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First Parliament Buildings Site
by Rollo Myers

The return of site of Upper Canada’s first Parliament Buildings 1798 at Front and 
Berkeley has been sought by the Old Town community and others since the mid-
1990s. The archaeological dig in 2000 showed foundations and evidence of burnt 
floorboards dating to the American attack in 1813 and added to the momentum. 

Rendering of the proposed Founders’ Court (looking north-east)

see details, page 7

Merry Christmas You’re invited to join us  
for a Turkey Dinner!



The Corktowner 2

This prompted the retaliatory attack on Washington in 
1814 that saw the burning of their own public buildings, 
including the White House. Heritage Toronto has 
long supported this as a priority project. Appropriate 
commemoration is already a planned legacy project for 
the fast-approaching War of 1812 anniversary. 

There are three parcels involved: one owned by the City 
(the parking lot that runs from Parliament to Berkeley); 
one now acquired by the Province (the “Porsche site”) and 
held by the Ontario Heritage Trust; and one still in private 
ownership (the car-wash and rent-a-car). Land-swap 
negotiations with the current owner and the Ontario 
Realty Corporation and the Ontario Heritage Trust are 
under way, but appear stalled.

This important site dates back to the earliest years of the 
province. The “Public Buildings” were used by others than 
the legislature: St. James’ Cathedral traces its beginnings 
to services held there; the Law Society of Upper Canada 
met in the south building. The district commissioners, 
the earliest town councillors, met there. This is seen as 
the engine that drove the province for 25 years.

In March this year, as part of the Throne Speech, 
Governor General Michaëlle Jean reminded Canadians 
“Two years hence, our Government will engage millions 
of citizens and strengthen knowledge and pride in 
Canada by commemorating the bicentennial of the War 
of 1812, an event that was key to shaping our identity as 
Canadians and ultimately our existence as a country.”

The Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada is 
holding back on national listing (there are over 80 in 
Toronto) until the permission of all owners is given. 
Letters confirming the importance of the site have been 
received from the Heritage Canada Foundation, the 
Ontario Heritage Trust, Heritage Toronto, Corktown, 
SLNA, GWNA, TYHS, MP Bob Rae, MPP Glen Murray, 
Mayor David Miller, former mayor David Crombie, 
former MP Bill Graham, the Law Society, St. James’ and 
others. So getting the remaining parcel back into public 
ownership is doubly important if things are to move 
forward in time for the anniversary of the War of 1812. 

To assist in this, our councillor, in consultation with legal 
and planning staff and owners -- recently and successfully 
proposed that: “Council authorize Community Planning 
staff to undertake a study of the First Parliament 
buildings site (lands bounded by Front Street East, 
Parliament Street, Berkeley Street and Parliament Square 

Park) on the suitability 
of the Reinvestment 
Area (RA) designation 
given the discovery of 
important historical 
archaeological 
remains; this planning 
framework address 
open space, public 
and private uses 
appropriate to the 
national significance of 

this heritage resource; the property owners be consulted 
during this study, and that this report be submitted to the 
Toronto and East York Community Council by the second 
quarter of 2011.”

A concept has been developed at the community level 
-- should the site fully come back into public ownership 
-- based on the extensive community consultation, 
charrettes and working groups to date. Developed by local 
resident, architect Michael Kirkland and assisted by long-
term advocates for appropriate recognition of the site, 
it’s a concept for what might come next: researching the 
archaeological remains; a building that fits appropriately, 
with an appropriate use; construction and staffing using 
existing budgets, with local development levies. Support 
from the community groups has been gratifying.

Leased from the City, the Toronto Public Library’s 
distribution centre across the street, at the south-east 
corner of Parliament & Front – an “edge-of-downtown 
use” – was recognized for its development potential in the 
approved West Don Lands Plan. It’s at a main entryway 
to the West Don Lands, the Pan Am Athletes’ Village – a 
rapidly intensifying part of the city. A proposed high-rise 
shows on the West Don Lands precinct plan for this locale.

If the West Don Lands district library is included in a 
development proposal, Michael Kirkland is suggesting 
that the district library is the long-sought-after 
appropriate use for the first parliament buildings site, 
along with a small interpretive centre dealing with 
the layers of history of the site – from pre-European, to 
parliamentary, to penal, to industrial

In an area with insufficient parkland the First Parliament 
buildings site could provide a poignant, commemorative 
garden which would serve the area as a garden park and 
provide a pilgrimage site for school children and city 
visitors interested in the history of Ontario and Canada.

Rendering of completed vision



The Corktowner 3

Don’t miss 
any Corktown 
meetings!
You’re concerned about what’s 
happening in the neighbourhood, so 
attend the Corktown Residents and 
Business Association meetings.

The CRBA lines up speakers to keep us 
on track regarding on-going changes 
in the area, and new ways to deal with 
problems we often face on a daily 
basis. Bring your questions – bring 
your concerns – and speak up.

Our meetings begin at 7 p.m., first 
Tuesday of every month except for 
August. The meetings are held in 
the back room of the Dominion on 
Queen, at Queen St. and Sumach.

Our October 5, 2010 meeting: 

Shop Corktown and Save
Introducing the new Corktown Advantage Cards!

The year end is fast approaching and it’s time to get 
your new memberships for the 2011 & 2012 periods!

The membership cards that were introced two years ago have been a great 
success. Shopping and saving in our own community has never been easier. 
And that is why the CRBA issues membership cards when a resident or 
business joins the Corktown Residents and Business Association. 

The CRBA’s Mission Statement says: “The Association exists to enhance the 
quality of residential and business life, to promote and market Corktown, 
and to act as a voice for the community.” Current CRBA board members 
are working hard to raise awareness of the organization and to attract new 
members from both the business and residential population.

Corktown Advantage Cards promote businesses by offering local patrons 
discounts and special rewards for shopping locally. Local participating 
businesses will be posted on the CRBA website at www.corktown.ca where 
you’ll find links to their sites. Businesses will also be issued a sign to post in 
their front windows indicating their participation in the program. 

In order to enjoy the benefits of the Corktown Advantage Card, simply sign up 
as a CRBA member. Only Corktown residents and business owners are eligible 
to join. A 12-month CRBA membership costs $12 per resident and $24 per 
business owner. Just remember that depending on when you join, the card is 
prorated. Think $1.00/month per resident and $2.00/month for businesses. 

Join the CRBA now to start saving money by shopping locally! With your help 
we continue to unite our community and keep our local economy healthy. 

To join the CRBA and find out more, please contact Maria Hazel (Membership/
Advertising) 463 King Street East, 416-364-3730.

Glen Murray visits CRBA

Glen Murray, our new Toronto Centre 
- Rosedale MPP met Corktowners at 
their monthly meeting in October. 
He is energetic & enthusiastic 
about creating partnerships with 
all three levels of government and 
neighbourhoods organizations. He is 
also very pro-BIA.
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Every Stone Holds a Bit of History
By William Patrick Porter

Looking at the bright yellow warehouse on the corner of Eastern and Sumach 
you might not be struck with architectural awe, but - with the slightest 
sensitivity - you may feel the Great Lake winds rustle up through Corktown. 

These winds ware our pavement and 
plant the seeds you’ll pull from your 
garden next spring. These winds 
whirl through the seasons, up the 
alleys and around the people’s feet.

In that very bright, yellow building is 
the company I work for: Dual Audio 
Services. Not long ago it was Olympic 
Auto Body and the pride of Alex 
Papastamos. Still housing a car lift 
and painthood, this Greek shop has 
been reworked as a multi use rental 
and sound designs shop in the hands 
of Irish and Austrians descendants: 
owners Emily Porter and Stefan Lenzi.

This location has obvious city 
center benefits today, but Dual 
Audio Services lives in a very 
different industry, and age, than past 
occupants of southeastern Corktown. 
Toronto has been a meeting place for 
thousands of years, but Corktown 
boasts a special archeological history 
dominated by the past two hundred. 

Surrounding the Inglenook 
Community High School are a 

number of dig sites, and a complete 
study of the home of Thornton and 
Lucie Blackburn was published in 
2007 (I Have a Home in Glory Land, 
by Karolyn Smardz Frost). The 
Blackburns’ settled in Toronto by way 
of the long and harrowing struggle 
known as the Underground Railroad. 
During their fifty years in Toronto, 
they founded the city’s first taxi 
business with great success. 

Their struggle out of slavery is 
unparallelled, yet only a few years 
after their arrival masses of Irish 
immigrants surged into Corktown. 
Many did not find the innovative 
success that the Blackburns’ 
championed, but they did share a 
common ground in life and death.

I see Corktown as a place of 
hospitality. From the first free 
churches and schools to the present 
day commitment to community 
housing, there are countless memories 
and memorials to this community’s 
incorporation of old and new. 

Archeological digs continue, but 
they – like other aspects of this 
community – are not guaranteed 
the respect they deserve. As new 
companies, new builders and new 
TTC tracks begin to shape the town 
small businesses will need to have a 
voice of its own.
 
Corktown is soon to be inundated 
with new business, and that is not a 
challenge to Corktowns hospitality, 
but rather a challenge to its unity. 
The existing business community will 
not win out over politically popular 
short-term profits without a BIA. 

As our small family owned and 
operated business makes its name, we 
hope to retain the respectful balance 
of old and new that so permeates 
Corktown. With change comes 
compromise, but we must not forget 
that in Corktown every stone holds 
a bit of history. The CRBA will only 
be stronger with a BIA by its side, and 
together these bodies will not forfeit 
this community’s potential or identity 
in the face of struggle and change.
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Advertisements

DOWNTOWN BRAKE & EXHAUST SPECIALIST INC.

CAMERON YOUNG
THE BOSS

475 King Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5A 1L6
Tel: 416.861.9511   Fax: 416.861.0510

TALK TO THE BOSS

 KARI SERRAO
 PET PORTRAITS

  CAPTURE YOUR FAVORITE                          
  FURRY FRIEND IN AN 
  ENCAUSTIC (WAX) PORTRAIT 
  THAT'S QUIRKY, EXPRESSIVE 
  AND FULL OF LIFE. 

  NOW, IN ADDITION TO                                                  
  RESERVING A PLACE IN YOUR 
  HEART, FIDO, FLUFFY AND 
  FUR- BALL CAN TAKE THEIR 
  RIGHTFUL POSITION ON YOUR 
  WALL AS AN ORIGINAL 
  MASTERPIECE PAINTED IN 
  THEIR LIKENESS. 

  BOOK A COMPLIMENTARY              
  CONSULTATION WITH THE 
  ARTIST TODAY TO DISCUSS 
  POSSIBLE PAW PRINTS OR TO 
  PLAN THE PERFECT GIFT FOR 

  THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE.   
   
   T:: 416-523-1521
   E:: kari@kariserrao.com
   W:: www.kariserrao.com       

338 Queen St. E @Parliament

Fine furnishings
Decorative Accessories
Gift Boutique/Parfumerie
Selected Artisanry
Steeped and Infused Tea Bar
info@adornmentsonqueen.com 
www.adornmentsonqueen.com
416 955 4791 Tu-Fr 11-7, S-S to 5

Adornments on Queen
Affordable elegance

Christmas Cooking
Delicous Recipies for the Holiday Season
By Chef Georgia

Kourambiedes Almond Shortbread Cookies
Ingredients

 » 1 lb unsalted butter
 »  4-5 cups of icing sugar
 » 1 cup sugar
 » 1 cup toasted almonds slivered
 » 2 tbsp of brandy
 » 1 tsp of vanilla
 » 5 cups of All Purpose flour

Method
Lightly toast slivered almonds in a frying pan with 1 tsp 
of butter. In a bowl, cream the butter and sugar until 
fluffy using a hand mixer. Add the almonds, brandy and 
the vanilla, beating constantly. Add the flour little by 
little and knead the ingredients together, until the dough 
is soft. Shape the dough into half moon or any shape 
you like (you can use cookie cutters). Bake in oven for 20 
minutes, 375 degrees. Once baked, take out to cool for 20 
minutes, and then roll in icing sugar. 

Spanakopita-Spinach Pie
Ingredients

 » 2 lbs of fresh spinach or 2 packages of  
chopped frozen spinach

 » 2 bunches of Spring onions finely chopped
 » 1 small bunch of dill finely chopped
 » 1 large Leek, finely chopped
 » 2 eggs
 » 1 cup of olive oil
 » 1 pkg of Phyllo dough
 » Salt and pepper to taste

Method
Wash and blanche the spinach and press out all access 
liquid and chop it. Heat half the oil, sauté the onions and 
leeks lightly. Remove the pot from the heat and add the 
dill, beaten eggs, spinach and salt and pepper and stir to 
mix. Brush a baking pan with oil and line it with half the 
Phyllo dough , brushing the sheets one by one. Then add 
the filling and cover the pie with the remaining phyllo 
dough, oiling each sheet as before. Now using a pizza 
cutter cut the dough into squares and then bake the pie in 
a 375 degrees for one hour.

You can purchase 750 ml of organic extra virgin first press 
olive oil  cookingwithgeorgia@hotmail.com.
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Residents Reclaim Peace of Mind
Notorious Crack House Demolished
The notorious crack house that once sat at 41 - 43 River St.  
is now a flattened plot of land and the neighbours are ecstatic!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This building of six apartments was a dreadful blight on Corktown for decades, as a refuge for drug dealers, thieves, and 
hookers. The final straw in this case was termites. When the landlord failed to fix the leaking roof and unflushable toilets, 
some residents called the city health department. When the city went in they found all the wood in the foundations was 
spongy and dangerously full of holes. The whole building had to be condemned before it collapsed. So in the end it was 
Toronto Building and some accommodating roaches who thankfully came to the aid of the neighbourhood.

Located in Corktown since 1978

Representing some of Canada’s leading artists
Dealers in historical Canadian art
including the Group Of Seven

We offer full art services
Framing, Restoration, Appraisals, 
Fine art leasing & Art supplies 

20% off framing until December 11th
463 King Street East (416) 364-3730
www.libbygallery.comGeorge Boyer “Queen & Sumach Corner”

Advertisement

Going, going, gone!
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w w w . L i v i n g I n T h e G TA . c o m

I've lived in Corktown for over eight years, and I've
monitored the market shifts in the downtown East side
closely. I'm always happy to offer you my knowledge
and assistance if you're thinking of selling a property
or looking for investment opportunities.

CONTACT ME FOR YOUR FREE HOME EVALUATION

The Market's on Fire!
Thinking of Selling? Let’s Talk!

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

CORKTOWN REALTOR

DAVID MACLEAN
Sales Representative

416.637.8000

Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another brokerage

Advertisement

Advertisement

























































Announcing the 2010 annual

Corktown Christmas 
Dinner Party
Enjoy a fabulous turkey dinner with all the trimmings, live entertainment 
with music by the Corktown Chamber Orchestra, door prizes and an 
exciting live fundraising auction! This annual event is an all ages party 
so bring your whole family and tell your neighbours! Reservations are 
available, just phone 416.368.6893.

Saturday, December 4, 2010
Dinner will cost $10.00 and will be served from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 pm, at the 
Dominion on Queen located at 500 Queen Street East on the corner of Queen 
and Sumach Streets. Concert starts at 8:00 pm.

Purchase of an annual CRBA membership is encouraged and will be 
available at the door for $12 per resident or $24 per business.

Kick-start the Christmas Season! Enjoy a fabulous evening in your 
community, meet your neighbours and support the efforts of your local 
CRBA during the coming year.

Sponsored by the CRBA and the Dominion on Queen.


