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BIXI Bikes

The BIXI bike station in south Corktown Photo by Alex Bartlett 

The Future for Sustainable  
and Flexible Personal 

Transportation in Corktown?
By Alex Bartlett with thanks to Michel Philibert and 

Marie-Hélène Houle of PBSC Urban Solutions

It’s been a year since the BIXI Bike sharing system was launched in Toronto and 
out of 80 bike sharing stations in total, one is located in Corktown on the west side 
of Trinity street just north of the Distillery District.

BIXI Bikes is the responsibility of PBSC Urban Solutions from Montreal who were tasked to implement, manage and further 
develop and promote the BIXI Bike System. As a result they’re now responsible for over 14,600 bikes, 1,135 stations and 300,000 
users in cities throughout the world such as Montreal, Toronto, London, Washington and Melbourne.
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Do Yoga. Drink Water. Have Dessert 

The beauty of the BIXI system is simplicity, adaptability and portability. The bike 
stations run on solar power and wireless communications with the network hub. As 
a result no excavation or preparatory work to bring in electrical or telephone lines is 
required to install a BIXI bike station. This allows BIXI bike stations to be expanded 
or relocated quickly and easily. This technological independence also allows BIXI 
stations to be easily integrated into new cities that may have different types of 
electrical and communications infrastructure in place. BIXI bikes and the bike 
stations are also designed to be used year round in extreme climates including the 
tough winter conditions common in Montreal and Toronto.

The Toronto BIXI network has approximately 5,000 members and 80 stations. 
The City of Toronto has funded the implementation of the BIXI network through 
a guaranteed loan but the system is funded through corporate sponsorship and 
member fees. Any future expansion of the BIXI coverage area for Toronto will 
need City Council approval. Council will need to approve the release of additional 
funding and approve the locations of new stations. 

To become a BIXI member you must be 18 or older, able to register with a credit card 
and pay either a yearly fee of $95 plus tax or a monthly fee of $40 plus tax. For shorter 
rental times it’s possible, with a security deposit, to purchase 24- or 72-hour passes 
for access to BIXI bikes, which is an invaluable service for tourists who would like 
to cycle around the city. The first half-hour trip is always free and you don’t have to 
return the bike to the same station you took it from. The next 30 minutes cost $1.50 
and then $4 for the next half hour with any subsequent blocks of 30 minutes costing 
$8.00 each until you reach the 24 hour maximum time allowed for any one use. 

Corktown would like to see BIXI bike stations more centrally 
located in our community as well.

BIXI bikes are clearly designed to be economical for short trips that are less than 
an hour or two in duration. BIXI members are actually encouraged to use the bikes 
to commute to and from work. To prevent bikes accumulating in one area BIXI has 
a “rebalancing team” that moves bikes around to other stations. If you arrive at a 
station to return a bike and it’s full, you’ll have an extra 15 minutes to find another 
station. The full-up station will indicate to the user the nearest empty station. 
There are also secondary applications for smart phones like Biximo or Spotcycle 
that use BIXI data to show the availability of bikes. The BIXI website also has this 
information, making it easy to plan a trip within the city around various BIXI 
stations, Autoshare car locations, mass transit and various landmarks.

You’ll have to provide your own lock and helmet to get the most out of using BIXI 
bikes safely and securely. As an added bonus BIXI does provide access to free Can-
bike courses for its members so that they have the opportunity to learn important 
road safety tips as well as practical cycling instruction.

Using a BIXI bike may not be as convenient as having your own bike and the shorter 
trip times and finite number of stations may also be inconvenient to some, however, 
having access to hundreds of bikes throughout the city that are well maintained 
and convenient to access for under $100.00 per year truly is a remarkable bargain. 
Add to this freedom from bike maintenance and flat tire repairs and BIXI could be 
the perfect form of alternative urban transportation as well as a great asset for out of 
town guests who want to get around Toronto on their own.
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Fusilli Ristorante: Three Decades in Corktown
A conversation with restaurateur Giuseppe Pelligra
by Diana Aird

In 1988, before Giuseppe Pelligra opened Fusilli Ristorante at 
531 Queen Street East, he painted the exterior of the restaurant 
white and washed all the windows. Corktown was a darker, 
rougher neighbourhood when it opened, Pelligra explained. 
Most of the buildings were dark colours. The street lights 
were dimmer. Businesses didn’t decorate their entrances 
with flowers the way they do now. Painting the restaurant 
white made it stand out and Pelligra believes the clean 
exterior has contributed to Fusilli not being subjected to any 
crime or vandalism over the years. “If they don’t take care of 
their places, what do they want?” he asks of businesses that 
complained about the condition of the neighbourhood. 

Twenty-five years later, Fusilli continues 
to provide a unique and charming 
atmosphere in which to enjoy delicious 
Southern Italian meals.

Pelligra was born in Toronto but raised in Pachino, a small 
town in Sicily. He moved back to Toronto in 1983 in pursuit of 
two things: employment and his future wife Cora, a girl from 
Toronto who Pelligra met while she was visiting family in 
Pachino. Pelligra learned the restaurant business by working 
his way from busboy and dishwasher to manager in an Italian 
restaurant at Avenue Road and Lawrence. In 1987, once he had 
saved enough money for a down payment, he bought a pizzeria 
at 531 Queen Street E. with an apartment upstairs for him, his 
wife and future family. When asked why he chose to open a 
restaurant in Corktown, Pelligra says he has trouble putting it 
into words. Simply put, he felt like he belonged here.

Since opening his doors in 1988, Pelligra has seen changes 
in Corktown firsthand. He recalls the early years when his 
restaurant was always full at lunch. During the day, the 
restaurant was kept busy by a steady stream of employees from 
the nearby CBC building at 90 Sumach, and several production 
companies that used to operate in the neighbourhood. 

Over time, the lunch business slowed down as changes in the 
economy caused companies to close or relocate to areas with 
less expensive rent. In the early years, the restaurant was not 
as busy in the evenings. The street was virtually empty after 
dark. It was not a desirable area to walk around at night. The 
early ‘90s was a difficult time for the restaurant. 

In the ‘90s, the neighbourhood was in a period of transition as 
factories and production companies gave way to residential 
lofts. New street lights were installed and the street became 
more pedestrian friendly. Throughout the nineties and 2000s, 
Fusilli developed a steady dinner crowd and Pelligra is pleased 
to have many regulars amongst his customers. He predicts 
continued growth in the area and believes the influx of new 
condos will bring more restaurants, bars and cafés, and of 
course, new customers looking forward to a freshly prepared 
Italian meal. Pelligra describes the local residents as easy going 
and easy to connect with. The same can be said for Pelligra, 
who is a gregarious, unpretentious and gracious host. One of 
his favourite aspects of his business is the opportunity to get 
to know interesting customers from the neighbourhood. 

One thing that has not changed over the years is Fusilli’s 
focus on traditional Southern Italian cooking. Pelligra’s 
Fusilli Salmone, Fettuccine Al Pollo, and Spaghetti Pescatore 
have been on the menu since Day One and are long standing 
favourites. Pelligra’s wife, Cora continues to make the tiramisu 
which Pelligra describes as the best available. He offers daily 
features and does not hesitate to tailor his menu for groups and 
catering. “This is my life,” Pelligra says happily.



The Corktowner 4

Corktown 
Mission 
Statement
The Corktown Residents and Business 
Association exists to enhance the 
quality of residential and business life, 
to promote and market Corktown and 
to act as a voice for the community.

Don’t miss 
any Corktown 
meetings!
Next meetings:

Sept., 4th, Oct., 2nd 
and Nov., 6th
The CRBA lines up speakers to keep 
us on track regarding on-going 
changes in the area, and new ways to 
deal with problems we often face on 
a daily basis. Bring your questions – 
bring your concerns – and speak up.

Our meetings begin at 7 p.m., first 
Tuesday of every month except for 
August. The meetings are held in 
the back room of the Dominion on 
Queen, at Queen St. and Sumach.

Latest updates
Corktown is online, please visit:

Website
www.corktown.ca

Forum
To join our GoogleGroup go to the 
bottom of the corktown.ca to sign-up
http://groups.google.com/group/corktown

Twitter
http://twitter.com/CorktownTO

email
info@corktown.ca

even & odd
A new design home décor boutique in Corktown

“I get a lot of customers asking me ‘why 
Corktown?’” says Carmen, owner of 
even & odd, a unique new design home 
décor boutique on Queen St. just east of 
Parliament. 

The answer is simple – 
“Corktown is a unique area 
with lots of great potential.”

 
What’s “even & odd” all about? Home 
décor and furniture represent one 
major area, vintage is another popular 
section and they also have a wide range 
of stylish, eclectic accessories and gifts, 
all at very reasonable prices. “We source 
from around the world” Carmen says. 
And it’s true. At even & odd, you’ll 
find a wide range of items including 
colourful recycled glass candle holders 
from Spain, soaps and kitchenware 
from France, vintage Danish dining 
chairs and writing desks and from 
Canada handmade pine crates and other 
distinctive pieces of furniture.

Because so many of Carmen’s customers 
are young and new home owners, 

demand for home accessories is huge. 
They have certain styles in mind and 
they’re clear about what they want.

“On our second day after opening,” she 
recalls, “a couple came in and bought 
a red wall clock within five minutes. I 
asked the woman if it was for their new 
home. Her husband answered ‘we moved 
in three years ago and she’s been looking 
for that wall clock ever since’. It’s a 
real thrill to know my shop can supply 
something that fits peoples’ tastes”. 

Customers nowadays prefer to shop in 
local small shops rather than big box 
stores, they’re looking for something 
that reflects their taste and style and 
they enjoy the treasure-hunting process. 
Since opening in May 2012, Carmen 
says feedback has been 100% positive 
and she couldn’t ask for anything more. 
“We’re all working hard to build a better 
community to live in, work in and laugh 
in. We’re glad we chose Corktown.” 

even & odd is open Tuesday to Saturday, 
noon to 7 p.m. and Sundays, noon to 6 
p.m. Drop by and say hello to Carmen 
at, 356 Queen Street East. 647-748-3800 
Website: www.evenandodd.ca
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Meatless In Corktown
by Francine Barry

Several years ago, Corktown vegetarians who wanted 
to eat locally were condescendingly offered “salad or 
pasta”. But since then there have been remarkable 
changes in the menus and number of local eateries.

A recent search for meatless meals produced some surprising finds. Fast food outlets 
Oriental Taste (329 Queen East) and Subway (344 Queen East) have many meatless 
items on their menus.

Figs, on Parliament just north of Queen, is an all-day breakfast place serving 
customized omelettes (goat’s cheese, artichokes, whatever you wish), and they are 
especially proud of their veggie eggs Benedict.

A long-time favourite at Gallery 402 (402 King East) has been the black bean 
quesadillas, and the veggie wraps, all homemade. 

For a small restaurant, River Towne Deli (510 Queen East) has a surprisingly large 
menu with a very good selection of vegetable and bean rotis, burritos and curries. 
Well worth a visit.

In my search for meat-free edibles, I stumbled upon three real surprises. No Bull 
Burgers at Queen and Parliament makes their own organic beef burgers, and is the 
last place I’d think of going for a veggie burger. But what a thrill to find not only a 
homemade quinoa burger on the menu (absolutely the best tasting burger I have ever 
eaten!), but they also do a veggie poutine, made with soy cheese.

The second unexpectedly good find was Keeffaa Coffee at 368 Queen East. Formerly 
a strictly Ethiopian food café, it is now a mix of western and traditional Ethiopian 
dishes. The veggie platter is beyond ordinary. They serve ful (ground fava bean) 
dishes and spicy kita firfir, all home made by the cheeriest little chef on the street.

The biggest surprise was Magic Oven at 360 Queen East When the restaurant first 
opened several years ago, they were known for wholesome pizzas. There is now a 
much larger menu focusing on really healthy, organic foods - vegetarian and vegan 
pizzas, salads made from beans and grains, and how about organic tofu fingers! The 
menu here just gets better and better!

There is wonderful food now in Corktown for herbivores. And 
carnivores, if you don’t at least give meat-free meals a try, you’re 
really missing out. 

It’s a great time to sample excellent vegetarian food in Corktown!
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Edna Dixon – The Woman Who Changed Toronto
by John Sewell

In 1953, Edna and Gus 
Dixon moved into the 
home they bought on 
what was once called 
Sydenham Street, across 
from the venerable 
Park School. It was a 
neighbourhood under 
substantial change.

Sydenham Street was being extended from 
Sumach east to River Street to provide 
a new thoroughfare into downtown. 
Sydenham would no longer be a sleepy cut-
off street, but a much widened roadway 
– and it would be renamed Shuter Street. 
The widened thoroughfare would eat up 
half the front yards of the houses on the 
south side of the street and take a similar 
swath from the school lawn. 

Regent Park North, from Dundas to 
Gerrard was under construction as the 
city’s first urban renewal project – total 
demolition followed by the construction 
of apartment buildings on a newly 
cleared open site without through roads. 

Plans were underway to redevelop Regent 
Park South, from Shuter/Sydenham 
north to Dundas, and that construction 
would begin a few years later.

Directly behind the houses on the south 
side of Shuter, the Rubin Corporation 
had assembled property, and by 1956 a 
very large red brick industrial building 
had risen to loom over the homes of the 
Dixons and their neighbours.

But Edna and Gus had a home they 
owned and could afford. Both were 
originally from the east coast – Edna 
from Prince Edward Island, Gus from 
Nova Scotia - but Toronto was where 

they met and it was now home. It was 
here, in this house, that they intended 
to raise their three children. Gus was 
employed as a welder; Edna looked after 
the children and the house. 

Gus was a union man, involved with 
the United Electrical workers, and 
that led him to some involvement in 
local politics and supporting several 
candidates who ran for city council. 
Edna did not have that experience: she 
seemed shy, and sometimes cynical, but 
she was very observant and paid close 
attention to things that were happening. 
She realized in the mid-1960s that the 
city had designs on her neighbourhood: 
the city wanted to demolish their homes 
and extend Regent Park south to Queen 
Street, from Parliament to River Street. 

The city’s idea of urban renewal was that 
the best way to deal with slums was to tear 
them down and start over with a more 
contemporary form of housing. That’s 
what had happened in Regent North, then 
Regent South, and by the mid-1960s in 
Alexander Park (west of Spadina, south 
of Dundas) and in Don Mount (east of the 
Don River, between Queen and Dundas.) 
It meant not only disruption, it also meant 
that homeowners were expropriated by 
the City and were being offered about 70% 
of the assessed value of their homes – an 
assessment made by the City itself. 

Corktown Characters
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Edna began looking into what the city proposed for her 
community. She began to read city staff documents that were 
being considered by city council. She quickly realized that the 
city would be taking her property and then selling it at a loss 
to the Rubin Corporation. 

As well, there were some houses in the area – particularly 
on Trefann Street and Tracy Street – which were in very bad 
repair: the city did not seem willing to enforce bylaws against 
the slum landlords who owned them, and it looked as though 
those owners would be bought out. None of this seemed right.

As a first step to implement the urban renewal plan, the 
city hired a community liaison officer, Marjaleena Repo-
Davis in 1966. She began talking with residents, and Edna’s 
voice loomed large: this was not a plan that would help the 
residents and businesses in the area, which the city called 
Trefann Court. Marjaleena helped Edna and others convene a 
few meetings, and she also helped three people interested in 
working with local residents – Sarah Spink, Wolfe Erlichman, 
and John Sewell – to get involved. All three believed in the 
new radical idea from United States, citizen participation, and 
wanted to help these residents speak up for themselves. 

So began the four year fight over the city’s urban renewal 
plans for the land from Parliament to River Street, Queen 
to Shuter. Edna was the brains behind the struggle: sorting 
out an avalanche of information from the city; ensuring 
that consultation happened with all interests in the area 
– homeowners, tenants, and businesses; writing regular 
newsletters to keep everyone informed; helping set goals; 
establishing strategy. Cigarette in hand, a cup of instant coffee 
at her elbow, Edna would keep things on track. 

It was a messy and complicated fight. Edna realized that the 
neighbourhood had to be improved in various ways, but city 
politicians were convinced the neighbourhood had to be 
destroyed and a new start made. There were tensions between 
residents in the area: some thought their interests would never 
be protected and wanted to make personal side deals with the 
city, but Edna knew that this was the city’s strategy to break 
the opposition. The expropriation law favoured the city and 
prejudiced homeowners. The city didn’t believe that the advice 
of local residents – particularly those living in a poor part of 
the city – was ever as good as advice city staff gave, and city 
staff wanted urban renewal. 

There were many meetings in the area as residents tried to 
work things out among themselves, trying to find agreement. 
There were demonstrations at city hall, and frequent 
attendances to make deputations at meetings. There were 
many briefs and letters prepared. Edna was at the centre of it 
all – steady in her opinions, smart in her strategies, brilliant in 
her ability to digest information. 

The results came in February 1970. The city had called a meeting 
in the area to talk about the future of the urban renewal plan. 
Just two months before, the ward had elected two new aldermen, 
Karl Jaffary and John Sewell, and most city councillors thought 
this meeting would show how divided Trefann Court was, 
how idealistic the new two councillors were, and why it was 
necessary for the city staff to show a firm hand and proceed with 
the plan to expropriate and demolish. But the meeting produced 
a surprise: a 13-point agreement was read out that had the assent 
of the homeowners, the tenants and the businesses: they all 
wanted to create a new plan for the area, one that would protect 
all interests, that would keep the good things in the community 
and replace the things which dragged the area down. They asked 
that a working committee representing all interests be formed, 
and that the City hire a planner agreed to by the working 
committee to help create the new plan. 

The City agreed with this innovative process. Planner Howard 
Cohen from Winnipeg was hired, and he produced a draft plan 
by the fall of 1971. It called for retaining all the houses that were 
in good repair, and building new housing for sale or rent in 
place of structures that were in too bad condition to be repaired. 
It called for retaining many of the businesses and shops in the 
area. The plan had the agreement of people in Toronto, and it 
quickly received the support of all levels of government. 

This was the start in Toronto of the idea that 
neighbourhoods should be protected and 
enhanced, not destroyed. 

It was the start of citizen participation in this city, with 
residents involved directly in decision-making; with planners 
working directly in neighbourhoods rather than at city hall; 
with the addition of non-profit housing in neighbourhoods to 
ensure there is always a good mix of incomes. It was also the 
death of urban renewal in Canada: the federal government 
decided it would no longer support the idea of `slum clearance.’ 

Edna Dixon was at the centre of all these changes. She continued 
working on Trefann issues as the plan was implemented over 
the next decade. She never sought the limelight, and it was hard 
to know how she might best be recognized for the critical role 
she played in changing the way city leaders thought about 
neighbourhoods and the city. It was not until after her death in 
the late 1980s that it was agreed that a small building for senior 
citizens at 540 Queen Street East near River Street should be 
named after her - the Edna Dixon Apartments. That’s a small 
legacy for a very important woman. 

John Sewell worked as a community organizer in Trefann Court from 
1966 to 1969, before being elected to Toronto City Council where he 
served as alderman until 1984, and mayor, 1979 to 1980.
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Life Too Short for Beige at Ethel
By Shauntelle LeBlanc, owner of Ethel - 20th Century Living, 327 Queen St. East

When people walk 
into my store, odds are 
they’re going to say one 
of two things. “Oh, my 
grandmother had this!”  
or “Are you Ethel?”

Truth be told, in a way I am. I’ve always 
thought Ethel is that fun loving aunt 
that everyone has. You know, the one 
who wears pearls no matter what, who 
has an amazing collection of hats, who 
loves to collect vintage cocktail glasses 
(and use them!), who wears bright pink 
lipstick with everything and who isn’t 
afraid to speak her mind.

I’m a little bit like that. While I don’t 
wear pearls every day, and I only wear 
pink lipstick when wearing vintage 
Hawaiian dresses, I do have a lot of 
interesting collections (vintage Norelco 

& Remington electric shavers and 
bowling trophies from the 1950s, to name 
but a few), I surround myself with great 
vintage modern design and I live by the 
motto “Life is Too Short for Beige” which 
is proudly emblazoned on Ethel-20th 
Century Living’s storefront window. I’m 
an interior designer by training, but my 
passion is vintage furniture.

I like to rescue it and find it a 
good home.

So in the spring of 2009 I quit designing 
banks and chain restaurants and dove 
headfirst into retailing. 

I joke with my customers that my little 
shop is an adoption agency for furniture. 
Sometimes, in order to find furniture 
its ‘forever home,’ we must reinvent 
it first, so we call upon our favourite 
upholsterer, Lisa-Jo Moore of Princess 
Perfect. Sometimes, our choice of fabric 

is a little wild for most folks, but I know 
there’s a buyer for everything. Other 
times, all that’s needed is a little teak oil 
and elbow grease.

After helping to establish “Retro Row” 
in Leslieville 14 years ago, Ethel was 
starting to show her age. I bought the 
business from the original owners 
(which is another reason my name 
isn’t Ethel!), and I worked hard at re-
establishing Ethel’s brand as a store for 
good vintage modern furniture, lighting 
and accessories. I looked for affordable 
vintage and made sure what I picked for 
the store would be good value for my 
customers, since if it’s lasted 50 years, it’ll 
last YOU 50 years! I continue to ensure 
that the pieces I bring into the store come 
from clean homes; in other words, I don’t 
buy from the back of trucks!

After three years of running the store 
in the same space, it was time for a new 
adventure: Leslieville had all the vintage 
furniture it needed. We wanted our new 
home to be something we could make 
our own. 

We looked at a few neighborhoods, 
including the Junction, Gerrard and 
Jones and even the Beach, but something 
kept us coming back to Corktown: it’s 
not too far from where Ethel got her 
start, so our old customers can still find 
us, plus Corktown has a lot of exciting 
new condo developments popping up, 
and every one of those new owners will 
need a coffee table! Or maybe a lamp?

Since moving here in May 2012, 
Ethel has really come into her own. It 
would’ve been safe to stay in Leslieville, 
but we like a challenge. And if you’re 
challenged by just how to add colour and 
vintage fun into your personal space or 
even your small business, come and call 
on us at 327 Queen St. East, a few doors 
west of Parliament. Why? Because life is 
too short for beige!”Walk inside and discover the vintage lifestyle. 
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Kim’s Convenience
A Theatre Review 
by Marien Breen, CRBA Board Member

I thoroughly enjoyed watching “Kim’s 
Convenience” at the Soulpepper theatre 
(Young Centre for the Performing Arts). 
This was the second time Soulpepper 
ran the play as it was so popular the first 
time around. Ins Choi wrote the play and 
also acted in it as the son. It is loosely 
based on both his father’s experience 
as a Korean man who moved to Canada 
at the end of World War II, and also the 
Biblical story of the Prodigal Son. 

The play opened with the stage set 
exactly like the inside of a convenience 
store set in Regent Park. It was stocked 
with supplies and we even heard street 
noises on the soundtrack, which made 
it seem more realistic. I liked how 
Mr. Kim the storekeeper opened up 
his shop while humming hymns and 
then interacting with each customer. 
Although his English wasn’t good, he 
seemed to understand and get by. He 
had many prejudices because of the war 
but he also had hopes and dreams of the 
future for his family and the store.

Mr. Kim wanted his son to take over the 
store when he retired but the son had 
run away many years earlier. He asked 
the daughter to do it but she wanted to 
be a photographer. He also had dreams 
of her getting married and having 
children. There were many funny scenes 
such as the one where he practically 
forced her date to marry her. However, 
the son came back and offered to take 
over his father’s legacy. They realized 
that with all the changes that would 
come to Regent Park, people would still 
need a local store.

When Kim’s Convenience opened at the 
Toronto Fringe Festival in 2011, it won 
the Best New Play award and Patron’s 
Pick. It is Ins Choi’s first play and I found 
it to be funny, touching and relevant to 
us today. I’d recommend it to anyone.

Wild Blueberry Buckle
By Andrew Starling, chef – www.starlingcafe.com

Returning home from a vacation in Nova 
Scotia, I was left with a hint of sadness 
at leaving a very beautiful part of the 
world. The air is clean, the water is a 
brilliant blue and the forests are emerald 
green. Sometimes you just have to leave 
the big smoke and get some perspective.

Aside from seafood, blueberries are 
abundant in Nova Scotia. Staying at 
a friend’s house in Fall River, I went 
walking beside a small forest, where 
wild blueberry bushes were growing on 
the rocks. Picking the berries on the low-
bush plants is hard work. There are also 
high-bush berries that are bigger and 
easier to pick, which tend to be the ones 
we get in the supermarket. The wild 
berries are generally smaller and more 
intense in flavour.

While I was picking the berries, there 
was a small red squirrel chattering 
away on a branch above me, perhaps 
indignant that an interloper was taking 
his berry stash. The final tally was two 
and a half cups of blueberries-- enough 
for a classic Nova Scotia dessert.

Pick up some berries at  
the market and give  
Wild Blueberry Buckle a try!

Ingredients
6 tbsp butter
1/2 cup sugar
2 eggs
2 tbsp yogurt
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 cup all-purpose flour
1/4 tsp salt
1/2 tsp baking powder
2 1/2 cups wild blueberries

Topping
3 tbsp cold butter
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup flour

Method
Preheat the oven to 350°F. Line an 8” by 
8” baking pan with parchment paper. 
Cream the butter and sugar, then add 
the eggs, yogurt and vanilla extract. Mix 
them well.

In another bowl mix the flour, salt 
and baking powder. Stir into the wet 
ingredients. Put the batter into the 
lined cake pan. Put the berries on top of 
the cake batter, pressing the berries in 
slightly.

For the topping, cut the cold butter into 
the flour and sugar to form a coarse 
mixture that looks like small pebbles. 
Sprinkle on top of the berries.

Bake for about 40 minutes. Test the 
centre of the cake with a toothpick 
or skewer to make sure it has cooked 
through.

Blueberry Buckle is great on a hot 
summer day with ice cream or a dollop 
of vanilla yogurt. It certainly evokes 
memories of Nova Scotia for me.
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Join the Corktown 
Residents and 
Business Association
351 Queen Street East
P.O Box 82522, Toronto ON, M5A 1T8
E-mail: info@corktown.ca

Membership Categories and Rates

 $12 Resident
 $6 Senior/Student/Unemployed
 $24 Business

Member Information

Resident’s Name

Company Name (if applicable)

Address

Postal Code

Phone | Home

Phone | Business

E-mail

Category of Membership Requested 
and Amount Enclosed

 $12 Resident

 $6 Senior/Student/Unemployed

 $24 Business

Important Notice
Please mail this completed form to the above address. 
Corktown board meetings are held at 7:00 p.m., on the first 
Tuesday of every month except August, in the back-room 
of the Dominion on Queen at Queen & Sumach. Come out 
and support your community. All residents and business 
owners are welcome.

Advertisements

338 Queen St. E @Parliament

Fine furnishings
Decorative Accessories
Gift Boutique/Parfumerie
Selected Artisanry
Steeped and Infused Tea Bar
info@adornmentsonqueen.com 
www.adornmentsonqueen.com
416 955 4791 Tu-Fr 11-7, S-S to 5

Adornments on Queen
Affordable elegance

DOWNTOWN BRAKE & EXHAUST SPECIALIST INC.

CAMERON YOUNG
THE BOSS

475 King Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5A 1L6
Tel: 416.861.9511   Fax: 416.861.0510

TALK TO THE BOSS

Meet Pam McConnell
Join our regular Corktown 
Meeting on November 6th

Since 1982, Pam McConnell has served the residents in 
downtown Toronto, first as a school trustee for 12 years and 
now as the City Councillor for Ward 28. Pam has focussed 
her public service on working with residents and groups to 
build communities for Torontonians. 

After living for almost 40 years in Cabbagetown, Pam and 
her family recently moved into the newly revitalized Regent 
Park area. The Corktown community welcomes Pam to our 
November meeting. Come share you thoughts!
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Is the King Street East Design District  
the Key to Revitalizing Corktown Retail?
by Kara Isert

Maps of the King Street East Design 
District show that design businesses are 
clustered along King Street from Jarvis 
to Parliament. We’ve noticed, however, 
that the Design District map no longer 
falls off at Parliament. Furniture stores 
and showrooms are moving further east 
toward River Street and some are also 
locating off King onto Eastern, Adelaide 
and Richmond Streets. 

To better understand why design shops 
are moving eastward, I walked through 
Corktown and visited some of these 
establishments to learn why they located 
here. Not surprisingly, most of it is due 
to the more affordable rents and the 
availability of suitable retail space. 

Last year, studio b and plan b moved 
from the corner of King and Parliament 
further into Corktown to a new home 
in the old Ritchies auction house space 
at 380 King St. Studio b will be joined 
by another high-end design business 
across the street from its showroom 
when Italinteriors Contract opens in 
the building being constructed for it. 
Italinteriors Contract is a sister business to 
Italinteriors, located at King and Berkeley, 
also owned by members of the Trevisan 
family and focused “on the furniture 
needs of the corporate world”. 

When showrooms such as studio b, and 
Italinteriors began locating along King 
Street near Parliament in the mid 1980s, 
they chose the location because it was 
convenient, close to corporate customers 
and had less expensive rents. At that 
time, the neighbourhood around King 
and Parliament was quite seedy, better 
known for street drugs and hookers than 
for great shopping. Further along King, 
east of Parliament, was a retail no-man’s 
land.

This area has changed dramatically 
over the past 25 years. The presence 
of the design showrooms is one of the 
factors that helped push out drug dealers 
and prostitutes while bringing other 
retailers, restaurants and more desirable 
tenants in. Now the King East Design 
District is a destination for individuals 
and developers from all over the GTA 
who are looking to furnish homes and 
offices. Since the area is so desirable, 
rents have increased. This, in turn, 
means that some businesses are moving 
further east. Past Parliament there are 
buildings available to buy or lease as 
well as lots open for redevelopment. 

Design-related businesses are also 
moving onto Queen near Parliament. 
Although Queen and King Streets meet 
at the Don River making the distance 
between them very short, Queen Street 
is still quite separate from the King East 
Design District. The businesses around 
Queen and Parliament have more of a 
focus on accessories, small furnishings 
and cool vintage. For example, joining 
established businesses at Queen and 
Parliament such as Marty Millionaire 
and Adornments on Queen are Ethel 20th 
Century Living, and Even & Odd.

Eventually, the design district could 
encompass the Corktown section of 
Queen Street East. The new stores along 
Queen East that complement existing 
businesses are a welcome addition and 
will help build that stretch. However, 
many empty and unkempt buildings, 
along with the lack of a major draw to 
bring design shoppers up from King 
Street, mean that developing the Queen 
East retail may take a bit longer. 

David Beaton, the owner of studio b 
and plan b, posits that design stores 
are good for neighbourhoods. And it’s 

hard to disagree with his argument 
that design showrooms help build 
neighbourhoods because they are 
environmentally clean businesses, 
quiet and invest in beautifying their 
buildings and sidewalks. Big showrooms 
do not tend to rely on pedestrian foot 
traffic but instead bring customers 
into the neighbourhood. Once there, 
opportunities exist for other retailers 
and services to sell to those customers 
and for complementary businesses such 
as restaurants, art shops, bakeries or 
pharmacies to open and thrive. 

The eastern end of King Street has a 
number of new retail spaces on the 
ground floors of new condo buildings. 
More will be coming with the Toronto 
Community Housing seniors’ building 
under construction at King and St. 
Lawrence. So far, the new retail spaces 
either have car showrooms or sit empty. 
But as the condo dwellers move in, 
bringing more potential shoppers, and 
as the design businesses lure more of 
their customers eastwards, this will 
change and the storefronts will get 
leased. The question is: what kinds of 
businesses will move in? 

We can hope that the endorsement 
of Corktown by Italinteriors Contract, 
studio b, and other design businesses 
will encourage similar development to 
that seen along King east of Jarvis over 
the past 25 years. This is also similar 
to Queen West between Bathurst and 
Ossington over the past 15 years. As 
a few specialized shops moved in, 
they were followed by a variety of 
independent and small chain stores, 
restaurants and services that cater to 
the local residents as well as the visiting 
shoppers. Let’s hope that the King East 
Design District soon extends from Jarvis 
all the way to River Street.


