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Regent Park
By Lee Fay

Illustration used with permission from Toronto Community Housing

Proposed Regent Park Athletics Ground

Toronto Community Housing has proposed some exciting changes to the remaining
phases of the Regent Park Revitalization – notably the upcoming Phase 3. As the
area’s neighbours to the south, Corktowners may also have reason to look forward
to some of the latest developments.
continued on page 2
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check corktown.ca for details

July 02, 2013

check corktown.ca for details
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The proposed Phase 3 (of five) – set to
begin demolition in spring 2014 – will
incorporate more land than in the
original plan for. It will also include more
condo units, some taller buildings and a
large multi-use park and sports field.
Why the change of plans? “Since 2005
(when the original plans were approved)
the city has changed a lot,” explains Tom
Burr, Toronto Community Housing’s
Director of Development for Regent Park
Revitalization. “More people want to live
downtown and we are responding to a
strong demand for an athletic facility
and more recreational space.”
Adding condos and building higher
The proposed answer to the housing
demand is to add more units through
additional buildings and making some
of those in the already existing plans
higher, all while maintaining a mix
of townhouse, mid-rise and high-rise.
For Phase 3, this means two additional
88 metre (about 27-storey) towers on
Dundas St. E. and adding about 20
metres of height to two already-approved
buildings. These potential changes
would also add more commercial space
on Dundas and Parliament streets.
The proposal includes replacing the
building at 14 Blevins with a 60 metre
(about 18-storey) tower. The Blevins site
is the only height change that borders
Corktown, on the north side of Shuter.
The Phase 3 Context
Plan notes

that “the southern corner of the [Blevins]
property is a great opportunity to create
space for urban agriculture.”
The residential changes would increase
the number of housing units in Regent
Park from 5,400 to about 7,500, with all
additional units being condominiums;
the number of social housing units is
to remain as stated in the original plan.
As per the proposal, the housing-type
ratio will be 75% condos and 25% social
housing, as opposed to 60% and 40%
in the original plan. Pre-revitalization,
100% (2,083 units) of Regent Park’s
housing was rent-geared-to-income.
“The plan of revitalization is creating
a modern integrated neighbourhood,
unlike the old Regent Park which had
the clear appearance of municipal
housing,” says Mr. Burr.
Corktowners will also be interested to
learn that Block 23 – a component of
Phase 2 at Shuter and Sackville has just
been confirmed to be condominiums as
opposed to public housing.
Unique athletic grounds
Perhaps the most exciting proposed
change for area residents is the
consolidation of what was originally
planned as two small parkettes into one
larger area – the Regent Park Athletic
Grounds. This consolidation would
increase the parkland dedicated to the
city by 0.98 hectares and allow a street
realignment for a more logical
grid-like configuration.

The Regent Park Athletic Grounds would
be built on the Corktown border in the
north-east corner of Shuter and Sumach
streets and is proposed to include:
»» improvements to the existing
Regent Park South Ice Rink
»» a field for soccer and cricket
»» a basketball court
»» park space
»» a children’s playground
»» community gardens
While the city waits for approval for the
Regent Park Athletic Grounds, Maple
Leaf Sports and Entertainment’s Team Up
Foundation has pledged their support to
this community-building project with a
significant funding contribution.
According to the Phase 3 Plan: “this area
will become a destination spot for many
residents as well as visitors to the Regent
Park neighbourhood. Sports enthusiasts,
residents with children, community
garden users and passersby will come
together to enjoy various activities and
celebrate Regent Park’s heritage.”
Additional Phase 3 Changes
The potential for more residents, plus
visitors to the Athletic Centre meant
Phase 3 needed to plan for an increase
in traffic. To accommodate this, Phase 3
plans include changes to traffic signals,
tweaks to TTC scheduling, signed cycling
routes to provide better connections
beyond Regent Park and the addition of
commercial underground parking.
Plans also call for streets to be lined with
one of seven different varieties of trees;
a total of 290 trees are to be planted and
areas that are directly adjacent to the
Regent Park Athletic Grounds are to be
considered as potential public art sites.

Completed Shape of Regent Park
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You can learn more about the most
recent developments on the Regent Park
Revitalization at toronto.ca/planning/
regentpark.htm or – even better –
attend the upcoming city-hosted public
consultation on the applications: June
10, 2013 from 7-9pm at Daniels Spectrum
(585 Dundas Street East, south side, just
east of Parliament Street).

Theatre in June
By Mary Wentz

For strolling around Corktown on warm summer days, one of
the best places to head for has to be the Distillery!

Then & Now

The Dominion Hotel
By Karyn MacEwen

Starting in the first year of this millennium, these thirteen
acres of what had been, in the 19th and 20th centuries, home to
Gooderham & Worts – the world’s largest distillery – have now
become a centre for arts, culture, entertainment and all round
good-living. It’s one of the must-see attractions for tourists
around the world. Corktowners are suddenly waking up to
find the best of everything is in our neighbourhood!
One of the top attractions at the Distillery is the theatre complex
created in the old Tank House area. The Young Centre for the
Performing Arts, as it’s now called, is home to its resident
company Soulpepper, which, at ten years of age, is regarded as
one of the best classic repertory theatres in the world.
Under Artistic Director, Albert Schultz, Soulpepper presents a
year-round season of the best in Canadian and world theatre.
There are four theatre spaces of varying sizes in the Old Tank
House area. The building and its facilities are shared with
the Theatre Faculty of the George Brown College of Applied
Arts and Technology, so there are constant opportunities for
students to observe and share in all aspects of the work of a
first-class theatre company. It also opens its doors to outside
companies for special presentations, such as Video Cabaret’s
The War of 1812, one of Michael Hollingsworth’s seriously
humorous satires of Canadian history. The War of 1812 was
featured at the Stratford Festival last summer and is at the
Tank House Theatre this year for the entire month of May.

1945

In June, Soulpepper is presenting The Barber of Seville, a
modern adaptation of the singing barber and his philandering
master, Count Almaviva. You’ll also be able to take in the
return engagement of Kim’s Convenience, the smash hit of the
2012 season, set in a Regent Park Korean convenience store.
In July, Soulpepper presents Entertaining Mr. Sloane by Joe
Orton, a black comedy from the 1960’s “angry young men”
movement in England. In addition, in contrast to Orton’s play,
Soulpepper will stage the Dicken’s classic, Great Expectations.
For tickets and additional information: call the Young Centre
Box Office at 416-866-8666, or visit soulpepper.ca
And while you’re wandering around the Distillery, take time
to explore some of the museums, artists’ studios – there are 15
of them! – craft exhibitions, and lots of wonderful restaurants,
often with patios and live music. There’s something for every
taste at the Distillery!
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Corktown
Classifieds
We’ve heard your requests and
are pleased to announce this new
space – the Corkboard Classifieds.
This is a spot for small, inexpensive
advertisements and notices. Just
$15 for a text ad of no more than 150
characters.
How do you get your notice on
the Corkboard? Simple. Just send
your text (no pictures) of up to
150 characters to advertising@
corktown.ca and mention “Corkboard
Classified” in your email. Also send a
cheque, made payable to CRBA, to 351
Queen St. East, PO Box 82522, Toronto,
ON M5A 1T8.
Once we have received payment,
your ad will be printed in the next
issue. If you’d like to run it again,
please resubmit for the next issue.
If you have any questions or would
like more information email
advertising@corktown.ca

Corkboard Classifieds
Keep up with Corktown news – join the
Corktown Residents & Business Association
mailing list! Sign up at Corktown.ca or like us
on Facebook @CorktownTO.
July 7 is Sunday in the Park-Vivacity. Join us
12PM-5PM on Regent Park Blvd, 585 Dundas
Street East for a fun afternoon! For more info
call Regent Park Neighbourhood Initiative
647-775-8145 x 7041
Each month Corktown residents & Realtors
John & Karyn MacEwen lead a neighbourhood
run highlighting history, real estate trends &
must-sees. www.irunrealestate.com/irun
Need professional communications work?
Please visit www.418QE.com/contact and
send us a request. We would be happy to talk
with you.
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Hogtown’s Corktown Roots
Excerpt from Corktown Heritage Study Interim Report by Shelby Blundell, Kevin Cooper,
Nolan Drumm, Victoria Fusz, Jonathan Henderson, Matthew Hillgren, Ryan Labranche,
Rachel Lee, Liam Smythe, Nathan Van Der Walle

Ten students from
Ryerson’s School of Urban
and Regional Planning
recently conducted a study
of Corktown heritage
under the guidance of
Professor Tom Ostler and
initiated by CRBA Board
Member and Architect
Sandra Iskandar.
The study examines our neighbourhood’s
heritage value and options available
for preserving these elements for the
future. Over the next few issues of
the Corktowner, we’ll feature excerpts
from the project’s Interim Report that
highlight our neighbourhood’s rich
history, starting with this piece on
William Davies.
The Corktown Community is thankful
to the Ryerson team for all their hard
work and true interest in the history
of our neighbourhood. Everyone is
welcome to attend the students’ final
community presentation – which will
be announced on Corktown.ca.
William Davies
William Davies, who immigrated to
Toronto from England in 1854, started
processing and selling cured hams
and bacon in the St. Lawrence Market
neighbourhood. In 1875, when he could
purchase the plant he was renting, he
chose Corktown for its expansion location.
The new facility, on the south side of
Front Street at the Don River (West Don

William Davies Company. (Harris History, 2012)

Lands), would soon become the secondlargest pork processing facility in North
America.

It is believed that Davies was
responsible for establishing
the modern Canadian
pork industry and gracing
Toronto with the nickname
“Hogtown.” He also
introduced peameal bacon.
Davies’ company led to the establishment
of the Canadian Board of Agriculture
and was the first Canadian food
producing facility to establish its own
retail and grocery chain with 84 retail
outlets across Ontario by the 1880s.
In 1927 the company merged with
Gunns Limited and Harris Abattoir Co.
and, eventually, the Canada Packers
operations were consolidated and the
abattoirs were relocated to Toronto’s
union stockyards.
The original buildings housing the
William Davies Company on the Don
River were converted to cold storage and
soap works before eventually being sold
off. Since then the entire site has been
demolished and is currently undergoing
development.

Grow Your Own Food

By Kate Minden-Webb and Phillip Collins, owners and operators of Foggy River Farm, located in Uxbridge Ontario. Phillip is also the
Co-founder and Farm Director for Fresh City Farms, an urban farming social enterprise in Toronto.
The locally grown food movement has been a hot topic of
conversation for the past few years in urban areas – let’s face it,
the economic, environmental and social implications of eating
locally are impressive. Plus – it’s fun!

Whether you live in an apartment, condo
or townhouse, it’s easy to create a little food
paradise right in the comfort of your own home.
A small amount of space can go a long way; it
just takes a vision and a little creativity.
There are a few undeniable truths about growing your own
food. There’s the relaxation that comes from caring for your own
plants and the satisfaction in watching them grow from seed to
harvest. There’s an immense gratification from picking what
you planted and grew yourself, and then serving it at a dinner
party to friends and loved ones. There’s a heightened sensation
for your taste buds too, in eating a nutritionally dense crop
versus one that has been grown to survive weeks and miles of
shipping from half a world away and, in the process, never turn
brown. Finally, there’s the beauty of a balcony or patio garden
filled with food of all different colours and textures.
Here are a few tips to get you started:
Space
If you’ve got a counter top, windowsill, patio, balcony or a
backyard, you can grow food. If ground space is limited, think
vertical. Hanging baskets or a trellis makes great use of space.
Pole beans, peas, cucumbers and tomatoes are vegetables that
climb and will quickly fill out your trellis.
Water
Regular watering is essential. During hot spells plants may
even need to be watered twice a day. Take note of whether
your containers are porous or nonporous. Plastic, glass and
glazed ceramic containers are nonporous and hold water much
better. Wood and unglazed ceramic (like terracotta) are porous
and lose moisture more quickly. You can plant in either, but
you’ll need to adjust your watering amount and schedule
accordingly. Ensure any container you use has several
drain holes along the bottom. Never use pots that contained
chemicals previously or are painted with lead-based paint.
Balconies located higher up in buildings are more exposed
to wind and gusty conditions will demand a lot of water to
replenish moisture lost through leaves and pots.

Sunlight
Most vegetables prefer full sun, so position your container
garden in a sunny and south-facing spot. For shady areas
or balconies that face north – spinach, salad mix, kale, and
berries are more shade tolerant. Tomatoes on the other hand,
need at least 6-8 hours of full sun per day.
Containers
Dresser drawers, watering cans, boots, buckets, trash cans, and
wine crates are just a few of the many items that can be used
creatively for a container garden. Be sure to select pots or props
that are large enough for a vegetable plant. Two-gallon pots
are best for salad greens, kale, cabbage, beets, carrots, radishes,
peppers, and beans. A five-gallon container is better for
tomatoes, cauliflower, broccoli, celery, cucumber and eggplant.
If you’re limited in available space, buy some dwarf tomato
varieties that will let you get away with a smaller container.
Variety
It’s easy to stay in your comfort zone with basil and tomatoes,
but don’t forget about all the herbs and edible flowers
(calendula, nasturtium, borage) that spice up dinners and
excite taste buds. Take a risk, they’re easy to grow!

The Evergreen Brickworks offers a variety of a
high quality organic seeds for sale. Experienced
gardeners and vendors are happy to answer
any and all of your questions.
Just remember – even the most experienced farmers don’t have
success with every crop, so be observant, take notes, learn from
your mistakes, and most important of all – have fun doing it!
If you’d like to meet other members of the community
interested in growing their own food, the Toronto Community
Garden Network (www.tcgn.ca) has a list of active spaces
across the city. To get more experience growing your own
food, Fresh City Farms hosts workshops on a variety of topics.
They also run a member-farmer program for people looking
to turn their growing interests into a part-time or full-time
entrepreneurial venture. Visit www.freshcityfarms.com for
more information.
Finally, if you’d like some hands-on food-growing experience,
visit www.foggyriverfarm.com (located in Uxbridge) for more
information.
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Thirty Years in Corktown
Central Import Automotive
By Ingrid Gadsden

In June 2013, Corktown’s Suresh Kapil, (known
to everyone as “Sam”) owner of Central Import
Automotive at 472 King St East, celebrates 30 years of
operation in our neighborhood.
How Sam came to Corktown and built
his business is an impressive example
of entrepreneurial initiative, hard work,
and forward planning that resulted
in his establishing an operation that
is widely considered to be Toronto’s
premiere warranty-approved BMW,
Audi, Volvo, Mercedes, and Porsche
independent service facility.
Sam’s journey began in the Punjab area
of northern India where, as a teenager, he
spent a year servicing North American
imports, such as Chevrolets, Fords, and
Chryslers – and became fascinated
with how cars worked. Mechanics in
India who knew anything about North
American imports were a rarity.

In 1968, Sam’s brother
Ramesh was living in
Toronto. He told Sam about
the many auto-repair
opportunities in the city and
the next year – with Ramesh
as his sponsor – Sam
immigrated.
Sam discovered that Ramesh was right:
there were opportunities galore for
mechanics in Toronto. But first, Sam
needed his mechanic’s certification.
During several years of apprenticeship, he
worked at various service stations around
the city. One of those stations specialized
The Corktowner 6

in imports and that’s where Sam saw an
opportunity. Within a couple of years,
he was promoted to chief mechanic and,
in 1978, he leased a Texaco station at
Jarvis and Shuter and made it his own gas
station and auto-repair outlet. He decided
to concentrate on servicing European
imports only at a time when mechanics
who were knowledgeable about European
cars were a rare find.
The business grew quickly and Sam soon
discovered he needed more working
space. Unsure of how long the Texaco
station would be available, he looked
for an additional shop he could use.
He found the perfect spot at 472 King
East, at the corner of Sumach St., his
current location. The building featured
a large sign that read “Herbertz Garage.”
Sam rented at first and then bought
the building in 1983. He continued
on, working at both the Shuter/Jarvis
location and at 472 King. In 1989, when
the Texaco site finally closed for good,
he moved the entire operation, along
with his four mechanics (some of whom
are still with him), to Sumach and King.
Loyal customers followed immediately.
Since that time, Sam Kapil and Central
Import have never looked back.
Today, he has four certified mechanics,
one apprentice, and two counter staff
on his payroll. Combined, they have
more than 100 years of mechanical
experience. European imports are still
their expertise but they’re also happy to
work on domestic brands.

Sam’s son Michael also works at Central
Import. As a teenager, Mike pumped
gas and hung around the service bays
at the Jarvis and Shuter Texaco. Today,
with a BA in business administration
from Ryerson, he oversees the company.
Central Import is a family business.
In the thirty years the company has
been operating in the heart of Corktown,
there have been many changes.

Happy 30th Anniversary Sam, and to all
the crew at Central Import Automotive –
we’re happy you’re here!

         
   
416-364-4

It’s a philosophy that’s definitely working.
Customers recommend friends, who in
turn recommend their friends. “Word of
mouth is the best advertising” he adds.

Sam pauses and looks around. “Things
have changed a lot around here, but
these are changes that are beneficial to
the whole area. Everything’s looking
up! I’m looking forward to seeing the
Pan Am Games come, and to watching
things change even more. This area right
here, this Corktown neighbourhood,
this is the number one area in all of
downtown,” he says, “and it will be for
a long time. The possibilities here are
huge. It’s going to be fun to watch it
happen.”

Advertisement




Soft-spoken and thoughtful,
Sam says there’s no secret to
his success. “We have loyal,
long-time customers who
know they can count on us.
If you’re honest, if you look
after your customer and
make sure their needs are
met, they’re satisfied. That’s
all there is to it.”

“When we first came here, Corktown
was mostly an industrial area: dirty,
grey, and drab,” says Sam. “There was
an old Elte Carpet factory operating at
Eastern and Cherry, where the Bay Cat
Hospital sits now was an empty lot full
of weeds and garbage. Across from us,
where the 549 King East condo is, were
Standard Auto Glass and another autorepair garage. Between these places were
a few residential houses; most of those
are still here. And where the Corktown
Brownstones are, that was Ontario
Electrical with a large gravel parking lot.”

Sam Kapil (left) with son and partner, Michael, in the reception area of Central Import Automotive.
The old cash register they’re leaning on is the same one Sam used at his Texaco station back in
the 70s. The cash register has now become a treasured heirloom!
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Development Report

By John MacEwen, B.Sc Eng, Sales Representative, Sage Real Estate Ltd. & CRBA Board Member
River City Update
It has been a long time coming, but
residents are finally starting to occupy
Phase 1 of River City at King and River
Streets. The shorter building located
at 47 Lower River St is the first to be
filled. Construction is finishing up with
the installation of the last few balcony
railings and the black metal panels that
decorate the facade of the structure.
Meanwhile, construction on the taller
building (located at 51 Trolley Crescent)
continues. All windows have finally
been installed and the construction
team will be working on the black facade
of the building in the coming months.
Occupancy is slated for June or early July.
Phase 2 of this development, consisting
of three mid-rise towers, is underway.
Workers are completing the foundation
and we should be able to see the
structure beginning to form shortly.
Toronto Community Housing
Huge progress has been made on the
three TCHC buildings at King and St.
Lawrence. The seniors’ building on King
is now fully enclosed while construction
crews continue to work on the interior of
the building. Residents are expected to
start moving in, in the fall of 2013.
Between River and St. Lawrence, the
other TCHC buildings to be occupied
by families are moving along. All the

concrete forms have been poured, the
wood cladding is complete and brickwork
on the exterior is currently underway.
Crews are working on the roofing system
and window installation as well.
Sing Tao Building
Still no update from Great Gulf on their
plans for this building site at Power and
Adelaide Streets. It has been reported
that they will be releasing information
in the near future. Stay tuned.
Canary District
Dundee Kilmer is working hard to
ensure sure that the buildings for use in
the Athletes’ Village, will be completed
in time for the Pan Am Athletes. The
first two condo buildings slated to be
sold to the public aren’t above ground
level yet. Construction crews continue
to work on the concrete foundation.
George Brown College Student
Residence and YMCA
Considered to be one of the gateposts
of the Canary District, the GBC student
residence and YMCA are nearing
completion of the concrete structure.
The roof of the 51,000 sq ft YMCA
facility is being topped off and, once
finished, construction crews will focus
efforts on the interior of the building.
Work on the 8-storey, 2-building GBC
student residences is getting close to
topping off the first building and are
about halfway done the second building.

Corktown Mission Statement Corktown meetings!
The Corktown Residents and Business
Association exists to enhance the
quality of residential and business life,
to promote and market Corktown and
to act as a voice for the community.
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Next meetings:

June 4th, July 2nd
Our meetings begin at 7 p.m., on the
first Tuesday of every month except for
August. The meetings are held in the
back room of the Dominion on Queen,
at Queen St. and Sumach.

Fred Victor and Wigwamen
Affordable Housing
Also part of the Pam Am Games Athletes’
Village, construction of the concrete
structure for both of these 10-storey
buildings is nearing completion. Once
topped off, work will continue on the
mechanicals, windows and facades.
Located just east of the YMCA and GBC
Residence, these buildings will be home
to 300 units of affordable rental housing.
Empty Store Fronts
An ongoing concern for Corktown
residents has been the unused storefront
locations in the area. As new residents
start to move in to the area, so too are
new businesses. Examples of progress
that we’ve seen lately would be the
Que Supper Club currently under
renovation on Queen, east of Parliament;
the brand new Smoke Shack on Queen
near Sumach and Tandem Coffee on
King Street just east of Parliament.
We look forward to seeing what other
businesses will be opening soon.
333 King Street East
First Gulf has submitted a proposal to
the City to redevelop the property at
333-351 King Street East, on the western
edge of Corktown. The application is to
retain the existing buildings and to add
two new office towers with ground level
retail – a 17-storey tower near Berkeley
St. and a 12-storey tower on the west side,
closer to Princess St.

Latest updates
Website
www.corktown.ca
Forum
http://groups.google.com/group/corktown
Twitter
http://twitter.com/CorktownTO
email
info@corktown.ca

Recognize this dish? On which Corktown restaurant’s menu
will you find it? The poem and photo are clues. Identify
the restaurant and the dish and win a gift certificate to the
restaurant for the value of the dish.

an informal James
eats a toasted perfection,
yells for more napkins
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WHAT

by Alex Bartlett

SCORE

Café Haiku Challenge

Tarot Card Reading

Tarot Card Reading at
“Nancy Psychic Oracle”
By the Corktown Critic, Writer of Anonymously Honest Reviews
I have never had my fortune told. When I think of fortunetellers
I picture longhaired gypsies hidden in the back of circus tents
cradling crystal balls. To me, the idea of paying money to have
a wild-looking person guess my future seems a waste. And
while I’m skeptical of psychics, I fear the chance of an ugly
premonition getting stuck in my head. But then again, I expect a
review from a virgin of tarot card readings will be entertaining.
Nancy is a Corktown legend. Located at 501 Queen East, she’s
been reading palms, tarot cards and offering crystal and chakra
cleansing for the last twenty plus years. In her words, she’s an
energy reader and her readings are by appointment only.
I arrived with a plan. Share nothing unless I was asked a direct
question. I was ready for a 30-minute tarot card reading, priced
at $65 (somewhat negotiable, I discovered).

Enter by emailing the name of the dish and the Corktown
restaurant that offers it to editor@corktown.ca or go to
corktown.ca and look for Café Haiku. Don’t forget to include
your name and email address, or phone so we can track you
down if you win!
The winner will be chosen at random from all correct entries.
Corktown.ca is also where you’ll find previous Café Haikus
dishes and winners revealed.
Advertisement

Adornments on Queen
Affordable elegance

338 Queen St. E @Parliament

Fine furnishings
Decorative Accessories
Gift Boutique/Parfumerie
Selected Artisanry
Steeped and Infused Tea Bar
info@adornmentsonqueen.com
www.adornmentsonqueen.com
416 955 4791 Tu-Fr 11-7, S-S to 5

She fits every bit the physical stereotype: mid-fifties, short with
black long hair and so did the room she sat me down in. Picture
incense and lit candles and all of the religious memorabilia you
can possibly imagine (statues, figurines, etc.) and line them
along every inch of wall space in a ten-by-ten foot dark room. In
the center of the room stood a table with two chairs; on top, a
stack of cards and at least 5 crystal balls mounted on creepy oldwoman-hand-stands. I struggled to take it all in.
What transpired in my half-hour read was equal parts
entertainment mixed with the feeling of “WTF-am-I-doinghere?” She told me I would write a book one day; that my upset
stomach from the previous week won’t bother me anymore;
that my partner should go get a physical because she saw
blood pressure warnings; that someone in my life (not in my
immediate family) will die and that I have been here before
and have lived several lives before this one. I enjoyed being
told that my business is going to thrive, but I wasn’t too
thrilled by her judgment that my kid be baptized and that if we
don’t go to St Paul’s Cathedral soon, the demons will get him.
It was hard for me to give this one a rating since I have
nothing to compare it to. But since Nancy gave me a tarot card
reading experience that I will not soon forget, I give her an 8. I
recommend it as the perfect place to go before getting a drink
at The Dominion with friends. Nothing says conversation
material like a tarot card or palm reading.
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Our neighbourhood
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Real Estate Review

By Socrates Apallas, advocate of Corktown living. Follow him on Twitter:
@SocratesApallas or visit www.SocratesApallas.com.

There’s probably no other urban area on the continent
undergoing the immense building boom that Corktown
is experiencing right now.
Especially when it comes to condos and other types of residential dwellings. Within
the next few years, Corktown will contain the newest of new residences along with
some of the very oldest Victorian homes in the city. With each upcoming issue of the
Corktowner, I’ll be giving readers a little insight and personal opinion into the pros
and cons of what’s happening in local real estate. Let’s get started!

Trinity Lofts, 90 Trinity Street
Built by Streetcar Developments,
2012, No. of Units: 82
Newly completed, the intimate and
boutique-like Trinity Lofts offers more
than meets the eye. It has simple,
functional layouts, contemporary design
and up-market finishes that buyers
demand. From the outside, some argue
that it lacks a certain distinctive look.
I disagree. I like how it relates to the
Distillery District and how its oval shape
frames the intersection of Eastern and
Trinity. You might notice that south-east
facing units lack private balconies, but the
builder more than makes up for it with
its ample communal space like a rooftop
sundeck and a second-floor indoor/
outdoor lounge with stellar city views.
The only downside is that the building
has only one elevator, so you might catch
yourself getting an unexpected workout.
Nonetheless, I’m a big fan. From a lifestyle
perspective as well as an investment
perspective, Trinity Lofts is, and will
continue to be, a great place to call home.

Corktown Lofthouses, Gilead Place
Built by Gilead Investments LTD in
2009, No. of Units: 8
When you’ve become accustomed to
lofty spaces and polished concrete how
do you make a lateral move without
compromise? A solution does exist:
move into the Corktown Lofthouses.
You might already know them as the
eight townhomes on Gilead Place
but these “Loft Houses” are really
the perfect upgrade – one part urban
location, with a dash of striking
architecture and heaps of high style.
The fact that they are tucked away
on what was once a derelict laneway
makes these wonderful units some
of the most fascinating real estate in
Corktown. Today this narrow, and still
inconspicuous laneway also holds a few
warehouses, businesses and of course,
the famous Jamie Kennedy kitchen,
The Gilead Café – how much better can
it get?

The Good and the Bad

POPPED
Restaurants pop up all
over the place, but supper
clubs for meat-lovers? Yes,
Corktown! The rumors
are true! Toronto’s first-ever barbecuecentric supper club, Que Supper Club,
will be opening soon in our ‘hood!
Portuguese-style barbecued chicken,
tacos, kebabs and their signature dish,
“redneck sushi,” which consists of
jambalaya-style rice wrapped around a
piece of barbecue, all enclosed by a strip
of bacon. Are you drooling yet?
Gotta dog? If so then you’re
probably asking the same
question we are! Why on
earth isn’t there a crosswalk
and light at the corner of Power and
Richmond? It takes a sprint at marathon
speed to get across to the dog park
on Richmond, without getting hit by
the cars that fly down the ramp onto
Richmond St, way over the speed limit!
It’s ridiculous! We need a crosswalk there!
Not only do we have the
only pool in Toronto with a
waterslide AND Tarzan rope,
but now you can get in for
free. Earlier this spring staffers at the
Regent Park Aquatic Centre made the
pool a “priority” facility, meaning dropin swims are totally free for everyone.
Have you driven on Lower
River Street recently? During
rush hour? Then you’ll agree
it’s a total disaster with
construction crew’s vehicles parked
on both sides of the road and a steady
stream of Bayview Extension traffic
squeezing through two tight lanes in
between. The city better have a plan for
managing this road, otherwise we are in
real trouble when the residents of River
City move in!
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