street, Mill
Street and Bayview Avenue. The new
Cooper Koo YMCA on Cherry Street
is also part of the development. It
will provide services and programs to
support more than 8,000 people in the
neighborhood, a figure projected to
increase by 13.5% by 2020.
The impact of Corktown’s development
on residents and the neighborhood will
be profound as it becomes, in the words
of the Toronto Star’s Christopher Hume
“a model of 21st-century urbanism.”
He proclaimed the West Donlands’
rejuvenation as one of his “eight reasons
to love Toronto.”
Giuseppe Pelligra has lived and worked
here since the last century, actually Nov.
1988 (almost 30 years ago). The owner
The Corktowner 2
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of Fusilli’s Restaurant on Queen St. E.,
just west of River St., says it’s all very
positive, the Games will put Corktown
and Toronto on the map. “In Europe,
they call us Americano” he commented.
“They don’t even know where Toronto
is. The Games, even though they take
place for a few, short weeks, will change
that. It’s not just athletes who will come.
There will be officials, dignitaries and of
course, tourists. People living in Toronto
will come here out of curiosity, just like
when the Distillery District opened.”

Significantly, the Games
are speeding up the West
Donlands development by
5 or more years.
After the games, the immediate
population will increase with students
and new condo dwellers moving into the
Athletes’ Village residences. This is great
news for Pelligra: “With more people
living here, business will increase and
make our area more competitive.”
Already, the development has attracted
new business along King St. E. such as
The Healthy Road - a full service health
store, the Wine Rack and major brands
such as Tim Horton’s, Subway and a
Starbucks rumoured to be opening in
the near future. Now, you’ll be able to
choose between a double-double and a
tall, skinny latte made from coffee beans
grown at 250 feet above sea level on
Tanzania’s Mount Kilimanjaro.
Significantly, the Games are speeding up
the West Donlands development by 5 or
more years.
Before, this 13-hectare parcel was a
gloomy, brown and grey post industrial
wasteland dominated by a cement
factory. In the mid-1980s, disgusting,
rancid smells from a nearby rendering
plant permeated the air. By contrast,
these games will be completely
ecologically friendly as they will be fully
carbon neutral.

Now, as we ramp up to the opening
ceremonies, the streets are becoming
brighter and more pedestrians are
strolling them because they feel safer
and are inspired to see the attractions
of the new Corktown for themselves.
They include a beautiful, state-of-the-art
park system for walking, bike riding and
playgrounds. Underpass columns are
painted with beautiful murals.
The West Donlands development is new
and unique, praised Christopher Hume,
the Star’s Urban Issues columnist last May,
saying it is “something quite different”
than “yet another slapped-up subdivision.”
“What’s taking shape represents a bold,
new vision of Toronto,” he commented.
“That can already be seen in the narrow
streets and broad sidewalks, the mix of
housing types and income levels, the
striking commitment to architectural
excellence and the new park, Corktown
Common, which anchors the community.
It will also be evident in the human scale
of the neighborhood, the proximity of
transit and the dedication to pedestrians.”

Sweet Talk on King St. East
By Stephanie Duong, Roselle Desserts

If you haven’t already
heard, Corktown has a
new and delicious pastry
shop called Roselle Desserts.
The owners and chefs are Stephanie
Duong and Bruce Lee. They just opened
at the beginning of the year at 362 King
St. East and are already making a name
for themselves. Here’s a little more about
them in their own words:
Hello Corktown, we’re Stephanie &
Bruce from Roselle. We just opened in
February, but already feel like part of the
community.

Calling the new Corktown “an
enlightened mid-rise precinct,” Hume
paid tribute to such design elements as
Toronto’s first woonerfs (streets designed
for bikes and pedestrians as well as cars).
He said it all exemplifies the enormous
power of planning.
Turtle Tart

Fusilli’s Giuseppe Pelligra can’t wait
for the games. He’s already revising his
menu. “People riding the 501 Queen
Street car always see us on their way
to Leslieville and the Beach, and the
other way from the East End towards
downtown. “This is an incentive to
encourage them to stop and get off here.”
Before, Corktown was often described as
historic, friendly and in practical terms
as affordable, locationally convenient
and ‘up and coming’. Now, this ‘urban
village’ appears to have arrived and
can add to its list of descriptors:
cosmopolitan, sophisticated and, for a
few weeks this summer, maybe even
glamorous.

Bruce and I are trained chefs in culinary
and pastry, respectively. We met three
years ago through our love of food and
our passion has taken us to different
kitchens abroad. We spent a year
working in Michelin-rated kitchens in
Europe and Asia. During those years we
honed our skills and dreamt of returning
to Toronto to share what we learned
with those in our home city.
We believe in the power of food to bring
people together and hope to build a
business that will become an integral part
of Corktown.
The name Roselle is inspired by the art

of the crepe maker. “La rozell” is the tool
that is used to spread the batter on the
griddle. We ate a lot of crepes during
our stay in Paris and have always had a
deep appreciation of the skill it takes to
execute them perfectly. We plan to offer
a rotating selection of crepes based on
seasonality and of course, deliciousness.
Our pastries are French-inspired but with
our own touch of joy and playfulness.
Our best seller is the Turtle Tart: a tart
inspired by the namesake candy. Filled
with lightly salted caramel, creamy milk
chocolate mousse, crunchy pecans and
rum-infused chocolate biscuit, it’s already
earned a loyal following.
Although Roselle is a dessert shop, in
the spring, we plan to introduce lunch
options that will include savoury
French crepes and delicious open-faced
sandwiches (or tartines).
We had been looking for the right spot
to launch our business for quite some
time. We fell in love with the east side
after moving to Riverside not too long
ago. Through even more exploration
we discovered and became smitten
with Corktown. We enjoy that the
neighbourhood feels like a well kept
secret, and yet was in close proximity to
the downtown core.
We chose Corktown to launch our
pastry dream mainly because of the
creative energy and entrepreneurial
spirit displayed by the multitude of
shops and cafes around the area. We
have already been greeted with such
a warm welcome and look forward to
seeing Roselle grow along with the
neighbourhood.
Our hours are Tuesday-Sunday 11am7pm. Please visit us at www.roselleto.
com and follow us on Instagram @
roselle_to.

The Good and the Bad

POPPED
King Street is happening!
New businesses have either
just opened or are planning
to open soon. We’re delighted
with the delish coffee and treats at both
Odin Café & Bistro and Roselle Desserts.
Yum! We’re not as sad about losing
Weezie’s since it’s turning into The
Corktown Kitchen which promises to
be a cool, casual hangout spot. Also nice
to have Subway and Timmy’s at King &
River and of course our new Wine Rack.
We keep hearing the 504
King car is the busiest route
in Toronto. We were happy to
see the addition of King Street
buses picking up the rush hour overflow.
But are mystified why none of the buses
run the full King Street route between
Parliament and River St. What’s the
deal, TTC? Can’t you show a little love to
businesses and locals along that stretch?!
The PanAm Games are
almost here! It ‘s exciting
with all the athletes and
their entourages living right
in Corktown. We’re looking forward
to meeting some of our Pan American
visitors at local cafes and restaurants
and practicing our Spanish, French and
Portuguese. There will be tons of fun
events all over Toronto to celebrate the
Games. Woohoo!
The PanAm Games are almost
here! Corktown Common
will be closed except to the
visiting athletes for the
summer. Cherry Street will be closing
again and won’t open until September.
Traffic will be difficult, especially
around the Distillery District. We figure
the Distillery Christmas Market will be
tranquil in comparison to traffic during
the Games. Get out your walking shoes –
it’ll be faster than driving or TTC.
The Corktowner 11
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Gurus of colour and style in the Distillery
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By Sigale Goldstein

What makes the McManus & Campbell
Hair in the Distillery experience
different from most high-end salons?
The unparalleled warmth, the expert
staff, and being in one of Toronto’s most
desired neighbourhoods of course!
Currently the only salon in the
Distillery, McManus & Campbell
opened in November – a tactical move
by owners Sharon McManus and Anelise
Campbell. A labour of love – the duo is
thrilled to be a part of the community.
Housed in the Distillery’s Rack House J,
a wall from the original 1889 building
remains on display inside the salon.
Designed with exposed brick and
reclaimed distillery wood, the space is
enriched with historical character and
architectural detail.

Already creating citywide buzz,
McManus & Campbell has a team of
six experienced and recognized stylists
and colourists - all highly skilled in the
newest trends. Committed to providing
the highest standard of quality, the
salon offers a wide range of services,
including men’s and women’s haircuts,
professional styling, colour and
highlights - to name just a few.
Every customer is made to look and
feel their absolute best. Striving for
perfection, the team ensures that each
client leaves happy and is eager to return.
About the proprietors

Beginning her career at the prestigious
Rainbow Room, UK-born Sharon
McManus spent years working alongside
John Steinberg - the “grandfather” of
contemporary hairstyle in Canada. With

over 20 years of experience, McManus
has earned a reputation as one of
Canada’s “gurus of colour”. She has been
an on-set stylist for a number of feature
films, working with noted celebrities
Renee Zellweger, Jessica Alba, Guy
Pierce, Kevin Bacon, Chris Noth, Bonnie
Hunt, and Andrea Martin.
In the industry over 10 years, Anelise
Campbell began her career with
John Steinberg. Possessing a natural
instinct for beauty, Campbell rejects
any standardization of method or style.
Her strengths lie in creating beautiful,
wearable styles rather than conceptual
looks. Campbell also styles for TV and
magazine shoots.
Located at 90 Distillery Lane in Toronto,
McManus & Campbell is conveniently
open seven days a week.
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Underpass Mural Festival

Spring cleaning

By Alex Bartlett

Street graffiti has been around since
people could mark or etch a wall but
in recent decades, graffiti and now
“tagging”, either an elaborate painted or
simple maker “signature” have appeared
almost everywhere in this city. Most
often unwelcome and reviled, graffiti
and tagging have been seen as prime
examples of urban blight and decay and
as catalysts for additional crime and
vandalism in the immediate area.

artistic expression for emerging artists
and the younger generation.

Contemporary graffiti has also been
seen as art, as a welcome addition of
colour and expression by the creative
class. Worldwide the art form of graffiti
is constantly evolving, pushing new
boundaries and becoming further
ingrained into all aspects of society as
pop art, corporate marketing campaigns
and most common of all as a form of

StreetARToronto or StART is a relatively
new program that has done a great
deal in a short amount of time to
develop, support, and promote street
art throughout the city in order to
add interest, colour and beauty and to
counteract the negative and harmful
effects of graffiti vandalism and tagging.
Originally created as part of the city’s

Corktown will gain 19 new
murals over the course of the
inaugural 3-day Underpass
Mural Festival to be held in
late June at Underpass Park.

By Ashley Andrews, District Dental
graffiti management plan, StaRT has
implemented hundreds of new murals
and painted or “wrapped” transportation
signal boxes throughout Toronto.
Recent murals in Corktown including
the Z’otz Collective mural above Dulux
Paints and the four underpass pillars
along King Street East at the Adelaide
and Richmond flyovers are great
examples of the potential results that
can be achieved with this program.
This summer, in an ambitious and
exciting initiative, Corktown will
gain 19 new murals over the course
of the inaugural 3-day Underpass
Mural Festival to be held in late June
at Underpass Park. The festival will
have top graffiti artists from the city
create these new murals on almost half

It’s been a long and unusually cold
winter, but spring has finally descended.
The snow has melted and Corktown
Common park is abuzz with the
chirping of birds and the smell of
wild flowers. It’s a time for rebirth,
recharging and that most satisfying of
spring rites – the spring clean.
Even though you clean your home
regularly, regular maintenance doesn’t
always get into all the nooks and
crannies. The same goes for your teeth.
You should also be thinking about a
professional dental spring cleaning.
Even if you take great care of your teeth
at home, you still have bacteria in your
mouth which mix with proteins and
food to form dental plaque that attaches
to the smooth surfaces of your teeth.

Over time this plaque can turn into a
harder substance called tartar which can
be difficult to remove at home and can
contribute to halitosis and gum disease.
“As many as 75 per cent of adults over the
age of 30 may suffer from some form of gum
disease at some point in their life. Not only
can gum disease cause oral pain, discomfort
and tooth loss, it can also seriously affect
a person’s overall health. The connection
between oral infections and other diseases in
the body is becoming understood and accepted
within the health-care community.”– Ontario
Dental Hygienists’ Association

Consider making a dental appointment
this spring. Your Dental Hygienist is an
expert at tartar and plaque removal and
your Dentist will perform a thorough
examination of your teeth and mouth.

Advertisement

It’s suggested that you see a professional
at least every 6 months. If you don’t
already have a regular dental check up
routine, this spring would be an excellent
time to start. So, as the cold air turns into
a calming spring breeze, make sure you
see your Dentist and Dental Hygienist for
a preventative care cleaning and checkup. Your teeth will thank you!
District Dental is a Corktown family
practice, new to the neighbourhood and
located at 514 King Street East (www.
districtdental.ca).
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buy.sell.lease in Corktown

The Guy to Trust in Corktown!
The Spring Market is just around the corner.
Let me help you get Top Dollar for your property.
Listings are urgently needed in Corktown.

Your District Realtor
•
•
•
•

If a problem is detected, they can
immediately inform and provide you
with a solution to correct the issue. Why
wait until it hurts? Oral issues typically
get worse and unfortunately, more
expensive when left unattended.

The Guy to Call In River City!

If you are interested in the most exciting condo
project in the downtown east, I am experienced
in both resale and new construction sales. Don’t
delay, as River City’s Phase 3 is selling out quickly.

full-time realtor since 1998
living and working in Corktown
no assistants - I work directly with you
zero-obligation, always here to help

Contact Me Today!
Direct 416.528.3658
Office 416.466.2090
dmacleanagent@gmail.com

corktownHOMESandCONDOS.com
brianC .mayer
real estate sales representative

direct line: 416.219.6662
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Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers under contract.

David Murray MacLean
e-mail: realestateinTO@gmail.com

Sales Representative

www.LivingInCorktown.com
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Now there are things happening led by city initiatives,
passionate dwellers who always championed its potential
and new enthusiastic people moving into the area with an
optimistic vibe that makes it nearly impossible for this little
enduring neighbourhood not to jolt forward into its own.
Ideally, the Corktown of today has all the elements to thrive,
become self-sufficient and economically robust like its
counterparts the St. Lawrence Market, Leslieville, Distillery
District (even though technically, this is in Corktown) and
Riverdale. But, the ideals of the few must be supported by the
many. New dwellings have brought in new businesses and the
ball of change has started to roll.

Then & Now

Parliament & Queen
by Michele Cummings

Now more than ever, Corktowners - residents and businesses
- must unite and support each other in order to harden the
new economic base and focus on fiscal longevity. With the
Pan Am Games just around the corner, bringing the world to
our doorstep and global eyes upon us...this wave of attention
is an opportunity to step up and shine…an opportunity that
should not be missed but exploited and relished. To this end,
the Corktown Residents and Business Association, genuinely
protective of its residents and their issues, is looking to do the
same for area businesses by reviving the business part of its
mandate through a business committee.

1913

As with early settlers in the 1800s and the industrial era after
them, Corktown is at another defining juncture. Current
events are bringing it out of the shadows – the goal is to keep it
shining bright. Email us at business@corktown.ca.
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The 1st phase of Underpass Park with
the skate park and basketball courts
was completed in 2012 and has done
much to animate this large empty space
underneath these elevated roadways. A
street art festival combined with food,
music and neighbours seems like a
natural addition to this very urban space
along with the new works of art that
will be added as permanent fixtures to
the park as a very dynamic, outdoor art
gallery.

photo courtesy: Torontoist

StART is also currently working with
Google to develop a Google Street Art
interactive map that would feature
Toronto’s street art on both a local and
international level allowing for selfcurated driving and walking tours of

street art installations and murals. In
the interim, for those that want to see
more, there is a current gallery of much
of Toronto’s recent new street art located
online at www.toronto.ca/streetart on
their Street Art Gallery.

Advertisement

It’s imperative that the neighbourhood support its local
businesses since this financial support will create commercial
strength, a more attractive environment to stimulate even
more new business and in turn, these enterprises will give
back to the community through beautification, increased
property value and area recognition. The Business Committee
will strive to create a forum of communication among
Corktown business owners – a unified platform to voice
concerns, seek support and receive encouragement and
information. This is an opportunity for all business owners,
whether they be ground-level retail, home run or selfemployed, to join and make themselves known.
One of the committee’s objectives this year will be to create a
Corktown Business Directory which will list every business
in the neighbourhood making it easier for residents to identify
and locally support those offering the products and services
they need. So make your presence known. Contact us to join,
voice an opinion or to make a suggestion about what you
would like the business committee to address in its quest to
strengthen Corktown’s commercial atmosphere.

of the pillars within the park in three
days while providing entertainment
and an opportunity for interaction
with the artists for those that attend.
Plans include coordinating the mural
festival with the 3rd annual Corktown
Community Barbeque, which takes
place each year in Underpass Park along
Lower River Street just south of King
Street East. StART views street art as an
important way to connect and identify
communities and to help them re-claim
spaces within their neighbourhoods.

d
2014
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Adornments on Queen
Affordable elegance

338 Queen St. E @Parliament

Fine furnishings
Decorative Accessories
Gift Boutique/Parfumerie
Selected Artisanry
Steeped and Infused Tea Bar

d

abodes fit for future generations. Through it all, Corktown
remained unnoticed by the masses – until now.

CORKTOWN
CLEANERS

d
d

(FORMERLY PLATIS CLEANERS)

-ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CLEANING PROCESS
-SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
-GENTLE CARE FOR YOUR SENSITIVE ITEMS
-SPOT REMOVAL

-HOUSEHOLD ITEMS(DUVETS,CURTAINS,
PILLOW SHAMS ETC)
-LEATHER AND SUEDE
-REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS

PET FRIENDLY!
569 KING ST.EAST, TORONTO M5A 1M5
416-368-9800
corktowncleaners@gmail.com
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:45AM-7:30PM, SATURDAY 9AM-6PM, SUNDAY 12PM-4PM

info@adornmentsonqueen.com
www.adornmentsonqueen.com
416 955 4791 Tu-Fr 11-7, S-S to 5
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Who are the people in your
neighbourhood association?

Putting the “B” back in CRBA
By Ana Harriott, Broker - King Street Realty

By Kara Isert

Joe and I moved to Corktown in
2010. A couple of times walking past
the Dominion, we noticed a sign
announcing a Corktown Residents
& Business Association meeting
happening in the back room. Eventually,
I ventured in. It was so cool to discover
a group of volunteers working together
to improve our new neighbourhood. I
offered to help. Before long Larry Webb,
president at that time, recruited me and
when he retired, I became President.
At the February meeting, the CRBA
members elected the current board.
Here’s an introduction to the 2015 team
behind your community association:
Sandra Iskandar, our new President, is
an architect and project manager with
a busy young family. Yet she finds time
to lead Corktown’s heritage and arts &
culture activities as well as serving on a
couple of boards, including the CRBA.
Brian Palic, CRBA Vice-President, is
active in his condo building’s social
committee and can be seen walking
his pup around the area. He will help
organize Corktown’s social events like
the annual Underpass Park summer
party and Christmas social.
Matt Elliott, CRBA Secretary, writes
about local politics for Metro News. He

is also the main organizer for Corktown’s
social events like the Christmas social
and Underpass Park summer party.

sends out the Corktown news by email
and updates the Corktown.ca website
weekly. Matt lives in one of those cool,
quirky houses built in the late 1800s for
local workers.
Michele Cummings, CRBA Treasurer
is an executive member of the board. She
moved around the world – Paris! NYC!
– before returning to Toronto a couple
of years ago. Michele is also active
on the Development Committee and
fundraising for the CRBA.
Peter Coish, is an entrepreneurial
Residential member and head of
Kuration, a boutique content marketing
company. He loves Corktown and focuses
on our marketing – letting the rest of the
city know why Corktown is great.

Tadeo Sanchez, Business member, is a
local Realtor from King Street Realty.
His focus is re-energizing the CRBA
Business Committee and creating a
local business directory. He’s recruited
business partners (also his sister and
brother-in-law), Ana and Dominic, to
help with the Committee and to manage
the Corktowner newspaper.
Tom Junek, Business representative and
owner of Odin Hus Café at King and River
started getting involved in the CRBA
before Odin opened. He’s been coming
up with lots of great ideas for fundraising
and community building, so expect to see
some fun new events this year.

Alim Rhemtulla, a new Residential
member, recently returned to Corktown
after a few years living outside our area.
He runs an engineering and technology
consultancy and will be helping to whip
the CRBA operations into shape as well
as volunteering with the Development
Committee.

Finally, there’s me, Kara Isert, now in
my 3rd term as an elected board member,
I have just usurped Larry Webb in the
past-President role. In addition to my
CRBA activities, I own Sparkplug Coffee,
sending fresh roasted coffee by mail
anywhere in Canada.

Socrates Apallas, Business member
and local Realtor from #LivingToronto,
is new to the CRBA board but not to
volunteering. He represents Corktown
for anything PanAm Games related and

I hope you can make it out to a CRBA
monthly meeting to meet us in person!
For our meeting location and speakers,
check out the website (www.corktown.
ca) or email us at info@corktown.ca.
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K E L L Y

P O R T E R

H E T U

C h a r t e r e d P r o f e s s i o n a l A c c o u n t a n t s, L PA
■ Personal, Corporate and Estate Taxes
■ Comprehensive financial services to businesses
and professionals from bookkeeping to tax planning
■ Audit and review engagements

in Corktown

P C

Corktown? Where is Corktown? That’s
the usual reaction from outsiders. On
the flip side, those who live in Corktown
are proud to reside in one of Toronto’s
oldest neighbourhoods.
Long-time residents are fulfilled by its ancestry. Some believe
the name was born as a result of its early 1800’s settlers working class Irish immigrants from the Town of Cork. Others
believe the name was secured by the presence of distilleries,
breweries and cork-stopper manufacturers in the area.
However it came to be, this small pocket in the lower part of
downtown east is rich in history and strength. A resilient area
that has led a quiet existence and shown the spirit of survival
as its original buildings and row houses were once torn down
to accommodate industrial businesses in the 1960s and then
more recently when developers came calling to create modern
Advertisement

CHEMICAL-FREE
BEAUTY IS RIGHT
AROUND THE CORNER.

ARE YOUR PRODUCTS

BEAUTIFUL

We’re a full service
health store, offering
professional advice
and quality products
for living well. We
carry 100% Pure, Dalish,
Lovefresh and Ellas
Botanicals and many more.

inside and out?

thehealthyroad.com
518 King St E.

475 Queen Street East, Toronto M5A 1T9 | 416 955 0060 | kellyporterhetu.com
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