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Yes! You Live in Corktown!
by Kara Isert, fellow Corktowner

Design by Sandra Iskandar

Our beloved Corktown through the ages

Welcome to the neighbourhood. So starts a postcard the Corktown Residents &
Business Association is distributing to new buildings in our area. If you’re reading
the Corktowner, you’re a Corktowner too, since this newspaper is distributed by the
CRBA only within Corktown’s boundaries.
continued on page 2

CRBA Meetings [page 05]

January 08, 2013

Announcement on Corktown.ca

February 05, 2013
Annual General Meeting
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Join the Corktown
Residents and
Business Association
351 Queen Street East
P.O Box 82522, Toronto ON, M5A 1T8
E-mail: info@corktown.ca
Membership Categories and Rates
$12 Resident
$6 Senior/Student/Unemployed
$24 Business
Member Information

When I tell people I live in Corktown, they often don’t know
where it is. This is surprising, since Corktown is one of the
oldest areas of Toronto.
Although Corktown was already bustling with homes and
businesses, the original 1834 Toronto city boundaries didn’t
officially extend here. The city limits back then extended
between Bathurst and Parliament Streets, south of Dundas
Street. Corktown was part of a city-controlled area known
as the “Liberties” which was only absorbed into the city
boundaries in 1859.

Modern Corktown, and the area included
in the Corktown Residents & Business
Association’s mandate, is defined by the south
side of Shuter Street down to the rail corridor
(Lakeshore Blvd.) and from Berkeley Street east
to the Don River.

Resident’s Name
Company Name (if applicable)
Address
Postal Code
Phone | Home
Phone | Business

Today Corktown is made up of about 2,500 households and
6,000 people. The number of residents has more or less doubled
in the past ten years, largely due to development of the
Distillery District.

E-mail
Category of Membership Requested
and Amount Enclosed
$12
$6
$24

When the CRBA began in the early 80’s, it consisted of a
group of neighbours getting together occasionally in each
other’s homes. The population of Corktown back then was
about 3,000 people, mainly north of King St. There was little
residential development south of King. The Distillery District
was in decline as an operational distillery. Corktown was
considered pretty sketchy and regarded by outsiders more for
prostitutes, drug dealers, and homeless shelters than for the
more reputable residents. Not anymore, however. The area has
changed enormously since then!

Resident
Senior/Student/Unemployed
Business

Important Notice
Please mail this completed form to the above address.
Corktown board meetings are held at 7:00 p.m., on the first
Tuesday of every month except August, in the back-room
of the Dominion on Queen at Queen & Sumach. Come out
and support your community. All residents and business
owners are welcome.
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Today, the neighbourhood is becoming known
more for its heritage building conversions, highend lofts and stores than for its shelters and
charitable organizations.
This is an exciting time for Corktown. Many changes are in
the works, both within our borders and nearby – from the
redevelopment of Regent Park on our northern border to the
West Don Lands community that will bring another 10,000
residents into the south-east corner of Corktown. And let’s not
forget the First Parliament site under development at Berkeley
and Front Streets. As a new Corktowner, I am really looking
forward to seeing how our neighbourhood evolves.

October
Business
Night

by Danica Keravica, CRBA Board Member
Corktown’s October monthly meeting
showcased various businesses and
organizations in our area.

It was a fabulous turnout,
illustrating an eclectic mix
of choices available to all
residents.
From the Dominion on Queen
(500 Queen Street East), owner Sean
Duranovitch gave attendees a little
history of this unique restaurant/bar.
Originally opened in the early 1900’s,
the DoQ today is a great venue that
offers live music and poetry readings
on a regular basis. Along with great
food, the menu here also provides an
extensive list of tasty craft beers. The
CRBA is grateful to Sean for providing
us with the back room for Corktown
meetings every month. Website: www.
dominiononqueen.com
First up from Corktown’s arts
community was Tina McCulloch from
the Alumnae Theatre. Founded in
1919 by women graduates of the U
of T, the Alumnae Theatre is located
at 70 Berkeley St. and this year, it is
celebrating 40 years at that location.
One of Toronto’s most highly regarded
theatre companies in the city, the
Alumnae will be offering several
exciting and must-see productions this
season. Website: www. alumnaetheatre.
com
Kawa Ada, Nina Lee Aquino and Justine
Yim from Cahoots Theatre Company
explained that the mandate of the
company is a dedication to the creation,

development and production of new
works that focus on the complexities
of Canada’s cultural diversity, and
examine the intersections of these
cultures. Diversity is more than race,
nation of origin and ethnicity. It also
encompasses gender, sexuality, ability,
language and class. Very noteworthy
is Nina’s recognition as a Dora award
winning stage director. Website: www.
cahootstheatre.ca
Allison Little, Site Co-coordinator of
the Enoch Turner Schoolhouse gave
us some history of this revered little
building on Trinity St. Designated
a heritage site in 2000, the Enoch
Turner Schoolhouse is the city’s oldest
surviving school building. Allison
explained that a not-for-profit charitable
foundation operates and runs several
adult and children’s programs here.
Other offerings include lectures,
walking tours, and special events.
A heritage resource and a living history
museum, this unique building is also
available for event rentals. For more info:
www.enochturnerschoolhouse.ca
Nathan Fekadu, owner of Corktown’s
Magic Oven at 360 Queen St. East
near Parliament, explained that his
menu has plenty of gluten-free crusts,
vegetarian choices and other unique
options, including its famous $100 pizza
topped with real gold. If ever there was
a healthy and extremely tasty pizza,
Magic Oven has it. For a quick slice and
a beer – there’s no better place. Get more
info: www.magicoven.com

and businesses with a venue to highlight
up-and-coming artists. A big supporter
of the artistic community, Joanne
regularly holds art openings. Where else
could you find fine homemade gourmet
sandwiches and a distinctive art piece
all in one space? More info: www.
gallery402.ca
Barbara Stewart from Adornments
on Queen introduced us to her
store, located at 338 Queen St. E. and
provided loads of information on the
wide variety of affordable accessories
and gifts she sells. There’s also a tea
shoppe inside the store – the perfect
accompaniment to shopping for the
lovely items offered here. Website: www.
adornmentsonqueen.com
Dr. Shaleen Somji is a Corktown-area
based chiropractor who operates out of
the GO T.O. Physio & Rehab Clinic at
272 Richmond Street E. Website: www.
doctorsomji.ca
Socrates Apallas is an agent with
REMAX and definitely has the pulse
of the neighbourhood. He has seen
the meteoric rise of density and
construction to the neighbourhood and
the influx of curious and interested
buyers (and renters). A big supporter
of Corktown, Socrates knows all too
well that Corktown is one of Toronto’s
best-kept secrets! Socrates runs two
websites about our neighbourhood:
explorewestdonlands.com (don’t miss the
video) and www.corktownliving.com.

Not only did Jim Lye from Tidy’s Flowers
on Richmond Street near Parliament give
us a great perspective of his family’s very
successful floral business, he brought
us beautiful roses as well! Be sure and
check out an additional article in this
issue on Tidy’s contribution to Toronto’s
floral needs or visit the website at: www.
tidysflowers.com

If you’re looking for a deliciously
authentic meal, Fusilli has a great menu
at affordable prices. Owner Giuseppe
Pelligra is a passionate and long-time
community member, and has had his
Italian restaurant on Queen for almost
20 years. You’ll find Giuseppe at 531
Queen Street East. Delicious food... you
won’t be disappointed! Website: www.
fusilli.ca

Lunch and catering by day and art
gallery at night, Joanne Nelson told us
that Gallery 402/ Danish Connection,
at 402 King St. East provides residents

The CRBA thanks all participants
in making our first Business Night a
success! Watch for announcements on
future upcoming events!
The Corktowner 3

Advertisement

Corktown.ca:
your source for
neighbourhood
news

New Album Release
in Corktown
by Arthur Sinclair

by Matt Elliott

Healthy,
Delicious, Local,
Alternative
Pizza and Pasta
Come discover
our Lunch menu
7 beers on tap
Sports on TV
Live Music on
Saturday nights
Backyard Patio

With a burgeoning cultural scene and
a growing community of residents
and businesses, it’s not always easy to
keep up with all the goings-on in and
around Corktown. Fortunately we are
also keeping up with the times and
have developed Corktown.ca to help.
The website now features a curated
weekly list of relevant news items,
event notices and other tidbits of
interest to our neighbourhood. We
cover everything from local business
openings to new theatre debuts, with
an emphasis on spotlighting local
good news stories.
The weekly news update is posted
every Monday morning.
While we work hard to include a
broad range of local stories, we’re
always looking for more public
involvement. If you know of
something going on in Corktown that
deserves some spotlight, let us know.

Book your next
party with us
great packages
for corporate and
private events

And if you represent a business, don’t
be shy—tip us off about any sales,
promotions or events you’ve got
planned. After all we are here to help
and support our community.

Magic Oven
360 Queen St. E.
@ Parliament
416-703-3555

Since our area is so dynamic, we
would also love to present more local
photography. If you’re the kind of
person who’s always snapping shots
of Corktown’s historic buildings
or construction cranes, send a note
linking to your recent shots.

www.magicoven.com
Do Yoga. Drink Water. Have Dessert
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To get in touch, email Matt Elliott at
website@corktown.ca.

Corktown was graced by rising star,
Masia One on September 18 when she
held a CD release party for her new album
Bootleg Culture at the Magic Oven.
Masia One’s music defies categorization:
it’s part hip-hop, part pop, part singer/
songwriter. Some tracks are fun and
catchy while others are aggressive. Her
work blurs cultural expectations and
challenges traditional gender norms. On
any given day, Masia One may be moving
between worlds: performing at Canadian
music festivals, attending fashion
industry events in New York, teaching as
an arts educator in high schools across
Canada, rehearsing in Jamaica or being a
hometown hero in South East Asia.
When she autographed her album
for me, she wrote, “Keep building
communities even when the community
doesn’t understand itself.” In order
to build a strong community, she
says, “Document your history; stay
grounded; check your ego; teach the next
generation; and express yourself in art
that transcends language.”
Masia One’s album is available on iTunes
but if you happen upon an actual CD true to its name - it comes with a blank
disk and instructions on how to bootleg
one for a friend.

Spicy Corn Fritters

Advertisement

Method
Sieve the flours, salt, spices and baking
powder making sure there are no
lumps. Add the buttermilk, then add
enough water to make a thin batter. I’ve
indicated 1/2 a cup, but it may require
more. Chop the chili and cilantro
very finely and grate the ginger. Use a
microplane if you have one to basically
get a ginger puree. Mince the red onion.
Mix these ingredients and the corn
kernels in with the batter. Let this
mixture rest for 30 minutes at room
temperature.

Ingredients
1/2 cup semolina flour
1/2 cup besan (chickpea flour)
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
1 1/2 cups buttermilk
1 red bird chili, minced
1 inch of ginger, peeled, grated
1/2 medium red onion, minced
2 cups corn kernels
a handful cilantro stems, minced
1 tsp fennel seed, ground
1/8 tsp white pepper, ground
1 tsp baking powder
1 tsp salt
1/2 cup water

Don’t miss
any Corktown
meetings!

Pour about a 1/2 inch of vegetable oil
in a frying pan. Turn heat to medium.
When the oil is shimmering, carefully
ladle small amounts of the batter into
the hot oil. Do this just above the oil to
avoid splashes. When one side is golden,
flip the fritter and cook the other side.
They’ll cook quickly. Remove to a paper
towel lined plate.
Stack a couple of these fritters filled with
smoked salmon, slices of avocado, baby
arugula and drizzled with chive aioli.
A poached egg on top would make for a
very satisfying brunch.

Next meetings:

Jan. 8th & Feb. 5th

   
   
416-364-4
    

Just a touch of heat and spice makes these absolutely
delicious corn fritters a favourite part of brunch or
dinner during the colder winter weather.




by Andrew Starling, for more recipes, visit www.starlingcafe.com

Our meetings begin at 7 p.m., generally
the first Tuesday of every month. The
meetings are held in the back room of
the Dominion on Queen, at Queen St.
and Sumach.
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Development
Committee Update
by Larry Webb

The Committee has been busy again this year and the following
is a small selection of worked being tracked and activities.
West Don Lands (WDL)
The WDL Committee has been instrumental in guiding
development and construction currently going on south of
Eastern Avenue. Jon Goode, CRBA’s representative on WDL
Committee reports that the firm of Dundee-Kilmer was
selected as lead developer for construction of the buildings and
facilities required for the 2015 Pan/Parapan American Games.
Buildings and facilities include ‘legacy’ projects, among them
a new YMCA and a George Brown residence building on
the corner of Cherry and Front streets, near the old Canary
Restaurant. After being used for the 2015 Games, these new
facilities will be turned over for the use of local residents.
King Street/Lawrence and River Street Construction
River City Phase 1 and the new Toronto Community Housing
project on King between St. Lawrence and River are moving
along quickly. Occupancy for River City Phase 1 is slated for

The TCHC Seniors Affordable Housing at 589 King East
with Townhouses on St. Lawrence

River City looking West – Phase 1 on the right, Phase 2 in the middle,
and future Phase 3 on the left.

December 2012. The TCHC project will offer two types of
accommodation – a seniors building on King Street and family
stacked townhouses behind it. We are assured occupancy
of the TCHC buildings will be summer 2013. CRBA board
members had concerns that retail opportunities at street level
in this building were not being considered by any measure
other than grabbing any tenant willing to sign. We have now
been assured that TCHC will be giving greater consideration
to the needs of the community. The CRBA Development
Committee will keep pressing to ensure this is so.
West Don Lands Construction Liaison Committee
As part of the West Don Lands work, Waterfront Toronto
established a Construction Liaison Committee to ensure clear
dialogue between developers, builders and the community.
Until this year, the Distillery District was primarily affected.
However, Corktown became affected recently as the last of the
flood protection landform south of King was trucked through
the neighbourhood. Closure of Cherry Street south of Eastern
Ave has also increased construction traffic.
With Bayview Ave. now connected to the West Don Lands and
the new extension of River St. south of King, truck traffic is not
as intense and traffic patterns have changed. Another issue
being addressed at the WDL CLC is the traffic speeds along
River St. through the Underpass Park area. Several agencies have
jurisdiction here but we are assured our comments are being
heeded and some form of interim restrictions will be imposed.

Advertisement
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Queen/River Secondary Plan
The CRBA has been involved in many
meetings organized by the City with
residents and businesses east of River St.,
north of Queen. This area has a number
of development applications and one
large residential development well
under way, but there was no Secondary
Plan in place to guide development
applications. Concern was expressed by
some residents east of River Street that
the CRBA had unilaterally put itself in a
position of the sole representative of the
area residents. Those concerns have been
allayed and the CRBA has followed up
with the City planner to ensure the City
circulates notices of future meetings
more diligently to all residents in
affected areas.
The City’s presentation from the QueenRiver Secondary Plan Community
Consultation Meeting can be
downloaded from the website
www.corktown.ca/2012/10/queen-river/.
We are awaiting word on the next public
step and will also post that info on
corktown.ca.
Traffic Issues
We continue to press for improvements
to traffic matters including:
»» Some form of control to slow
traffic on westbound Richmond as
it approaches Power Street; speed
bumps present a safety hazard, so
are pushing now for a light.
»» A crosswalk at Trinity and King for
increasing numbers of pedestrians
who walk north on Trinity to access
the westbound streetcar. This will
become urgent as the Trinity Lofts
at Eastern Avenue become occupied
and later on, with increased
occupancy in the West Don Lands.

Ashby Place Gets Historical
by Matt Elliott

The Corktown rowhouses of Ashby Place
had their historical status confirmed
in September when Heritage Toronto
installed a commemorative plaque on
the laneway which is located near King
Street East and Sumach Street.
With a history dating back to 1890,
the houses of Ashby Place were built
in the working class tradition of the
neighbourhood. Early residents were
mostly labourers with jobs at nearby
Gooderham & Worts and other industry
sites nearby.
Like its close neighbour, Percy Street,
Ashby Place has a colourful past as one
of Toronto’s “hidden streets.”

During prohibition in the
1920s, the two laneways
were used by booze runners.
Rumours persist of a secret underground
tunnel that once linked the rowhouses
underneath King Street.
In the latter part of the twentieth
century, Ashby got grittier, reflecting
the more hardscrabble nature of east-end

Heritage Toronto plaque

downtown Toronto. In the 1960s, a CBC
film crew produced a short documentary
on the slum conditions of Ashby Place
after a poor family living in 3 Ashby
Place had to be forcibly evicted by police.
Ashby Place has had a considerable
amount of realty turn-over in recent
years so now is home to a mix of new
and veteran Corktowners. A top-tobottom renovation recently saw 10
Ashby rescued from derelict conditions.
The heritage-listed homes themselves
feature unique interiors and incredibly
efficient design, with three storeys of
living space packed into properties only
about 12 feet wide.
The Heritage Toronto plaque was
installed largely due to the tireless
efforts of Franc Mosbaugh and Robert
Jessop, along with other homeowners
from Ashby Place.

For additional updates on all developments
keep checking in at corktown.ca.
Matt Elliot does a wonderful job keeping
this up to date. If you have questions
or concerns, please e-mail to info@
corktown.ca. We will get back to you as
soon as we can.
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Standing Tall And Proud for 135 years
By Sarah Rowett

The story of Tidy’s Flowers began with
a dream that brought British native and
skilled gardener, Stephen Tidy, to Canada
in 1873. Tidy built a small suburban
greenhouse at 477 Ontario Street where
he operated as a grower until 1877, at
which time he officially opened the
floral retail business of S. Tidy and Sons
Limited. Growing and expanding, Tidy’s
continued to be run by family members,
passing down from father to sons to
grandson. In 1913, Tidy’s Flowers moved
to 79 King Street West, which is now the
site of The Toronto Dominion Centre, and
continued to operate from this central
Toronto location.
By the late 40’s, the Tidy family was no
longer at the helm. Elliott Lye purchased
the company in 1948. Having been
employed as a delivery boy with Tidy’s
in 1910, Elliott quickly became familiar
with the daily operations of the business.
Through dedication and hard work he
moved up the ranks and was appointed
to the board of directors in 1933. He
was the perfect successor to guide the
company into the 20th century.

As the years passed, Tidy’s Flowers was
again being handed down from father
to sons Nick & Doug Lye. Often talked
about and occasionally written about –
Tidy’s had become a household name.
It was well known that if you wanted
something different – call Tidy’s Flowers.
The business continued to grow and
prosper, moving from the King Street
location in 1964, to the current location
at 526 Richmond Street East. Although
this location was further from the
downtown core, Nick Lye had the vision
that the area would one day blossom into
a going concern. How right he was!

This year is a milestone for
Tidy’s Flowers. They are
celebrating 135 years of
providing the greater Toronto
area with their floral needs.
Still owned by the Lye family and
currently operated by the third

generation, sister and brother team Janet
and Jim Lye, Tidy’s has been a leader
in modernizing the floral industry.
Improvements are constantly being
implemented.
In addition to their head office location,
they have two retail stores conveniently
located in the downtown core at
Commerce Court West and Brookfield
Place. Their award winning floral artists
attend seminars to remain current with
what is new in the floral industry and
continue to create unique designs for
their customers.
To quote the owners: “Our customers are
the most important ingredient in our
success. Without them, there would be
no “us”… and for this we are extremely
grateful. We have helped them celebrate
the moments of their lives and are proud
to know that we have been a part of their
traditions for generations! Our history is
something we are very proud of. Tidy’s
Flowers has survived two world wars, a
depression and a few recessions.
Through the years we’ve seen some
giants fall. In the big scheme of things,
we are a small company. But in this
industry, we are one of the largest shops
in the country. We do not think of
ourselves as “just a company”. We are
the guardians of a dream that started 135
years ago. We take that guardianship
very seriously. It would be interesting
to know if Stephen Tidy’s vision for
Tidy’s Flowers projected this far into the
future!”

Flowers arriving at Malton Airport from London England for the
Stoodleigh Restaurants “Springtime Britain” Flower Show – June 1953
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Tidy’s roots were planted in 1877 and
although they’ve changed with the
times and kept up with the trends, their
values never seem to change. They
are committed to providing you with
service, quality, respect and a good “old
fashioned” way of doing business… with
a personal touch! A rare commodity in
this day and age.

A Small Wonder
By Alex Bartlett

The tall narrow residence at 383
Shuter St. has long been a curiosity in
Corktown. At just eight feet wide, it’s an
unusual house that leaves much to the
imagination.
Who lives there and how do they do it? Is everything inside
carefully considered and arranged to make such a tight
space feasible? Or is this house a designer masterpiece with
everything custom made and custom-fit? As it turns out, none
of these guesses are correct; this little house is actually a work
in progress with a long history and many changes over the
years.

cozy house. Most vertical and horizontal surfaces throughout
the house still need to be finished. In time, a new custombuilt kitchen will be installed, as well as a new bathroom and
bedroom for little Asterios.
The house is a detached home with zero clearance on the
east side and exposed brick walls on both east and west sides.
Finishing the inside of the home will be challenging without
creating a cramped feeling. Glass walls of windows on the
south and north sides do much to make the home feel open
and airy at both ends.
George is determined to make the most of this narrow,
charming home. He recently won a battle with Toronto Hydro
to locate the hydro meter inside the home instead of outside
where the utility box would mar the narrow façade. The rear
garden off the deck is planted with a thriving garden filled
with tomatoes and other vegetables.

Although it’s officially Toronto’s second smallest
house (a house on Day Avenue in the west end
is 8 inches narrower), Samaras has cleverly
created roughly 1000 square feet of space on
multiple levels – nearly twice as large as many
new one-bedroom condos in the city.

Then, circa 1880...

When built in the late 1880s, this house was at 99 1/2
Sydenham Street and it remained largely unchanged for
almost 90 years. The second and third floors were not added
until architect Larry Brodeur bought the building in 1981.
Brodeur lived there until his death in 1991. Soon after, the
current owner, Georgios (George) Samaras bought the home
and continued to add on to it.
Since his initial purchase, you could almost say that Samaras
has completely started over with the building. He gutted the
interior, replaced the windows and doors in front and back,
added a new roof and added several balconies.
Marriage to Medita and the birth of their son, Asterios, now
six years old, have tripled the house’s population and given
George extra incentive to continue renovations inside this

and now, about 130 years of change.

Once renovations are completed, perhaps the Samaras family
will be willing to showcase their completed home at an event
such as Doors Open Toronto. Let’s hope so, since there’s much
to see and appreciate in this unique Corktown home.
The Corktowner 9

An Outsider’s View
CRBA
AGM
Notice
of Corktown
Our Annual General Meeting
by Joseph Balderston

will be held on February 5, 2013.

I didn’t know what to expect as I entered the Dominion On
Queen for the CRBA’s monthly public meeting on October 2nd.
I was completely unfamiliar with Corktown. All I knew was
that it’s in a corner of downtown with dozens of cranes. What
brought me to the meeting was an assignment from Ryerson
University’s School of Urban and Regional Planning to write
a report on a planning related meeting where no political
decisions are made. I went online to find a meeting that was
close to Ryerson and discovered a notice from the Corktown
Residents and Business Association. Their meeting seemed to
fit the bill.

Every February the Corktown Residents and Business
Association (CRBA) holds its annual assembly to vote in a
new board that will serve our community over the next year.
This board is made up of both residents and businesses in
our community that want to help facilitate positive change
in our neighbourhood and help grow our quickly changing
community. Always a great meeting with fantastic people.
Come volunteer, come vote or just share your thoughts!
Advertisements

During CRBA’s ‘Business Night’ I learned far
more than I expected about the neighbourhood.
I was excited to hear how Corktown is on the
cusp of gentrification, especially after learning
about its chequered past.
On my way to the meeting I went through sections of Queen
Street which definitely had an edgier feel, but it was clear to
me, even then, that Queen Street is undergoing revitalization
and that the area is full of potential. Among the interspersed
empty retail outlets (which I discovered is the main factor that
worries potential Corktown home buyers), there are a good
number of renovated stores, restaurants and cafes that are at
the forefront of Corktown’s regeneration.
The meeting had a very friendly atmosphere and both a
fellow student and myself felt welcome. From this outsider’s
perspective, Corktown seems to have a strong sense of
community. I enjoyed hearing stories from the business
representatives about themselves and their businesses as well
as about the neighbourhood’s history.
Bordered by the Distillery District and the soon-to-be-built
Pan American Games Athlete Village, and with fashionable
neighbourhoods like Cabbagetown and Leslieville very
nearby, I’m a little surprised that Corktown is only now being
discovered, especially considering that it’s one of Toronto’s
oldest neighbourhoods and one of the last affordable corners of
the city core. Corktown is full of incredible historic buildings
and its proximity to the heart of Toronto makes it a great place
to live in and to visit. There’s no doubt in my mind that the
southeastern edge of downtown Toronto is the place to be.
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Adornments on Queen
Affordable elegance

338 Queen St. E @Parliament

Fine furnishings
Decorative Accessories
Gift Boutique/Parfumerie
Selected Artisanry
Steeped and Infused Tea Bar
info@adornmentsonqueen.com
www.adornmentsonqueen.com
416 955 4791 Tu-Fr 11-7, S-S to 5

DOWNTOWN BRAKE & EXHAUST SPECIALIST INC.

CAMERON YOUNG
THE BOSS

475 King Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5A 1L6
Tel: 416.861.9511 Fax: 416.861.0510
TALK TO THE BOSS

Chimneys – Forgotten But Not Gone!
By Lisa Simkins, CET, Meticulous Inspections Inc.
During winter in the middle of the last
century, you would have seen chimneys
belching out smoke from almost every
house in the city.
The chimneys were
essential for letting
out the exhaust
from heaters fuelled
by wood or coal,
Typical chimney cap
with gas exhaust
then oil. Over time,
most older houses in Toronto have been
converted to gas furnaces and water
heaters.
More recently, some chimneys have been
orphaned by high-efficiency furnaces.
These typically vent through pipes
coming out from the side of the house,
instead of via the chimney.
A neglected chimney is a maintenance
issue which can create health hazards
for the occupants of the house. Since
chimneys are up high, out of reach,
they can be “out of sight and out of
mind”. Because of this, many deteriorate
unnoticed. Inspecting a home, including
a visual examination of the chimney
where exposed on the roof and in
the basement, can help homeowners
uncover any chimney hazards.
Problems with brick chimneys
Some chimney flues are lined with
metal pipes, cement or terracotta. In
some cases, original masonry may still
be found with all the joints exposed to
the exhaust gases.

Clay liners

Liner stops

The main chimney
safety issue is
making sure
that byproducts
of combustion,
Split brick and mortar especially carbon
monoxide, exit
properly from the top of the chimney
and do not seep through porous
chimney walls into the house.
The primary
maintenance issue
for chimneys is to
keep them intact,
keeping rainwater
and critters out.
Missing cap
Chimneys with no
rain cap funnel rainwater down through
the house to the basement, contributing
to mustiness in the basement.
Some chimneys
have caps but are
missing screens.
This can allow birds
and other animals
to get inside.
Gap in crown
Another potential
problem is from poorly maintained
masonry crowns that develop cracks
and holes. Some caps are made to cover
the crown completely, eliminating this
concern.
Other chimneys
are abandoned and
capped. Abandoned
chimneys still need
to be maintained
because if the
brick and mortar
deteriorate, the
chimney becomes a
Amateur sealing job
route for rainwater
to leak into the house. Finally, where a
chimney meets the roof, flashing may
need to be re-caulked.

Do you see this
little hatch in the
bottom of your
chimney? It’s ye
olde ash cleanout
Cleanout door
door. Open it and
a pile of damp dirt
will likely fall out.
Clean it out and
your basement may
feel fresher. Wear
a dust mask! Don’t
disturb the vent
from the furnace
Debris clogging
which may go into
cleanout
the chimney above
the hatch. Keep this hatch accessible for
maintenance and inspection.
The single family
housing stock in
Corktown includes
numerous old
rowhouses, with
some pockets of
new housing. The
19th century
older homes often
“Owner’s Manual”
still have chimneys
in various states of disrepair, while the
new ones usually do not have brick
chimneys.
Chimneys are a relic from our past.
Most are becoming obsolete, although
there are a few wood-burning fireplaces
around. Though they are no longer
being used, old chimneys will need
to be maintained as long as our brick
and mortar houses are standing. Often,
houses are inspected as part of a real
estate transaction. If a recent inspection
report is not available, a homeowner
may consider having an inspection
done to uncover problems that should
be addressed, including the condition of
any chimneys.
Originally published at
www.meticulousinspections.ca.
All photographs taken by Lisa Simkins.
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