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Richmond/Adelaide overpass
getting Shalak Attacked
Ever since moving to Corktown, I have
thought that the overpass columns
where Richmond and Adelaide cross
King Street would make great canvases
for murals. Then last year, utility boxes
in the area started getting artistic
treatments like the one at Queen St East
at Sumach by graffiti artist Elicser. This
got me interested in StreetARToronto
(StART). StART is the City of Toronto’s
program to develop, support, promote
and increase awareness of street art.
StART originated out of the City’s
graffiti management plan and is
currently administered by the Public
Realm Section of the Transportation
Services Division at the City of Toronto.
In January, StART had an information
session at the Drake Hotel for artists
interested in participating in these
programs. I am no artist, but thought I
would drop by, pictures of the overpass
site in tow, to see if I could get any advice
on how to go about getting murals
painted on these piers. Perfect timing!
It turns out StART was in the midst of
developing an underpass program.
In April, StART put out a call for artists
interested in participating in their

underpass program. And in June, the
CRBA got the call that StART was
shortlisting artists for the Richmond/
Adelaide overpass. The neighborhood
was asked to help guide the proposals
from the shortlisted artists. We asked
to prioritize factors such as creative
use of shape and contexts, brightening
the surrounding and paying homage to
history. Since the area had already been
“claimed” by tagging (being graffitied), it
was important that the style of imagery
would discourage future taggers.

Three artists were short listed and
they provided proposals that were put
on display at Tandem Coffee on King
Street as well as on the CRBA website
and Facebook page. The reaction was
better than what the people at StART are
accustomed to, with far more comments
and public involvement than most other
projects receive.
The selection committee was made
up of representatives from StART,
the Councillor’s office and me,
representing the CRBA and Corktown
neighbourhood. We spent a morning
deliberating and in the end selected the
submission by ShALaK aTtAcK. This
submission received the most positive
feedback from the community and was
also the only one to receive any negative
feedback. I can’t help but think that this
is a sign of good art.
The imagery is that of four faces on the
sides of the pillars facing the street with
related modern and historical imagery
on the back and sides. The intent is for
the imagery on the front to be seen and
appreciated quickly, for instance from
vehicles passing by, and to give pedestrians
a richer experience with greater detail to be
discovered on all four sides of the pillars.
continued on page 6
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REAL ESTATE

by Larry Webb

The CRBA’s Development
Committee’s activities
have stepped up in the
past 6 months and much
is happening in our
community. Here are
some highlights.
King Street East Commercial
The King Street retail and commercial
improvement continues slowly but
steadily. West of Sumach, after an
interminable construction period,
italinteriors commercial showroom is
finally occupied and open at 445 King
Street East. The building is great, the
interior disappointing and bland –
maybe that will change with time.
Almost across the street where Trinity
joins King, Tandem Coffee opened at
368 King East with much welcomed
offerings – good coffee and sweet
treats. Owners Eugene and Michie are
delightful and we wish them well.
We previously reported the plans for 501
King E., formerly Lenscape photography.
It has been bought by the same owner
as Gusto 101 on Portland Street and is
to become a similarly-themed Italian
eatery called Gusto 501. Now that the
Gusto team have received Committee of
Adjustment approval, they can finalize
their plans, apply for building permits
and be underway. We expect them to be
open about a year from now, though that
is not confirmed.
On Corktown’s western edge, the largescale commercial-only redevelopment
just west of Berkeley is under
construction and will be the future
home of the Globe & Mail as well as the

head office for developer First Gulf who
through their Great Gulf arm have a
huge presence downtown.
East of Sumach, the Streetcar condo
buildings are still struggling with their
ground level commercial spaces. We
are pleased to see there is some activity
here, finally. At 569 King East, there
is one small storefront still empty
with a Hilti industrial fastener outlet
serving the construction industry, King
Street Realty, and the newly renamed
Corktown Cleaners occupying the other
spaces. At 510 King East, we already
have the Healthy Road health food store
and a dentist office open. The Odin Hus
Restaurant construction at the east
corner is underway. Subway signed their
lease and opened in record time. And the
last space at 510 King is said to be leased,
though no tenant name is known as yet.
Residential occupancy has started at
the seniors’ building opposite 510 King
at 589 King and in its north-east corner,
Tim Hortons is now open for business.
We hear a pharmacy and medical clinic
will occupy the rest of the retail space
there.
The ground floor of the River City Phase
1 building is currently their sales office
for River City Phase 3 – we don’t yet
know what their plans are for that space
after that.
Queen Street East Commercial
The commercial revival of Queen Street
was very strong in 2012 but has slowed.
There have been quite a few changes
as new retailers came and went after
relatively short stays. We hope that
the retail will stabilize in the next year
or two until the area will receive the
benefit of added residents from two
planned developments mentioned
below.
continued on page 4

Real estate classifieds are brought you by
local Realtor Socrates Apallas. Get the
scoop and call for real-time info. *
Resale properties
WANT TO SELL? Find out what your home is
worth. Call Socrates Today @ 647.206.4408
Corktown District Lofts: resale. 510, 549,
569 king st & 52 sumach st. Jr.1 beds start
@ $270s . 2 beds start @ $440s. polished
concrete, gym + rooftop lounge. a+ views!
90 Trinity Street: resale. streetcar built
boutique lofts. Jr.1 beds start @ $270.
2 beds start @ $430s. eastern & parliament
90 Sumach Street: resale. large warehouse
conversions 1000+ sq.ft. start @ $550s.
high ceilings. stunning. queen & sumach
Victorian Townhome: rarely available in
Corktown. If you are looking for a resale
home with character contact socrates @
647.206.0448 to be alerted first.
426 Queen Street @ sackville. authentic
post and beam lofts start from 290s. great
value. few available per year.
HIRE LOCAL: are you looking to buy real
estate? we can help. let’s chat 647.206.4408
PreConstruction Projects
RiverCity Phase 3: it’s here. vip pricing
and floorplans are available. to make sure
get on future vip lists, call socrates.
Rental Lofts & Apartments
Attn Renters: corktown has changed. it’s
time to invest. find out what your options
are. contact us today for a chat.
RIVERCITY RENTALS: trendy high-end suites
available for lease. Jr 1 bedrooms start @
1300/mth. 2 bedrooms start @ 2200/mth.
call for details 647.206.4408
Commercial Units for Sale & Lease
Retail/Office/Live/Work: unique spaces
popping up around the area. many options
not available on mls. ask for details.

Socrates Apallas, Broker
Real Estate Homeward Brokerage
647.206.4408
*prices and availability subject to change. Not intended to
solicit properties or people already under contract.
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New Developments
Three new development applications
are at early stages of progress through
the City’s Planning process. Great Gulf
has its application for redevelopment of
the old Sing Tao site at 48 Power Street,
on the north side of Adelaide between
Power and Parliament. That application
has slowed as the developer reviews
some options. We expect it to come to a
Community public meeting some time
in 2015. It will include at-grade retail on
Parliament, Adelaide and Power Streets
and should be a boost for the area with
added residents. The exact size is in flux
at the moment but we expect it to be
large though not massive.
A new application was received and a
public meeting already held for the site
at 112-124 Parliament which stretches
all the way to 93/95 Berkeley Street.
It is an innovative concept which
also has a small amount of retail on
Parliament as well as preserving the
entire heritage property on Berkeley.

Plans for a walkway between Parliament
and Berkeley and some mews-style
townhouses in addition to the condos on
Parliament should make an interesting
addition to the area.
An application for a large-scale
development at 7 Labatt Street has been
received by the City but will likely
require a lot of work before it is approved.
It includes the present Salvation Army
building and we understand that space
for Sally Ann will be incorporated into
the new development.
These three developments will all
generate some funds which will be used
to benefit the area, details of which have
not yet been worked out. The CRBA
Development Committee is involved
in all three applications and will work
to maximize those benefits to the
immediate area.
Along Lower River Street, River City
Phase 1 is basically fully occupied and
Advertisement
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Phase 2 construction is well advanced
with the structure complete and exterior
cladding well-advanced. Occupancy is
currently expected in summer 2015. The
exciting and dramatic Phase 3 of River
City was launched in early summer and
the sales have been strong, so we might
expect to see a construction start in 2015
with occupancy currently expected by
late 2017.
West Don Lands/PanAm Athletes
Village
Work is proceeding energetically, with
most exterior works complete and work
proceeding now on the public realm it’s exciting for all of us. And of course,
we all continue to enjoy, in ever greater
numbers, the wonderful new Corktown
Common.
Roadwork
Related to the developments in the West
Don Lands, the TTC and roadwork on
Sumach between Eastern and King is
continued on page 9

eco|stems blooms here
by Alex Bartlett

This summer, your Corktowner
representative spoke to eco|stems, an
established boutique flower shop.
Eco|stems is very ecologically minded
and recently relocated into Corktown to
a heritage storefront at 364A King Street
East. We were attracted by the diverse
and constantly changing storefront
floral displays that are especially well
lit at night, creating a wonderful visual
gem for pedestrians and residents day
and night along this stretch of King East.
Within a few minutes inside the shop
it is apparent that they truly provide an
innovative and very ecologically minded
approach to creating these wonderful
floral arrangements for both permanent
and temporary decorations.
Here is the summary of our conversation
with Joseph Delarge, the owner and
creative director at eco|stems:
Q: How long have you been at this space
on King Street East and did you re-locate from somewhere else in Toronto?
A: eco|stems moved from our Queen
Street East location to King Street in
October 2012. It’s been great to have
all this extra space in such a great
neighbourhood. eco|stems celebrated 5
years in business this past May!
Q: Why did you choose this part of
Corktown and what was the building
like (former use/condition) when you
obtained it?
A: I chose this part of Corktown for
eco|stems because it has the right
look, with its black storefronts and
very old buildings. Proximity to the
Distillery District, St. Lawrence Market
neighbourhoods and The PanAm Games
Village and all of the renewal it brings
were other reasons. I also didn’t want to
stray too far from the first location.

Greetings
from
Inglenook

by Rob Rennick, Inglenook Community
School’s Curriculum Leader

Hello parents, students,
and neighbours.
Q: How has the neighbourhood met
your expectations so far?
A: Corktown is a great place to be a
florist! It has exceeded my expectations.
There’s always so much going on and so
many people, friendly locals and tourists
from all over the world! I’m excited for
what the next few years have to bring.
Q: Has your business been affected by
the prolonged and unexpected closure
of the King Streetcar along this section
of King Street?
A: It’s been so long since the King car has
gone past I’ve forgotten about it. Luckily
most of our customers come on foot or
call in their orders, we’re not as beholden
to the streetcars as other businesses may
be. Looking at their website the TTC is
now saying it won’t be open until end of
November 2014. That’s almost a full year
of closure!
Q: What do you think Corktown will
be like 5 years from now?
A: Corktown will still have its small
town feeling with all of the heritage
buildings but I’d expect many more
residents and businesses moving
into all of the new buildings under
construction. It’s certainly an exciting
time for Corktown! We’re looking
forward to the next five years!

I’m happy to mark the start of Inglenook
Community School’s 41st school year
here in Corktown. For those of you
who aren’t familiar with our school,
we are a liberal arts high school with
about 90 students. We are part of the
Toronto District School Board, and we
were one of the first alternative schools
promoting diversity, small school
learning, community and social action.
Our co-op and outreach program
continue this year, and we are looking
for businesses to host students. Note for
artists - our gallery is able to host art
shows!
I know that our students will continue
working hard this year, Inglenook is a
very talented school! Some of our grads
include Kevin Hearn of the Barenaked
Ladies, Jaymz Bee, radio host at Jazz
FM, and Patrick Gillet of Down with
Webster.
As a final note to community members, I
really encourage you to visit our school.
There is a lot of history on our site, the
beautiful 1887 building, the Thornton
and Lucie Blackburn Underground
Railroad memorial, the site of the first
female principal in Ontario, and even a
ghost!
Here’s wishing a safe and successful
school year for all of our students.
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I spoke to Shalak to get her take on the project and what
excites her about it.
She described how the pillars are an interesting shape and she
tried to work with the physical aspects of the site. She told me
how “the faces are a personification of history and the future”
noting how “humans feel very drawn in to portraits”. The
faces “grab attention but (the rest of this image) also makes
it deeper”. She spoke of how there was “a lot of raw material
to work with” in the area and “there is a huge story to tell for
Toronto, Ontario and Canada”.
Shalak is Canadian-born yet describes herself as globallyoriented. She’s done a lot of work in Latin America, Africa and
Middle East. She recently arrived in Toronto, via Montreal and
São Paulo Brazil. She tells me “I am overwhelmed by the amazing
opportunities that the City of Toronto has brought me”.
Corktowners were able to meet and congratulate Shalak and
her partners, husband Bruno Smoky and sister Fiya, at the
official unveiling of the murals in October.

Photo courtesy Sketch

SKETCHy New King East & Sackville Mural
Brought to you by SKETCH, the new work at King East &
Sackville was created by Z’otz* Collective. Z’otz (the Mayan
word for “bat”) is a Toronto based artistic group made up of
Nahúm Flores, Erik Jerezano, and Ilyana Martínez. SKETCH
is a community arts development initiative engaging young
people aged 16-29 who are homeless or otherwise on the
margins. The project was funded in part by StreetARToronto
as part of Pan Am 2015 legacy projects.
The Z’otz* Collective artists came out to the Corktown BBQ in
July to present their mural ideas and meet Corktowners. They
enthusiastically took over the face painting station which was
a fun contribution to the party.
A special thanks goes to George Forbes and Forbes Broadcast at
489 King Street East for allowing the use of their wall.
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Build Higher! An argument for more
over less... opinion piece
by Larry Webb

I was born and raised in
a city - London, England
– which was a very
different place back then,
but was still a big city.
It’s in my blood, city living. While I
love the country, its smells, sights, and
sounds, its bucolic charms and low
background noise releasing the sounds
of wildlife, I’m still a city “boy”.
I would even say that I don’t take
advantage of all the activities that are
available to me in the city; that isn’t
necessarily what keeps me a citydweller. I go listen to jazz as one of my
few regular city activities; I eat out
occasionally, but not at foodie places
usually; I go to the theatre and art
galleries on occasion; never to the opera
or ballet.
I say all this as the all-important context,
the glue which gives relevance and
meaning to all information. It is, after
all, one of the fundamentals of my
work as a project manager. And what
has any of this to do with the height of
buildings? Everything!
Cities, by definition, are aggregations of
people; they are defined by and are all
about people, usually in large numbers.
Like them or not, that’s what they are.
And so in very simple terms, there is a
continuum of physical form with low
height and large expanse at one end
and great height and small footprint at
the other. Different cities around the
globe and through the ages have been at
different points on that continuum. All

have within them various areas which
are at different points on the continuum.
The typical north-American city has
a core at the high and dense end and
suburbs at the low height and density
end; elsewhere this is not always the
case.
I live in Toronto so let’s take this
great city as our template. In our case,
we live in a country which is pretty
much dependent on immigration as
a supplement to our own birth rate;
currently our birth rate is approximately
zero and so population growth is almost
exclusively from immigration; but
whatever the relationship between
those two, we do experience population
growth and most of it, from both
sources, is in Toronto.
The statistics support all this but what
does it all mean? For those of us who
live in cities, we have two alternatives,
and one of them isn’t fewer people. We
are bound to be blessed with more and
more neighbours. Like it or not, that’s
the reality and complaining about it
isn’t going to effect any change! To say
nothing of the prejudices which such
complaints could mask.
In the urban settings, with a
finite amount of land available for
development, if we value open space
at all we have to relax on and embrace
height in our buildings. The only
alternative is less height with greater
building footprints and less open space.
The more height, the greater are the
options on the ground plane - better
building design, more imaginative
public realm, more open space, better
experience on sidewalks and so on.

factor in increased density. But I see that
as a problem to be managed rather than
a reason not to do the right thing.
There is, in fact, the opportunity
through greater development to generate
the funds which will be required to
upgrade the below-grade services.
Whether we develop or not, those
services are aging and in many cases are
approaching their end-of-life. They will
require fixing sooner rather than later.
The expected cost of same is staggering we need help in that regard!

In suburban settings, where
land is available, we can
resist height in buildings but
that only generates sprawl.
And with sprawl comes a whole raft
of negative outcomes: more roads,
more sanitary sewers, larger roof areas
affecting runoff and storm sewers, loss
of agricultural and “natural” land.
I will highlight one other impact area
because it is so often heard these days,
and that is transit. We will never get
the transit we need without higher
density development – the numbers
will never work. We will keep building
to suit the automobile and so will
keep perpetuating the issues which
will guarantee the continuation of the
complaints which are on so many lips,
private and public.
That’s part of my argument for building
heights. As expressed here, the case is
pretty clear. But there is always room for
debate and I welcome it.

Clearly, the capacity of existing sewer
and water main infrastructure is a major
The Corktowner 7

Doors open at 416 Gallery
by Lexi Anderson

Toronto’s newest contemporary art gallery opened its doors in the heart of
Corktown last September.

Opening night definitely brought youth and excitement to Corktown.

Founded by abstract artist and curator Jimmy Chiale, 416
Gallery is a manifestation of Toronto’s emerging creative
voice and a lively platform to inspire and connect likeminded artists through a series of collective shows and
miscellaneous cultural event productions. Alongside the
gallery, founder Jimmy Chiale has also launched the brandnew 416 collective, a group of 50 vibrant artists that represent
the energetic and multicultural local talent that the city has
to offer.
416 Gallery -located on 404 Queen St East- not only provides
unique opportunities for local artists looking to showcase
and sell their work through group shows, commissions and
charity events but the venue is also up for grabs as a studio
and exhibition space rental. The gallery also offers a variety
of live-drawing classes, workshops and screenings. The
management team is professional and laidback, sharing a
vision to generate bridges and connect local and emerging
creative talent.
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The new year will see various upcoming projects for the
gallery so drop by today to check out some amazing talent
and stay tuned for upcoming events, shows and future
collaborations.
For gallery hours and other information, please check out their
website at www.416gallery.com.
Advertisement

Adornments on Queen
Affordable elegance

338 Queen St. E @Parliament

Fine furnishings
Decorative Accessories
Gift Boutique/Parfumerie
Selected Artisanry
Steeped and Infused Tea Bar
info@adornmentsonqueen.com
www.adornmentsonqueen.com
416 955 4791 Tu-Fr 11-7, S-S to 5

still underway. This has been an issue for the residents of old
Sumach with work currently proceeding on the east side of
the street, including track-laying. We are all happy that the
work is complete and Sumach/Cherry streets from King to the
Lakeshore are open – for the time-being! Of course, it will all
close again for the PanAm Games and we will report on the
details when they have been finalized. That will be roughly
July and August next year, 2015. There will also be no streetcar
service on Cherry Street until after the games.
The King Street portion of the Queen Street bridge over the
Don River continues to present structural headaches. Without
going into detail, the current announced re-opening of the
King Street portion is early 2015 but we suspect that approvals
from different levels of government and concerns to make sure
it is safe will delay even further. Watch this space!!
Join the CRBA’s Development Committee
Development is a busy and crucial part of the CRBA’s work.
If you have an interest in development or some related
expertise to volunteer, we encourage you to join us. There is
no requirement for a large amount of time commitment - all
help is welcome. The more people who lend a hand, the more
issues we can pursue and the greater our positive impact on
the development of Corktown can be.

What’s up in Corktown?
The Corktown Residents & Business Association is a notfor-profit and non-commercial volunteer neighbourhood
organization. We follow the latest developments in
Corktown on a wide range of topics and serve as a liaison
between Corktown, the City and other key organizations.
The CRBA is an inclusive organization open to all local
residents and businesses. Join us and add your voice to the
community discussion!
Learn more: www.corktown.ca
email: info@corktown.ca
Facebook: CorktownTO
Twitter: @CorktownTO

Next Corktown meetings!

January 6th, February 3rd
Join your neighbours at 7PM on the first Tuesday of most months to
find out what’s happening. Check www.corktown.ca for location,
agendas and other details. January 6th we meet at the Little Trinity
Church Annex, 403 King St. East, 2nd Floor meeting room.

Advertisement



CORKTOWN
CLEANERS




(FORMERLY PLATIS CLEANERS)



-ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CLEANING PROCESS
-SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
-GENTLE CARE FOR YOUR SENSITIVE ITEMS
-SPOT REMOVAL

-HOUSEHOLD ITEMS(DUVETS,CURTAINS,
PILLOW SHAMS ETC)
-LEATHER AND SUEDE
-REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS

PET FRIENDLY!
569 KING ST.EAST, TORONTO M5A 1M5
416-368-9800
corktowncleaners@gmail.com
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:45AM-7:30PM, SATURDAY 9AM-6PM, SUNDAY 12PM-4PM
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“ DAMN, YOU’RE LOOKING
GOOD THESE DAYS. ”
- MATTHEW STONE
“ CORKTOWN IS LIKE THAT MOVIE WHERE
STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK…
BUT LIKE FROM 100 YEARS AGO. ”
- ESTELLE BLAHUT

“ I TOLD YOU, IT’S GOING TO BE AMAZING...
MINUS THE CONSTRUCTION DUST (FOR NOW). ”
- SOCRATES APALLAS

CORKTOWN.
YOU’VE CHANGED.
[ and people are talking ]

“ YOU LOOK DIFFERENT. IN A GOOD WAY. ”
- ROBERT DAVIES
“ CORKTOWN ALSO STARTED FROM THE BOTTOM,
UNFORTUNATELY DRAKE DID NOT WRITE
A SONG ABOUT IT. ”
- CHRISTINA DELIGIANNIS
“ CORKTOWN IS LIKE THAT AWKWARD KID FROM HIGH
SCHOOL WHO IS SUDDENLY SUPER COOL . ”
- ERIN KOUVERTARIS

CHANGE IS GOOD. FIND FRESH LOCAL REALTORS AT QUEEN & SUMACH
Socrates Apallas

Estelle Blahut

Matthew Stone

Christina Deligiannis

Local Residential + Commercial Realtors | 416.389.0505 LivingToronto.ca
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The Good and the Bad

POPPED
Corktown may need to be
renamed CaffeineTown
with its abundance of
coffee shops, catering to
all coffee tastes. Joining our longtime
faves Redline Coffee and Keeffaa Coffee
near Queen & Parliament and Savoury
Grounds at Queen & Sumach, we now
have the delightful Tandem Coffee
at King & Trinity. At the east end of
Corktown, there’s a fancy Tim Hortons
Coffee House in the new TCHC seniors’
building at King and Lower River. And
Odin café (powered by Thor!) across
the street opening soon. Let’s not forget
Morning Glory, Gilead Café, several
delicious options in the Distillery
District (Caffe Furbo, Balzac’s), and...
who else are we missing for coffee out?
For coffee at home, we have Sparkplug
Coffee, owned by your CRBA president,
sending fresh roasted coffee from
Corktown to kitchens across Canada.
No need to make that oh-so-long trek
outside Corktown F’Coffee now!
What’s the hold up? Why
are we still waiting for
the western portion of
Underpass Park to open?
And Old Eastern Avenue – the section
of Eastern that goes from Sumach to
Lawren Harris Square – when will we
get to walk, cycle and drive on ALL
of it? We know it’ll close during the
PanAm Games but that’s still months
away! It could be a huge benefit for
locals to get around right now! We’re
happy that Cherry Street is finally open
all the way between Eastern and the
rail tracks. Now we just need the roads
painted around Sumach and King in a
way that makes sense. It’s kinda crazy
right now with bike lanes that end in
the middle of the block and pavement
markings that lead cars into oncoming
traffic. Yikes!

At least some of the
construction and roadwork
around Corktown is getting
done. The watermain
construction on River Street that
has slowed traffic and caused huge
frustrations getting in & out of
Corktown is finally over and River
Street is fully open. Phew! It must
be such a relief to the residents and
businesses along River. Short-lived
relief, though, as construction along
River St. will go on for several more
years due to the building of the new
Regent Park residences and Athletic
Grounds. At least we’ll have the
amazing new sports fields to look
forward to.
The Dominion on Queen is
getting spiffed up. About
time, many of us would
say. Although we think it
is the right thing for the Dominion to
renovate and we look forward to its
next incarnation, we are sad to lose the
only real tavern and live music venue in
the area. The restaurants, wine bars and
beer halls in the Distillery have some
great patios and food but are not what
we’d call cozy neighbourhood pubs.
Mostly, the live music will be missed.
Where is the Uke Jam going to end up?
Will the Django Jam have a place to get
together? Not that we’re totally selfabsorbed, but what’s the CRBA going to
do for monthly meetings and Corktown
Christmas party? The CRBA will figure
that out. And it looks like the spouse
and I will be using a lot more TTC
tokens to head over to the way west
side of Queen (the Horseshoe, the Rex,
Cameron House, etc.) for our tavern and
live music fixes.

Enhancing
Our Public
Spaces
By Councillor Pam McConnell

As Corktown experiences growth
and welcomes in new residents, our
public spaces are undergoing exciting
improvements to meet increased demands.
New parks, such as Corktown
Common, and Underpass Park which
is transforming orphaned spaces, are
providing exciting new venues for
residents to play and relax.
Several of our current parks are in need
of rejuvenation. Local developments
have provided parks levies for capital
improvements to Corktown Parks.
The process started with a community
inventory of existing parks and uses.
It concluded that the neighbourhood
needed a comprehensive Master Plan to
show what improvements are needed,
how to rationalize and compliment
different uses, and how to strengthen
the connections between them as a
network.
This summer, the City hired a consultant
to assemble the Master Plan and generate
design concepts for each of our parks.
Once the Master Plan is completed at the
end of this year, designs will be created
for the parks.
As these designs are finalized, through
2015 and 2016, the plans will be
reviewed in public consultations.
Quick improvements to Bright Street
playground and Orphans’ Green offleash area will begin this fall.
This collaborative process will help
bring out the best in our treasured
community green spaces.
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Richmond/Adelaide overpass
getting Shalak Attacked
Ever since moving to Corktown, I have
thought that the overpass columns
where Richmond and Adelaide cross
King Street would make great canvases
for murals. Then last year, utility boxes
in the area started getting artistic
treatments like the one at Queen St East
at Sumach by graffiti artist Elicser. This
got me interested in StreetARToronto
(StART). StART is the City of Toronto’s
program to develop, support, promote
and increase awareness of street art.
StART originated out of the City’s
graffiti management plan and is
currently administered by the Public
Realm Section of the Transportation
Services Division at the City of Toronto.
In January, StART had an information
session at the Drake Hotel for artists
interested in participating in these
programs. I am no artist, but thought I
would drop by, pictures of the overpass
site in tow, to see if I could get any advice
on how to go about getting murals
painted on these piers. Perfect timing!
It turns out StART was in the midst of
developing an underpass program.
In April, StART put out a call for artists
interested in participating in their

underpass program. And in June, the
CRBA got the call that StART was
shortlisting artists for the Richmond/
Adelaide overpass. The neighborhood
was asked to help guide the proposals
from the shortlisted artists. We asked
to prioritize factors such as creative
use of shape and contexts, brightening
the surrounding and paying homage to
history. Since the area had already been
“claimed” by tagging (being graffitied), it
was important that the style of imagery
would discourage future taggers.

Three artists were short listed and
they provided proposals that were put
on display at Tandem Coffee on King
Street as well as on the CRBA website
and Facebook page. The reaction was
better than what the people at StART are
accustomed to, with far more comments
and public involvement than most other
projects receive.
The selection committee was made
up of representatives from StART,
the Councillor’s office and me,
representing the CRBA and Corktown
neighbourhood. We spent a morning
deliberating and in the end selected the
submission by ShALaK aTtAcK. This
submission received the most positive
feedback from the community and was
also the only one to receive any negative
feedback. I can’t help but think that this
is a sign of good art.
The imagery is that of four faces on the
sides of the pillars facing the street with
related modern and historical imagery
on the back and sides. The intent is for
the imagery on the front to be seen and
appreciated quickly, for instance from
vehicles passing by, and to give pedestrians
a richer experience with greater detail to be
discovered on all four sides of the pillars.
continued on page 6
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REAL ESTATE

by Larry Webb

The CRBA’s Development
Committee’s activities
have stepped up in the
past 6 months and much
is happening in our
community. Here are
some highlights.
King Street East Commercial
The King Street retail and commercial
improvement continues slowly but
steadily. West of Sumach, after an
interminable construction period,
italinteriors commercial showroom is
finally occupied and open at 445 King
Street East. The building is great, the
interior disappointing and bland –
maybe that will change with time.
Almost across the street where Trinity
joins King, Tandem Coffee opened at
368 King East with much welcomed
offerings – good coffee and sweet
treats. Owners Eugene and Michie are
delightful and we wish them well.
We previously reported the plans for 501
King E., formerly Lenscape photography.
It has been bought by the same owner
as Gusto 101 on Portland Street and is
to become a similarly-themed Italian
eatery called Gusto 501. Now that the
Gusto team have received Committee of
Adjustment approval, they can finalize
their plans, apply for building permits
and be underway. We expect them to be
open about a year from now, though that
is not confirmed.
On Corktown’s western edge, the largescale commercial-only redevelopment
just west of Berkeley is under
construction and will be the future
home of the Globe & Mail as well as the

head office for developer First Gulf who
through their Great Gulf arm have a
huge presence downtown.
East of Sumach, the Streetcar condo
buildings are still struggling with their
ground level commercial spaces. We
are pleased to see there is some activity
here, finally. At 569 King East, there
is one small storefront still empty
with a Hilti industrial fastener outlet
serving the construction industry, King
Street Realty, and the newly renamed
Corktown Cleaners occupying the other
spaces. At 510 King East, we already
have the Healthy Road health food store
and a dentist office open. The Odin Hus
Restaurant construction at the east
corner is underway. Subway signed their
lease and opened in record time. And the
last space at 510 King is said to be leased,
though no tenant name is known as yet.
Residential occupancy has started at
the seniors’ building opposite 510 King
at 589 King and in its north-east corner,
Tim Hortons is now open for business.
We hear a pharmacy and medical clinic
will occupy the rest of the retail space
there.
The ground floor of the River City Phase
1 building is currently their sales office
for River City Phase 3 – we don’t yet
know what their plans are for that space
after that.
Queen Street East Commercial
The commercial revival of Queen Street
was very strong in 2012 but has slowed.
There have been quite a few changes
as new retailers came and went after
relatively short stays. We hope that
the retail will stabilize in the next year
or two until the area will receive the
benefit of added residents from two
planned developments mentioned
below.
continued on page 4

Real estate classifieds are brought you by
local Realtor Socrates Apallas. Get the
scoop and call for real-time info. *
Resale properties
WANT TO SELL? Find out what your home is
worth. Call Socrates Today @ 647.206.4408
Corktown District Lofts: resale. 510, 549,
569 king st & 52 sumach st. Jr.1 beds start
@ $270s . 2 beds start @ $440s. polished
concrete, gym + rooftop lounge. a+ views!
90 Trinity Street: resale. streetcar built
boutique lofts. Jr.1 beds start @ $270.
2 beds start @ $430s. eastern & parliament
90 Sumach Street: resale. large warehouse
conversions 1000+ sq.ft. start @ $550s.
high ceilings. stunning. queen & sumach
Victorian Townhome: rarely available in
Corktown. If you are looking for a resale
home with character contact socrates @
647.206.0448 to be alerted first.
426 Queen Street @ sackville. authentic
post and beam lofts start from 290s. great
value. few available per year.
HIRE LOCAL: are you looking to buy real
estate? we can help. let’s chat 647.206.4408
PreConstruction Projects
RiverCity Phase 3: it’s here. vip pricing
and floorplans are available. to make sure
get on future vip lists, call socrates.
Rental Lofts & Apartments
Attn Renters: corktown has changed. it’s
time to invest. find out what your options
are. contact us today for a chat.
RIVERCITY RENTALS: trendy high-end suites
available for lease. Jr 1 bedrooms start @
1300/mth. 2 bedrooms start @ 2200/mth.
call for details 647.206.4408
Commercial Units for Sale & Lease
Retail/Office/Live/Work: unique spaces
popping up around the area. many options
not available on mls. ask for details.

Socrates Apallas, Broker
Real Estate Homeward Brokerage
647.206.4408
*prices and availability subject to change. Not intended to
solicit properties or people already under contract.
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New Developments
Three new development applications
are at early stages of progress through
the City’s Planning process. Great Gulf
has its application for redevelopment of
the old Sing Tao site at 48 Power Street,
on the north side of Adelaide between
Power and Parliament. That application
has slowed as the developer reviews
some options. We expect it to come to a
Community public meeting some time
in 2015. It will include at-grade retail on
Parliament, Adelaide and Power Streets
and should be a boost for the area with
added residents. The exact size is in flux
at the moment but we expect it to be
large though not massive.
A new application was received and a
public meeting already held for the site
at 112-124 Parliament which stretches
all the way to 93/95 Berkeley Street.
It is an innovative concept which
also has a small amount of retail on
Parliament as well as preserving the
entire heritage property on Berkeley.

Plans for a walkway between Parliament
and Berkeley and some mews-style
townhouses in addition to the condos on
Parliament should make an interesting
addition to the area.
An application for a large-scale
development at 7 Labatt Street has been
received by the City but will likely
require a lot of work before it is approved.
It includes the present Salvation Army
building and we understand that space
for Sally Ann will be incorporated into
the new development.
These three developments will all
generate some funds which will be used
to benefit the area, details of which have
not yet been worked out. The CRBA
Development Committee is involved
in all three applications and will work
to maximize those benefits to the
immediate area.
Along Lower River Street, River City
Phase 1 is basically fully occupied and
Advertisement
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Phase 2 construction is well advanced
with the structure complete and exterior
cladding well-advanced. Occupancy is
currently expected in summer 2015. The
exciting and dramatic Phase 3 of River
City was launched in early summer and
the sales have been strong, so we might
expect to see a construction start in 2015
with occupancy currently expected by
late 2017.
West Don Lands/PanAm Athletes
Village
Work is proceeding energetically, with
most exterior works complete and work
proceeding now on the public realm it’s exciting for all of us. And of course,
we all continue to enjoy, in ever greater
numbers, the wonderful new Corktown
Common.
Roadwork
Related to the developments in the West
Don Lands, the TTC and roadwork on
Sumach between Eastern and King is
continued on page 9

eco|stems blooms here
by Alex Bartlett

This summer, your Corktowner
representative spoke to eco|stems, an
established boutique flower shop.
Eco|stems is very ecologically minded
and recently relocated into Corktown to
a heritage storefront at 364A King Street
East. We were attracted by the diverse
and constantly changing storefront
floral displays that are especially well
lit at night, creating a wonderful visual
gem for pedestrians and residents day
and night along this stretch of King East.
Within a few minutes inside the shop
it is apparent that they truly provide an
innovative and very ecologically minded
approach to creating these wonderful
floral arrangements for both permanent
and temporary decorations.
Here is the summary of our conversation
with Joseph Delarge, the owner and
creative director at eco|stems:
Q: How long have you been at this space
on King Street East and did you re-locate from somewhere else in Toronto?
A: eco|stems moved from our Queen
Street East location to King Street in
October 2012. It’s been great to have
all this extra space in such a great
neighbourhood. eco|stems celebrated 5
years in business this past May!
Q: Why did you choose this part of
Corktown and what was the building
like (former use/condition) when you
obtained it?
A: I chose this part of Corktown for
eco|stems because it has the right
look, with its black storefronts and
very old buildings. Proximity to the
Distillery District, St. Lawrence Market
neighbourhoods and The PanAm Games
Village and all of the renewal it brings
were other reasons. I also didn’t want to
stray too far from the first location.

Greetings
from
Inglenook

by Rob Rennick, Inglenook Community
School’s Curriculum Leader

Hello parents, students,
and neighbours.
Q: How has the neighbourhood met
your expectations so far?
A: Corktown is a great place to be a
florist! It has exceeded my expectations.
There’s always so much going on and so
many people, friendly locals and tourists
from all over the world! I’m excited for
what the next few years have to bring.
Q: Has your business been affected by
the prolonged and unexpected closure
of the King Streetcar along this section
of King Street?
A: It’s been so long since the King car has
gone past I’ve forgotten about it. Luckily
most of our customers come on foot or
call in their orders, we’re not as beholden
to the streetcars as other businesses may
be. Looking at their website the TTC is
now saying it won’t be open until end of
November 2014. That’s almost a full year
of closure!
Q: What do you think Corktown will
be like 5 years from now?
A: Corktown will still have its small
town feeling with all of the heritage
buildings but I’d expect many more
residents and businesses moving
into all of the new buildings under
construction. It’s certainly an exciting
time for Corktown! We’re looking
forward to the next five years!

I’m happy to mark the start of Inglenook
Community School’s 41st school year
here in Corktown. For those of you
who aren’t familiar with our school,
we are a liberal arts high school with
about 90 students. We are part of the
Toronto District School Board, and we
were one of the first alternative schools
promoting diversity, small school
learning, community and social action.
Our co-op and outreach program
continue this year, and we are looking
for businesses to host students. Note for
artists - our gallery is able to host art
shows!
I know that our students will continue
working hard this year, Inglenook is a
very talented school! Some of our grads
include Kevin Hearn of the Barenaked
Ladies, Jaymz Bee, radio host at Jazz
FM, and Patrick Gillet of Down with
Webster.
As a final note to community members, I
really encourage you to visit our school.
There is a lot of history on our site, the
beautiful 1887 building, the Thornton
and Lucie Blackburn Underground
Railroad memorial, the site of the first
female principal in Ontario, and even a
ghost!
Here’s wishing a safe and successful
school year for all of our students.
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I spoke to Shalak to get her take on the project and what
excites her about it.
She described how the pillars are an interesting shape and she
tried to work with the physical aspects of the site. She told me
how “the faces are a personification of history and the future”
noting how “humans feel very drawn in to portraits”. The
faces “grab attention but (the rest of this image) also makes
it deeper”. She spoke of how there was “a lot of raw material
to work with” in the area and “there is a huge story to tell for
Toronto, Ontario and Canada”.
Shalak is Canadian-born yet describes herself as globallyoriented. She’s done a lot of work in Latin America, Africa and
Middle East. She recently arrived in Toronto, via Montreal and
São Paulo Brazil. She tells me “I am overwhelmed by the amazing
opportunities that the City of Toronto has brought me”.
Corktowners were able to meet and congratulate Shalak and
her partners, husband Bruno Smoky and sister Fiya, at the
official unveiling of the murals in October.

Photo courtesy Sketch

SKETCHy New King East & Sackville Mural
Brought to you by SKETCH, the new work at King East &
Sackville was created by Z’otz* Collective. Z’otz (the Mayan
word for “bat”) is a Toronto based artistic group made up of
Nahúm Flores, Erik Jerezano, and Ilyana Martínez. SKETCH
is a community arts development initiative engaging young
people aged 16-29 who are homeless or otherwise on the
margins. The project was funded in part by StreetARToronto
as part of Pan Am 2015 legacy projects.
The Z’otz* Collective artists came out to the Corktown BBQ in
July to present their mural ideas and meet Corktowners. They
enthusiastically took over the face painting station which was
a fun contribution to the party.
A special thanks goes to George Forbes and Forbes Broadcast at
489 King Street East for allowing the use of their wall.
The Corktowner 6

Build Higher! An argument for more
over less... opinion piece
by Larry Webb

I was born and raised in
a city - London, England
– which was a very
different place back then,
but was still a big city.
It’s in my blood, city living. While I
love the country, its smells, sights, and
sounds, its bucolic charms and low
background noise releasing the sounds
of wildlife, I’m still a city “boy”.
I would even say that I don’t take
advantage of all the activities that are
available to me in the city; that isn’t
necessarily what keeps me a citydweller. I go listen to jazz as one of my
few regular city activities; I eat out
occasionally, but not at foodie places
usually; I go to the theatre and art
galleries on occasion; never to the opera
or ballet.
I say all this as the all-important context,
the glue which gives relevance and
meaning to all information. It is, after
all, one of the fundamentals of my
work as a project manager. And what
has any of this to do with the height of
buildings? Everything!
Cities, by definition, are aggregations of
people; they are defined by and are all
about people, usually in large numbers.
Like them or not, that’s what they are.
And so in very simple terms, there is a
continuum of physical form with low
height and large expanse at one end
and great height and small footprint at
the other. Different cities around the
globe and through the ages have been at
different points on that continuum. All

have within them various areas which
are at different points on the continuum.
The typical north-American city has
a core at the high and dense end and
suburbs at the low height and density
end; elsewhere this is not always the
case.
I live in Toronto so let’s take this
great city as our template. In our case,
we live in a country which is pretty
much dependent on immigration as
a supplement to our own birth rate;
currently our birth rate is approximately
zero and so population growth is almost
exclusively from immigration; but
whatever the relationship between
those two, we do experience population
growth and most of it, from both
sources, is in Toronto.
The statistics support all this but what
does it all mean? For those of us who
live in cities, we have two alternatives,
and one of them isn’t fewer people. We
are bound to be blessed with more and
more neighbours. Like it or not, that’s
the reality and complaining about it
isn’t going to effect any change! To say
nothing of the prejudices which such
complaints could mask.
In the urban settings, with a
finite amount of land available for
development, if we value open space
at all we have to relax on and embrace
height in our buildings. The only
alternative is less height with greater
building footprints and less open space.
The more height, the greater are the
options on the ground plane - better
building design, more imaginative
public realm, more open space, better
experience on sidewalks and so on.

factor in increased density. But I see that
as a problem to be managed rather than
a reason not to do the right thing.
There is, in fact, the opportunity
through greater development to generate
the funds which will be required to
upgrade the below-grade services.
Whether we develop or not, those
services are aging and in many cases are
approaching their end-of-life. They will
require fixing sooner rather than later.
The expected cost of same is staggering we need help in that regard!

In suburban settings, where
land is available, we can
resist height in buildings but
that only generates sprawl.
And with sprawl comes a whole raft
of negative outcomes: more roads,
more sanitary sewers, larger roof areas
affecting runoff and storm sewers, loss
of agricultural and “natural” land.
I will highlight one other impact area
because it is so often heard these days,
and that is transit. We will never get
the transit we need without higher
density development – the numbers
will never work. We will keep building
to suit the automobile and so will
keep perpetuating the issues which
will guarantee the continuation of the
complaints which are on so many lips,
private and public.
That’s part of my argument for building
heights. As expressed here, the case is
pretty clear. But there is always room for
debate and I welcome it.

Clearly, the capacity of existing sewer
and water main infrastructure is a major
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Doors open at 416 Gallery
by Lexi Anderson

Toronto’s newest contemporary art gallery opened its doors in the heart of
Corktown last September.

Opening night definitely brought youth and excitement to Corktown.

Founded by abstract artist and curator Jimmy Chiale, 416
Gallery is a manifestation of Toronto’s emerging creative
voice and a lively platform to inspire and connect likeminded artists through a series of collective shows and
miscellaneous cultural event productions. Alongside the
gallery, founder Jimmy Chiale has also launched the brandnew 416 collective, a group of 50 vibrant artists that represent
the energetic and multicultural local talent that the city has
to offer.
416 Gallery -located on 404 Queen St East- not only provides
unique opportunities for local artists looking to showcase
and sell their work through group shows, commissions and
charity events but the venue is also up for grabs as a studio
and exhibition space rental. The gallery also offers a variety
of live-drawing classes, workshops and screenings. The
management team is professional and laidback, sharing a
vision to generate bridges and connect local and emerging
creative talent.
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The new year will see various upcoming projects for the
gallery so drop by today to check out some amazing talent
and stay tuned for upcoming events, shows and future
collaborations.
For gallery hours and other information, please check out their
website at www.416gallery.com.
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Adornments on Queen
Affordable elegance

338 Queen St. E @Parliament

Fine furnishings
Decorative Accessories
Gift Boutique/Parfumerie
Selected Artisanry
Steeped and Infused Tea Bar
info@adornmentsonqueen.com
www.adornmentsonqueen.com
416 955 4791 Tu-Fr 11-7, S-S to 5

still underway. This has been an issue for the residents of old
Sumach with work currently proceeding on the east side of
the street, including track-laying. We are all happy that the
work is complete and Sumach/Cherry streets from King to the
Lakeshore are open – for the time-being! Of course, it will all
close again for the PanAm Games and we will report on the
details when they have been finalized. That will be roughly
July and August next year, 2015. There will also be no streetcar
service on Cherry Street until after the games.
The King Street portion of the Queen Street bridge over the
Don River continues to present structural headaches. Without
going into detail, the current announced re-opening of the
King Street portion is early 2015 but we suspect that approvals
from different levels of government and concerns to make sure
it is safe will delay even further. Watch this space!!
Join the CRBA’s Development Committee
Development is a busy and crucial part of the CRBA’s work.
If you have an interest in development or some related
expertise to volunteer, we encourage you to join us. There is
no requirement for a large amount of time commitment - all
help is welcome. The more people who lend a hand, the more
issues we can pursue and the greater our positive impact on
the development of Corktown can be.

What’s up in Corktown?
The Corktown Residents & Business Association is a notfor-profit and non-commercial volunteer neighbourhood
organization. We follow the latest developments in
Corktown on a wide range of topics and serve as a liaison
between Corktown, the City and other key organizations.
The CRBA is an inclusive organization open to all local
residents and businesses. Join us and add your voice to the
community discussion!
Learn more: www.corktown.ca
email: info@corktown.ca
Facebook: CorktownTO
Twitter: @CorktownTO

Next Corktown meetings!

January 6th, February 3rd
Join your neighbours at 7PM on the first Tuesday of most months to
find out what’s happening. Check www.corktown.ca for location,
agendas and other details. January 6th we meet at the Little Trinity
Church Annex, 403 King St. East, 2nd Floor meeting room.
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CORKTOWN
CLEANERS




(FORMERLY PLATIS CLEANERS)



-ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CLEANING PROCESS
-SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
-GENTLE CARE FOR YOUR SENSITIVE ITEMS
-SPOT REMOVAL

-HOUSEHOLD ITEMS(DUVETS,CURTAINS,
PILLOW SHAMS ETC)
-LEATHER AND SUEDE
-REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS

PET FRIENDLY!
569 KING ST.EAST, TORONTO M5A 1M5
416-368-9800
corktowncleaners@gmail.com
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:45AM-7:30PM, SATURDAY 9AM-6PM, SUNDAY 12PM-4PM

The Corktowner 9

Advertisement

“ DAMN, YOU’RE LOOKING
GOOD THESE DAYS. ”
- MATTHEW STONE
“ CORKTOWN IS LIKE THAT MOVIE WHERE
STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK…
BUT LIKE FROM 100 YEARS AGO. ”
- ESTELLE BLAHUT

“ I TOLD YOU, IT’S GOING TO BE AMAZING...
MINUS THE CONSTRUCTION DUST (FOR NOW). ”
- SOCRATES APALLAS

CORKTOWN.
YOU’VE CHANGED.
[ and people are talking ]

“ YOU LOOK DIFFERENT. IN A GOOD WAY. ”
- ROBERT DAVIES
“ CORKTOWN ALSO STARTED FROM THE BOTTOM,
UNFORTUNATELY DRAKE DID NOT WRITE
A SONG ABOUT IT. ”
- CHRISTINA DELIGIANNIS
“ CORKTOWN IS LIKE THAT AWKWARD KID FROM HIGH
SCHOOL WHO IS SUDDENLY SUPER COOL . ”
- ERIN KOUVERTARIS

CHANGE IS GOOD. FIND FRESH LOCAL REALTORS AT QUEEN & SUMACH
Socrates Apallas

Estelle Blahut

Matthew Stone

Christina Deligiannis

Local Residential + Commercial Realtors | 416.389.0505 LivingToronto.ca
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The Good and the Bad

POPPED
Corktown may need to be
renamed CaffeineTown
with its abundance of
coffee shops, catering to
all coffee tastes. Joining our longtime
faves Redline Coffee and Keeffaa Coffee
near Queen & Parliament and Savoury
Grounds at Queen & Sumach, we now
have the delightful Tandem Coffee
at King & Trinity. At the east end of
Corktown, there’s a fancy Tim Hortons
Coffee House in the new TCHC seniors’
building at King and Lower River. And
Odin café (powered by Thor!) across
the street opening soon. Let’s not forget
Morning Glory, Gilead Café, several
delicious options in the Distillery
District (Caffe Furbo, Balzac’s), and...
who else are we missing for coffee out?
For coffee at home, we have Sparkplug
Coffee, owned by your CRBA president,
sending fresh roasted coffee from
Corktown to kitchens across Canada.
No need to make that oh-so-long trek
outside Corktown F’Coffee now!
What’s the hold up? Why
are we still waiting for
the western portion of
Underpass Park to open?
And Old Eastern Avenue – the section
of Eastern that goes from Sumach to
Lawren Harris Square – when will we
get to walk, cycle and drive on ALL
of it? We know it’ll close during the
PanAm Games but that’s still months
away! It could be a huge benefit for
locals to get around right now! We’re
happy that Cherry Street is finally open
all the way between Eastern and the
rail tracks. Now we just need the roads
painted around Sumach and King in a
way that makes sense. It’s kinda crazy
right now with bike lanes that end in
the middle of the block and pavement
markings that lead cars into oncoming
traffic. Yikes!

At least some of the
construction and roadwork
around Corktown is getting
done. The watermain
construction on River Street that
has slowed traffic and caused huge
frustrations getting in & out of
Corktown is finally over and River
Street is fully open. Phew! It must
be such a relief to the residents and
businesses along River. Short-lived
relief, though, as construction along
River St. will go on for several more
years due to the building of the new
Regent Park residences and Athletic
Grounds. At least we’ll have the
amazing new sports fields to look
forward to.
The Dominion on Queen is
getting spiffed up. About
time, many of us would
say. Although we think it
is the right thing for the Dominion to
renovate and we look forward to its
next incarnation, we are sad to lose the
only real tavern and live music venue in
the area. The restaurants, wine bars and
beer halls in the Distillery have some
great patios and food but are not what
we’d call cozy neighbourhood pubs.
Mostly, the live music will be missed.
Where is the Uke Jam going to end up?
Will the Django Jam have a place to get
together? Not that we’re totally selfabsorbed, but what’s the CRBA going to
do for monthly meetings and Corktown
Christmas party? The CRBA will figure
that out. And it looks like the spouse
and I will be using a lot more TTC
tokens to head over to the way west
side of Queen (the Horseshoe, the Rex,
Cameron House, etc.) for our tavern and
live music fixes.

Enhancing
Our Public
Spaces
By Councillor Pam McConnell

As Corktown experiences growth
and welcomes in new residents, our
public spaces are undergoing exciting
improvements to meet increased demands.
New parks, such as Corktown
Common, and Underpass Park which
is transforming orphaned spaces, are
providing exciting new venues for
residents to play and relax.
Several of our current parks are in need
of rejuvenation. Local developments
have provided parks levies for capital
improvements to Corktown Parks.
The process started with a community
inventory of existing parks and uses.
It concluded that the neighbourhood
needed a comprehensive Master Plan to
show what improvements are needed,
how to rationalize and compliment
different uses, and how to strengthen
the connections between them as a
network.
This summer, the City hired a consultant
to assemble the Master Plan and generate
design concepts for each of our parks.
Once the Master Plan is completed at the
end of this year, designs will be created
for the parks.
As these designs are finalized, through
2015 and 2016, the plans will be
reviewed in public consultations.
Quick improvements to Bright Street
playground and Orphans’ Green offleash area will begin this fall.
This collaborative process will help
bring out the best in our treasured
community green spaces.
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