














Who are the people In your
neighbourhood association?

By Kara Isert

Joe and | moved to Corktown in

2010. A couple of times walking past
the Dominion, we noticed a sign
announcing a Corktown Residents

& Business Association meeting
happening in the back room. Eventually,
| ventured in. It was so cool to discover
a group of volunteers working together
to improve our new neighbourhood. |
offered to help. Before long Larry Webb,
president at that time, recruited me and
when he retired, | became President.

At the February meeting, the CRBA
members elected the current board.
Here’s an introduction to the 2015 team
behind your community association:

Sandra Iskandar, our new President, is
an architect and project manager with

a busy young family. Yet she finds time
to lead Corktown'’s heritage and arts &
culture activities as well as serving on a
couple of boards, including the CRBA.

Brian Palic, CRBA Vice-President, is
active in his condo building’s social
committee and can be seen walking
his pup around the area. He will help
organize Corktown’s social events like
the annual Underpass Park summer
party and Christmas social.

Matt Elliott , CRBA Secretary, writes
about local politics for Metro News. He
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sends out the Corktown news by email
and updates the Corktown.ca website
weekly. Matt lives in one of those cool,
quirky houses built in the late 1800s for
local workers.

Michele Cummings , CRBA Treasurer

is also the main organizer for Corktown’s
social events like the Christmas social
and Underpass Park summer party.

Tadeo Sanchez Business member, is a
local Realtor from King Street Realty.
His focus is re-energizing the CRBA

is an executive member of the board. SheBusiness Committee and creating a

moved around the world — Paris! NYC!
— before returning to Toronto a couple
of years ago. Michele is also active

on the Development Committee and
fundraising for the CRBA.

Peter Coish, is an entrepreneurial
Residential member and head of
Kuration, a boutique content marketing

local business directory. He’s recruited
business partners (also his sister and
brother-in-law), Ana and Dominic, to
help with the Committee and to manage
the Corktowner newspaper.

Tom Junek, Business representative and
owner of Odin Hus Café at King and River
started getting involved in the CRBA

company. He loves Corktown and focusesbefore Odin opened. He’s been coming

on our marketing — letting the rest of the
city know why Corktown is great.

Alim Rhemtulla , a new Residential
member, recently returned to Corktown

after a few years living outside our area.

He runs an engineering and technology
consultancy and will be helping to whip
the CRBA operations into shape as well
as volunteering with the Development
Committee.

Socrates Apallas, Business member
and local Realtor from #LivingToronto,
is new to the CRBA board but not to
volunteering. He represents Corktown
for anything PanAm Games related and
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up with lots of great ideas for fundraising
and community building, so expect to see
some fun new events this year.

Finally, there’'s me, Kara Isertnow in

my 3rd term as an elected board member,
| have just usurped Larry Webb in the
past-President role. In addition to my
CRBA activities, | own Sparkplug Coffee,
sending fresh roasted coffee by mail
anywhere in Canada.

I hope you can make it out to a CRBA
monthly meeting to meet us in person!
For our meeting location and speakers,
check out the website (www.corktown.
ca) or email us at info@corktown.ca.

HETU PC

The Corktowner 6

Corltowner Spring 2015.indd ] 6-7

= - HEEE)

Putting the “B” back in CRBA

By Ana Harriott, Broker - King Street Realty

Corktown? Where is Corktown? That'’s
the usual reaction from outsiders. On
the flip side, those who live in Corktown
are proud to reside in one of Toronto’s
oldest neighbourhoods.

Long-time residents are fulfilled by its ancestry. Some believe
the name was born as a result of its early 1800'’s settlers -
working class Irish immigrants from the Town of Cork. Others
believe the name was secured by the presence of distilleries,
breweries and cork-stopper manufacturers in the area.

However it came to be, this small pocket in the lower part of
downtown east is rich in history and strength. A resilient area
that has led a quiet existence and shown the spirit of survival
as its original buildings and row houses were once torn down
to accommodate industrial businesses in the 1960s and then
more recently when developers came calling to create modern
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