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Revitalization Report
by Jonathan Goode, CRBA Development Committee

In Early April, a group of students from the Ryerson University School of 
Urban and Regional Planning submitted their report to the Corktown Residents 
and Businesses Association encompassing their ideas for the revitalization of 
our neighborhood.

Serving your community from Berkeley Street to the Don River, Shuter Street to Lakeshore Boulevard
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Advertisement The Corktown Revitalization Plan included a number of creative concepts 
for the future of Corktown which will undoubtedly assist us as we move 
forwards towards a revitalized and fresh outlook for the community of 
Corktown. The finished Report outlined several short, medium and long-term 
neighborhood improvements for the CRBA’s consideration. For those who 
didn’t attend the meeting last month, the following is a quick summation 
from their Report. 

Near Term
The Report recommended that Corktown residents and businesses take 
advantage of Heritage funding and strongly urged that consideration be given 
to either reviving the Historic Queen Street East Business Improvement Area 
or creating a new BIA exclusive to the boundaries of Corktown.

Mid Term
The Report recommended that Corktown consider several site specific 
improvements in the heart of our neighborhood. Included in the list is the 
‘Corktown Corners’ concept at the intersection of Queen and Sumach which 
was first proposed by the CRBA in their 2010 Corktown Vision Presentation. 
The Report recognizes the intersection as a critical junction in our 
community and one which has much potential for streetscape improvements 
such as the elimination of boulevard parking and the introduction of 
more (and better) street planters and possible patio space. The Report also 
recognized the need for more street tree planting along Trefann and Power 
Streets together with improvements to existing park spaces.

Long Term
The Report recommends that Corktowners work together in the areas of 
cultural planning, neighborhood beautification, and community involvement 
to ensure that Corktown continues to develop as a vibrant urban community.

Other Considerations
The Report also included interesting demographic information on Corktown, 
together with projections on population growth. According to the authors, 
natural demographic growth and increased development could increase the 
number of Corktowners by almost 50% in the next 15 years! In addition, the 
Ryerson students compiled a very useful list of funding sources which the 
CRBA and individual Corktown Residents can use to identify and apply for 
applicable grants in a wide range of areas including graffiti abatement and 
façade improvements.

The Ryerson student presentation to Corktown
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It’s All About the Cubes
by Martin Trainor, CRBA member and Cube Resident 

Drivers coming off the Don Valley Parkway are greeted by the sight of what 
looks like a cluster of large green tilted boxes suspended by the highway. A 
surprise to visitors, this is a common and recognized landmark on the eastern 
gateway to downtown Toronto. The tall green cubic structure has been a source 
of wonder since being erected in 1996. Though familiar, The Cubes are still a 
mystery to many locals, who are further surprised to find that they are occupied.

A view of the cubes from Eastern Avenue

Nestled in the crux of Eastern and 
Richmond Streets, and with the 
Adelaide flyover adjacent to the 
upper floors, The Cubes are home to 
a long-time resident, Martin Trainor, 
a video journalist and producer for 
network television. – ”The Cubes are 
a magical place, they have moods and 
nooks where you can almost feel that 
you are inside a pyramid”.

There are three cubes, each supported 
by a single pole which goes right 
through to the floor of the upper 
level. The combination of three poles 
becomes a tripod upon which the 

whole structure is suspended. The 
Cubes were built to demonstrate that 
affordable housing could be built on 
derelict land and on small, hard-to-
develop spaces in the city core. They 
perch on the single column, taking 
up little ground space and thus 
reducing a major factor in the high 
cost of housing - land.

Inspired by Piet Blom’s cube structures 
in Rotterdam, where there are dozens, 
architect Ben Kutner and partner Jeff 
Brown, licensed the plans to build 
their version of the Blom design. This 
was suppose to be the demo model for 

future customers but Toronto buyers 
were not ready for the futuristic 
concept. Now, with energy being a 
major concern, eco-cube structures 
may be made self-sufficient due to the 
abundance of sun-facing roof area.

The cubes measure 24 feet square (42 
feet from point to point) and provide 
1,200 to 1,500 square feet of floor 
space on two to three levels: a 350 
square-foot lower level, a 600 square-
foot middle level and in one of the 
Sumach cubes, a 150 square-foot sky 
level with spiral staircase. The furnace 
and electrical power source are in the 
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Join the Corktown 
Residents and 
Business Association
463 King St. East, Toronto, ON, M5A 1L6
E-mail: info@corktown.ca

Membership Categories and Rates

 $12 Resident
 $6 Senior/Student/Unemployed
 $24 Business

Member Information

Resident’s Name

Company Name (if applicable)

Address

Postal Code

Phone | Home

Phone | Business

E-mail

Category of Membership Requested 
and Amount Enclosed

 $12 Resident

 $6 Senior/Student/Unemployed

 $24 Business

Important Notice
Please mail this completed form to the above address. 
Corktown board meetings are held at 7:00 p.m., on 
the first Tuesday of every month except August, in 
the back-room of the Dominion on Queen at Queen & 
Sumach. Come out and support your community. All 
residents and business owners are welcome.

Lighting up the cube’s interior

lower point of the cube. No, the floors are not on an angle, 
but the canted walls also give the illusion of more space.

With the two-floor model, the pyramid ceiling is a major 
attraction. The summer bedroom is on the upper floor 
with the extended ceiling and three groups of skylights 
streaming in the morning sun, however in winter the 
bedroom is the cosy lower floor which can be heated more 
efficiently. – “It’s a great place to live, I feel very connected 
to the sky and land around here”. Each cube has two 
bathrooms and there is a shared balcony, once you ascend 
the entrance stairs to where the separate cubes begin.

The Cubes were supposed to be part of an energy self-
sufficient community consisting of seven modules. They 
were intended to be taken apart, moved to the port lands 
and incorporated into a larger affordable housing project 
of hundreds of cubes. These modular forms can be used 
for a variety of purposes, from residential to commercial.
The Sumach Street site also has business tenants, much to 
the delight of their clients.

Hopefully soon the Toronto Cubes will be twinned with 
the Rotterdam Cubes to establish a communications link 
such as a live video screen to be viewed in the dedicated 
Dutch museum-cube. With the changing area around 
Corktown, and PanAm Games arriving The Cube area 
could be a destination featuring kinetic art, and perhaps 
an outdoor theatre.

For the past several years, efforts have been made to involve 
the lower Sumach Street neighbours, with community 
gardens, and litter-pick up. The constant sun exposure in 
the front lawn is ideal for veggies and the flower display, 
themed in triangles. As Underpass Park is developing, this 
patch just could one day be the Cube Triangle Park.
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Advertise in  
The Corktowner!
Buy Three Ads – 
Get One Free!
The Corktowner – recently 
redesigned by a few industrious 
members on your CRBA Board – is 
published quarterly, and distributed 
to all homes and businesses 
within the Corktown area which 
spans from the DVP on the east, to 
Berkeley St. on the west; and from 
the south side of Shuter St. down to 
Front Street. 

Distribution is approximately 
2,200 – and growing quickly – as 
more new residents and businesses 
are drawn to this vital and quickly-
expanding area of downtown. 

In order for any community to 
thrive, it’s vital to promote our 
businesses and services within 
so that residents can make an 
informed decision to Shop Local. 

Why not promote your business in 
the next issue of The Corktowner? 
Costs are reasonable and here’s the 
best part – buy three ads, you’ll get 
the fourth one free of charge!

Advertising subscriptions are 
now available! Contact info@
corktown.ca to advertise with us.

Please Note
Residents and business owners 
are encouraged to submit articles 
of interest for publication in the 
newsletter. Submit your articles 
for The Corktowner to: info@
corktown.ca. All submissions may 
be subject to editing.

Corktown 
Mission 
Statement
The Corktown Residents and Business 
Association exists to enhance the 
quality of residential and business life, 
to promote and market Corktown and 
to act as a voice for the community.

Don’t miss 
any Corktown 
meetings!
Next meetings:

June 7th and July 5th

The CRBA lines up speakers to keep 
us on track regarding on-going 
changes in the area, and new ways to 
deal with problems we often face on 
a daily basis. Bring your questions – 
bring your concerns – and speak up.

Our meetings begin at 7 p.m., first 
Tuesday of every month except for 
August. The meetings are held in 
the back room of the Dominion on 
Queen, at Queen St. and Sumach.

Latest Updates
Corktown is online, please visit:

Website
www.corktown.ca

Forum
http://groups.google.com/group/corktown

Twitter
http://twitter.com/CorktownTO

email
info@corktown.ca

Advertisement
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‘Ford Nation’ and Corktown
How Toronto’s new mayor may impact our community
by Matt Elliott, resident Corktowner and political writer at www.FordForToronto.com

A month after he was 
sworn in as the 64th 
Mayor of Toronto,  
Rob Ford paid a visit to 
Corktown. 

Early in the morning on New 
Year’s Day, he posed beside a car 
on display at the Toronto Dodge 
Chrysler dealership near the corner 
of Parliament and Front Street East. 
Flanked by representatives from the 
Canadian Automobile Association, 
he held a vanity license plate reading 
“NO CAR TAX” and it was repealed 
that very same day.

Ford is a tremendously controversial 
figure in our city. Regardless of 
their political bent, residents across 
Toronto can agree that our new 
mayor is unlike anything we’ve seen 
before. The mayor’s first few months 
in office have been characterized 
by quick action on what he defined 
as key issues: repealing the vehicle 
registration tax, killing plans for 
on-street rail public transit, limiting 
councillor expenses, the privatization 
of garbage, and ultimately reducing 
the size of the city government.

Like other downtown wards, Ward 
28 didn’t show Ford a lot of love on 
voting day. He was defeated in our 
ward by a margin of nearly three to one 
by rival George Smitherman And since 

taking office and when not absent, area 
councillor Pam McConnell has voted 
against every one of the mayor’s 
major agenda items.

This relative lack of local popularity, 
coupled with the mayor’s ambitious 
agenda for cost reduction, has left 
many wondering how the new 
administration at city hall will impact 
the Corktown neighbourhood. As a 
part of quickly changing Ward, there 
are numerous developments in the 
area planned to begin construction 
within the next few years. 

Media-shy Ford hasn’t directly 
commented on many of the city-
directed projects and initiatives 
planned for Corktown, but comments 
made by allies like his brother – 
Councillor Doug Ford – and reports 
from city hall insiders can give us a 
pretty good idea on what to expect.

 OP-ED 

Toronto 2015 Pan/ 
Parapan American Games
Plans continue to locate the athlete’s 
village for the 2015 games in the 
new West Don Lands development. 
In early January, Ford was said to be 
“blindsided by the escalating costs” 
of the event, after a report from City 
Hall indicating the need for an extra 
$47 million dollars for necessary 
facilities. Though he promised that 
the City would not pick up any 
further costs, Ford voted in favour of 
handing over the extra cash.

Cherry Street LRT
On December 1st, even before he 
was officially sworn in as mayor, 
Ford met with the general manager 
of the TTC to declare an end to all 
on-street rail projects across the city. 
This poses a particular problem for 
the planned Cherry Street light-rail 
streetcar line, that would run in a 
separated side-of-road right-of-way 
as a spur off the 504 King route. The 

Mayor Rob Ford

project was eventually to link up 
with a line running across Queens 
Quay East, connecting planned 
Waterfront developments with the 
rest of the city. There has been some 
indication that developers who have 
bought into Waterfront projects will 
put pressure on the city to provide 
this promised transit capacity but it 
is unknown if this line will be built.

Waterfront Development
In a surprising turn of events, members 
of the mayor’s executive committee 
began publicly disparaging the work 
of Waterfront Toronto in April. 
Deputy Mayor Doug Holyday told 
the National Post that too many 
employees at the agency made more 
than $100,000 per year and weren’t 
producing results. The conclusion: 
the city could produce better results 
if they sold off waterfront land to 
private developers. 

Later, Doug Ford dismissed some of the 
recent developments but proposed a 
new vision for the adjacent Port Lands, 
located just south of Corktown: an 
NFL Football stadium, carved out 
of the historic Hearn Generating 
Station, built next to high-end 
retailers like Macy’s and Gucci. The 
area would be connected to the rest 
of the city with a privately-developed 
monorail system.

Nothing yet has come before any city 
hall committee relating to selling 
off undeveloped waterfront land or 
changing current plans. However, 
council recently voted to move 
forward with the sale of the completed 
Corus Quay building. So Waterfront 
Toronto’s work continues.

Don River & Citizen Committees
Quick access to the Don River trail 
is something that makes living in 
Corktown so desirable. For over 
twenty years, the Task Force to Bring 
Back the Don has, in its own words, 
worked to “bring back a clean, green 
and accessible Don River watershed.” 
This award-winning committee, 
which has planted more than 35,000 
trees and shrubs in the Valley, 
was among several other citizen 
committees the city’s executive – led 
by Ford – voted to shut down earlier 
this month. The committee operates 
at no cost to the city. But this decision 
will be left to City Council.

Bike Lanes
Rob Ford declared during a debate on 
cycling that “roads are built for buses, 
cars, and trucks, not for people on 
bikes.” Then, following his election 
to the mayor’s office, the cycling 
community expressed grave concerns 
about the city’s bike plans.

Surprising many, Councillor Denzil 
Minnan-Wong, chair of the public 
works committee, proposed his own 
bike plan made up of four downtown 
lanes, all separated from car traffic by 
concrete medians. One of those lanes, 
on Richmond Street, would connect 
with the western part of Corktown.
His proposal has been controversial, 
as he’s been a vocal opponent of 
the cycling community in the past. 
Ford’s press secretary has indicated 
that the mayor does not see bike lane 
proposals as a priority at this time.

Other Issues
Ford’s policies on several other 
issues – notably public housing, 
homelessness and graffiti, are likely to 
have deep impacts on the Corktown 
neighbourhood and surrounding areas 
over the course of his term in office.

It remains to be seen how Rob Ford’s 
term will affect our neighbourhood. 
Council is divided between those 
who back the mayor and those 
who stand in opposition. But, given 
Corktown’s role as a vibrant and 
rapidly evolving part of the city, it 
is certainly in our interest to keep a 
close and watchful eye on City Hall.

And, of course, if you have any 
concerns, the mayor urges you to call 
him. His number is 416-397-FORD.
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Off The Beaten Path
by Serial Sean, Toronto based entrepreneur

My friend Jules decided to open a 
coffee and espresso bar, “Redline 
Coffee and Espresso” back at the 
start of June and has been working 
tirelessly since then to make the place 
into the comfortably quaint and 
creative space she envisioned when 
first laying eyes on the opportunity.

Redline Coffee and Expresso

Visiting and talking to her about her 
project and what she has planned, 
I found out that she originally 
discovered the opportunity on 
Craigslist. Jules explained that she 
was just browsing, came across the 
business for sale and investigated. 
She called the previous owners, took 
a quick visit to the shop, and then 
did her research (specifically market 
research/trends, and sustainability). 
With her positive feelings about it, 
she decided to buy the business.

Watching it transform has been fun, 
she’s breathed fresh life into the 
place. It’s amazing what a few coats 
of paint and some minor renovations 
can do. Now it is a vision to what 
the Parliament & Queen Street 
East neighborhood in Toronto will 
eventually transform into given the 
Toronto Regent Park revitalization 
project taking place just north. 

Jules says that the neighborhood 
surrounding her shop is colorful. 
Everyday is exciting, entertaining, 
and she never knows what she’ll see 
but she is optimistic about the future. 

She also identified that the area is 
undergoing major changes, new 
business are opening, young couples 
are moving in and even in the short 
while she’s been open things have 
positively improved. Having great 
product, amazing service, and a cute 
smile that could kill a kitten to go 
along with her optimism won’t hurt 
her business either.

Presently the offerings at ‘Redline 
Coffee and Espresso’ include coffee, 
espresso, and other related drinks 
with a selection of confectionaries 
and pastries. All of her products are 
either organic or locally sourced as 
it’s important to her to support the 
businesses in her local area. In the 
future Jules has plans to upgrade 
her back patio, completely overhaul 
the washrooms, and install a small 
kitchen to offer her guests a small 
selection of lunch items as well. 

Local artists will also love ‘Redline 
Coffee and Espresso’ as Jules is a lover 
and supporter of the arts. Local artists 
will be able to display and promote 
their work on the café walls without 

paying a fee or commission believing 
that helping her beautify the space is 
payment enough. The café will also 
be a community space available for 
select private functions. Jules says 
that the best way to approach her to 
use the space is to either come into 
the café or call her to discuss the idea.

I’ve already given Jules my personal 
thumbs up on this venture and my 
experiences visiting the café have 
been nothing but superb. I love 
visiting smaller café type businesses, 
they always make you feel like 
you’re in their homes instead of in an 
actual café and it’s always nice to see 
more comfortable diversity friendly 
businesses opening up in our city. 
Especially with wifi and being able to 
hold my smaller business meetings 
while enjoying a great cup of coffee!

‘Redline Coffee and Espresso’ is 
located at 354 Queen Street East (at 
Parliament) in Toronto and regularly 
operates Monday to Friday from 7:00 
to 5:00 and on weekends from 8:00 to 
4:00 - Ask for Jules.

Located in Corktown since 1978

Representing some of Canada’s leading artists
Dealers in historical Canadian art
including the Group Of Seven

We offer full art services
Framing, Restoration, Appraisals, 
Fine art leasing & Art supplies 

463 King Street East
(416) 364-3730
www.libbygallery.com

George Boyer “Queen & Sumach Corner”

Advertisement

Need to talk with the Police?
Important 51 Division Information
General
Emergency
911

Toronto Crime Stoppers
www.222tips.com
416-222-8477

51 Division
Call the radio room
416-808-2222 (press 0)

CRU Sergeant on Duty
416-808-5119 (leave message)

Community Response Unit
Staff Sergeant Rudy Pasini
rudy.pasini@torontopolice.on.ca
416-808-5152

Officer in Charge
416-808-5101

CRU Clerk 
Joanne Mueller
joanne.mueller@torontopolice.on.ca
416-808-5913

Crime Prevention Officer 
PC Joseph Smith
416-808-5187

Community Relations Officer
PC Peter Cullingford
416-808-5108

Graffiti Eradication 
alex.wallace@torontopolice.on.ca
416-808-5100

Front Desk
416-808-5100

Fax
416-808-5102

51 Web page
http://www.torontopolice.on.ca/51

TPS Links

TPS Links (or the Community 
Automated Notification System) 
provides vital information to 
residents and business owners within 
51 Division by ‘phone, text or email. 
Alerts can consist of messages about 
Community Events, Road Closures,
Neighbourhood Crime Alerts, Crime 
Prevention Information and more.

To receive these alerts go to “www 
torontopolice.on.ca” and click on 
“Police Stations “ under the heading 
“Serving Toronto”. Then click “Find 
a division on a map” and select 51 
Division. At the top right of the 51 
Div. home page you will find ‘TPS 
Links”. Open and then sign up!
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Dixon Hall Employment Services Centre

Helps Employ Our Community
by Akanni Frederick

Your future is waiting! As a dedicated 
and long-standing community 
leader for the revitalization of Regent 
Park and Toronto East, Dixon 
Hall is proud to introduce the new 
Dixon Hall Employment Services 
Centre (DHESC), a free full service 
employment assistance facility 
designed for all community members. 

At Dixon Hall , we understand the personal value and 
sense of worth and accomplishment that comes with 
being employed in a meaningful way, which is why on 

December 7th 2010 we officially opened the DHESC to 
the community. 

Dixon Hall believes that with some personal attention, 
expert guidance and employment connections all of our 
clients can find the right job. 

Job Seekers
We offer many resources including:

 » Personalized services unique to individual needs
 » Career assessment and job search assistance
 » Personalized job matching and placement supports
 » Informative workshops on a variety of employment 
related topics

 » Free access to computers, phones, copier, fax machine 
and printer

 » Referrals to other services and including assessments 
for scholarships, apprenticeships, training and self 
employment.

Dixon Hall’s Employment Services Centre

Advertisements

DOWNTOWN BRAKE & EXHAUST SPECIALIST INC.

CAMERON YOUNG
THE BOSS

475 King Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5A 1L6
Tel: 416.861.9511   Fax: 416.861.0510

TALK TO THE BOSS

 KARI SERRAO
 PET PORTRAITS

  CAPTURE YOUR FAVORITE                          
  FURRY FRIEND IN AN 
  ENCAUSTIC (WAX) PORTRAIT 
  THAT'S QUIRKY, EXPRESSIVE 
  AND FULL OF LIFE. 

  NOW, IN ADDITION TO                                                  
  RESERVING A PLACE IN YOUR 
  HEART, FIDO, FLUFFY AND 
  FUR- BALL CAN TAKE THEIR 
  RIGHTFUL POSITION ON YOUR 
  WALL AS AN ORIGINAL 
  MASTERPIECE PAINTED IN 
  THEIR LIKENESS. 

  BOOK A COMPLIMENTARY              
  CONSULTATION WITH THE 
  ARTIST TODAY TO DISCUSS 
  POSSIBLE PAW PRINTS OR TO 
  PLAN THE PERFECT GIFT FOR 

  THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE.   
   
   T:: 416-523-1521
   E:: kari@kariserrao.com
   W:: www.kariserrao.com       

338 Queen St. E @Parliament

Fine furnishings
Decorative Accessories
Gift Boutique/Parfumerie
Selected Artisanry
Steeped and Infused Tea Bar
info@adornmentsonqueen.com 
www.adornmentsonqueen.com
416 955 4791 Tu-Fr 11-7, S-S to 5

Adornments on Queen
Affordable elegance

Employers
At Dixon Hall, we offer free, effective employment 
services for a wide range of employers. Our database 
of partner agencies and networks allows us to find and 
match the right candidate for the right job. We guarantee 
our services by understanding the unique needs of the 
employers we work with while offering them win/win 
solutions. 

Employer Benefits
As an employer you will find that the Dixon Hall 
Employment Services Centre has the following 
advantages:

 » No Cost Services
 » Recruitment Support

 » Rigorous pre-screening to select the most job 
ready applicants

 » Effectively promote your job opportunities to 
relevant audience

 » Human Resource Support
 » Job coaching and retention services
 » Access to HR resources and expertise

 » Subsidy Support
 » Job trials
 » Employment Placements
 » Employer Signing bonus for specialized 

apprentice placements
 » Complimentary Use of Facility

 » Bright, welcoming space for job fairs, meetings 
and events

For over 80 years Dixon Hall has been changing lives 
of everyday people in our community. As one of 
Toronto’s most relevant agencies for social reform, we 
empower individuals and build strong neighbourhoods 
one client at a time. At our new Employment Services 
Centre we connect job seekers to training and 
employment opportunities while providing them with 
advice and coaching every step of the way. In all we do 
we are committed to creating opportunities for people 
of all ages to dream, to achieve, and to live full and 
rewarding lives. 

The new centre is located at 489 Queen Street East 
 on the third floor, and is open Monday to Friday from 
10:00am to 5:00pm. Please contact the centre for more 
information or a free consultation at 416.956.4949 ext. 0 
or esc.info@dixonhall.org.


