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July 2015:  
Pan Am Games 
come to Corktown
by Cynthia Wilkey, Chair, West Don Lands Committee

The announcement on November 6 that Toronto 
and the Golden Horseshoe region have been chosen 
to host the 2015 Pan American and Parapan 
American Games is a welcome boost for Toronto 
during difficult economic times. Toronto’s bid was 
the overwhelming choice of the 42 members PASO 
(Pan American Sport Organization). 

Toronto’s win is also a major boost for our neighbourhood, which will be 
home to the 10,000 athletes plus coaches and country delegations over 
the five week period of the Pan Am and Parapan Am Games. Newspapers 
report that the Athletes’ Village will bring investments of $1 billion to our 
neighbourhood - some of that already committed by the three governments 
as part of planned public realm and transit developments for the West Don 
Lands Community. Additional funding will secure investment in affordable 

P a n  a m e r i c a n  V i L L a G e

Pan Am History
The Pan American Sports 
Organization (PASO) emblem is 
a torch superimposed over five 
concentric green, yellow, white, 
red and blue circles. PASO’s 
motto, “America, Espirito, Sport, 
Fraternité”, incorporates four of the 
languages used in the Americas: 
Spanish, Portuguese, English 
and French. The motto loosely 
translates as “The American spirit 
of friendship through sports.”
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Streetcar Construction Update
by Ingrid Gadsden

Construction on three major condo/loft developments 
continues. The following information provided by Jason 
Garland, Streetcar’s VP of Development and Operations.

Phase I: Exterior walls are almost complete at 569 King 
and 52 Sumach. Installation of windows and exterior 
brick application will be completed by year-end at both 
sites. Workers will then move indoors to begin interior 
wall construction, plumbing and electrical installations. 
Both buildings will be ready for occupancy by spring 2010.

549 King is currently a little behind schedule. Exterior 
construction is weather-dependent, but Streetcar 
anticipates completion of exterior walls by year-end. 
Streetcar is working closely with Percy St. residents to 
ensure a smooth process. Work has also been delayed due 
to water main replacement work on Sumach St.

Phase II: Construction of an 8-storey condo/loft at 
510 King St. E. begins in January 2010. In preparation, 
Streetcar will move their offices and showroom from 530 
King to 625 Queen E. in late December, 2009. 

530 King will then be razed and demolition will continue 
west to 510/512 King. All demolition to be completed by 
early spring 2010 at which time excavation of the site will 
begin. Construction of the foundation will proceed into 
summer months. By late 2010, Streetcar hopes to have the 
external walls of 510 King well underway. 

Note: The dates cited above are projections and may 
change due to weather or other unanticipated difficulties, 
however, Streetcar is confident they can meet these self-
imposed deadlines.

housing and move infrastructure and amenities projects 
ahead that faced delay because of the market slowdown.

The 2000 unit Athletes’ Village will include a 
combination of high-rise, mid-rise and townhouse units 
between Bayview Avenue and Cherry Street. The heart of 
the Village will be a piazza-like stretch of Front St. which 
had already been designed as a retail and café sector for 
the permanent community. During the games period, 
the new Don River Park (construction begins this spring) 
will be an amenity space for the athletes. It is hoped that 
the permanent legacy of the games will also include a 
building for the community centre planned for the corner 
Bayview and Mill Street.
 
Toronto Pan Am representatives have assured us that 
the design of the Village will respect the award-winning 
West Don Lands precinct plan that was developed in 
consultation with Corktown and other community 
stakeholders. The West Don Lands Committee, the 
community coalition that has worked for the past decade 
to promote development on the West Don Lands, will 
be vigilant in enforcing that promise. The Committee 
sees the continued involvement of Waterfront Toronto 
as master-developer for the Village as crucial to ensuring 
that the Athletes’ Village stays true to the precinct plan 
and is developed in keeping with the high standards of 
design excellence and sustainability set by Waterfront 
Toronto. 

The Pan-Am Games are among the premium amateur 
athletic competitions in the world and are expected to 
attract 10,000 participants and 250,000 visitors to the 
city from the 42 participating countries in North, South 
and Central America and the Caribbean. The Games 
will trigger 15,000 new jobs in the province, primarily 
in construction, tourism and event support. The West 
Don Lands Committee will be urging Toronto 2015 
to incorporate a local employment component into 
the games construction and administration activities. 
Toronto 2015 will also coordinate and sponsor a Pan 
American cultural festival that will begin in the years 
before the Games and continue through to the closing 
ceremony.

Pan Am games are held every four years and consist of 
all Summer Olympic sports plus other non-Olympic 
events, and serve as an Olympic-qualifier for a number of 
participating sports. The games will take place July 10-
26, 2015 and the Parapan American Games August 7-14. 
Sporting venues will located from Welland to Oshawa.

Advertisement
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“The Queen”
Corktown’s Newest 
Art Gallery
They say a blank canvas is an artist’s 
nightmare. For an art-gallery owner 
like Mahrokh Ahankhan however, it 
might be a different story. Sometimes 
a blank canvas can be the start of an 
artist’s dream.

Mahrokh Ahankhah, owner of “The Queen” Gallery

work with a passion for nature and wildlife photography 
that can best be described as environmental portraiture. 
He has photographed in dozens of countries on all seven 
continents including some of the most remote regions 
on earth. Mark finds inspiration in the raw beauty and 
innocence of his subjects and the harshness in which 
they survive. His current projects include photography in 
the Canadian Arctic, Greenland, Spitsbergen, Antarctica, 
South Georgia, the Amazon and Africa.

Take a moment to drop by Corktown’s newest art gallery 
at 382 Queen St. E, welcome Mahrokh Ahankhan to the 
community and wish her well in fulfilling her dream. 
Mark Loren Freedman’s outstanding photography display 
runs from November 18 to December 2. Queen Gallery is 
open Tuesday to Friday 11am–6pm and Saturday 1-5 pm.

Advertisement

A trained architect and interior designer from Iran, 
Mahrokh Ahankhan long dreamt of combining her love 
of art with a desire to manage an artistic space open to 
the community. Along the way, she’s been bolstered and 
supported by friends, colleagues and of course, her husband. 
Then, in February of this year, Mahrokh discovered 
Corktown and a space which offered her a blank canvas 
with the potential to make her dream a reality! 

Queen Gallery’s first show ran from Nov 3-18 and 
featured a highly successful solo photography exhibit by 
Sanaz Shirshekar called Iran Unveiled. The show was a 
brilliant success.

Currently at Queen Gallery until December 2, you’ll 
have a chance to enjoy the photographic styles of Mark 
Loren Freedman, a born and raised Torontonian. An 
emergency physician, Mark balances his intense day-

Capture the 
Christmas Spirit!
The Corktown Chamber Orchestra Christmas 
Concert with Coro San Marco

Thursday, Dec., 10, 2009 at 8pm
Little Trinity Anglican Church at 425 King St E.
Adults are $10 and children are free. Tickets will be 
available at the door or in advance from CCO members.

Check the CCO website at <www.
corktownchamberorchestra.com> for details and a 
sampling of their exquisite music.
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The event was scheduled to run from noon to 5 p.m. – and 
as good luck had it, the rain held off until exactly 5 p.m.

During those five hours of rain-free camaraderie, 
volunteers served up scores of hotdogs, hamburgers and 
corn-on-the-cob treats. Tables, set up under large tents, 
were filled with neighbours enjoying conversation as 
well as strains of classical music provided by our own 
incomparable Corktown Chamber Orchestra. There were 
balloons for the kids, face painting, kids races with prizes. 
All over the park, cheerfulness prevailed. Even the dogs 
had a great time. 

Once again John Libby, of Libby’s Gallery, donned his 
auctioneer hat and prompted eager bids on dozens of 
articles donated by local residents and business owners.

No doubt about it, this CRBA sponsored event gets 
bigger and better every year, thanks to expert volunteer 
organizing by Radford Cook, John Libby, Martine Cook 
and a whole host of other dedicated residents. Next year’s 
event promises to be even better still. Watch for it and 
don’t miss it!

BBQ a Resounding Success!
The skies were cloudy and threatening rain, but the weather was warm and so
were the spirits of 150-200 local residents who dropped by to participate in
Corktown’s fifth annual BBQ event, held at Sackville Park Saturday, September 26.

Thanks to Toronto Fire Services at Station 333, 207 Front St. E. for the loan of their pumper truck and for all the helpful information.

Cooks provided by Bob Kemp 
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The ultimate sackrace

Bubblemaking 101

Special Thanks to our Donors
The CRBA sends a huge thanks to the following donors who helped make 
the 2009 Corktown BBQ a resounding success! 

Announcing the Annual
Corktown Christmas 
Dinner Roast Turkey
Enjoy live entertainment, music and 
an exciting fundraising auction!

Saturday, Dec., 5, 2009
From 6:00 p.m. to whenever, at the 
Dominion on Queen located at the 
corner of Queen & Sumach Streets.

Purchase of an annual CRBA 
membership is encouraged and will 
be available at the door for $12 per 
resident or $24 per business.

Payment of your annual CRBA 
membership includes your delicious 
turkey dinner. For non-CRBA 
members your dinner plate is $5.00. 
All drinks, desserts, etc. are extra.

Kick-start the Christmas Season! 
Enjoy a fabulous evening in your 
community, meet your neighbours 
and support the efforts of your local 
CRBA during the coming year.

Mill Street Breweries
Steve Abrams 

Old Town Toronto
Michael Comstock

Corktown Chamber Orchestra
corktownchamberorchestra.com

Peter’s Cajun Creole Pizza
181 Parliament Street

Blonde Hair Salon
82 Power Street

Libby’s Custom Framing
465 King Street East

Logo Magik
371 Queen Street East

Gallery 402
402 King Street East

Fred Kamping
“Copper” - TV Series

Loblaws Queen Quay

McDermott Motors

Advertisement
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Don’t miss any  
Corktown meetings!
You’re concerned about what’s 
happening in the neighbourhood, so 
be sure to attend the CRBA meetings.

All CRBA meetings begin at 7pm, 
first Tuesday of every month except 
for August. The meetings are held in 
the back room of the Dominion on 
Queen, at Queen St. and Sumach. 

Upcoming CRBA meetings: 

December 2, 2009
Local construction Issues
The next meeting of the Corktown 
Residents and Business Association 
promises to provide attendees with 
lots of information regarding current 
and future construction in the area.

Guest speaker will be William 
McRae, City Planner for our area.

Mr. McRae will be providing the latest 
updates on construction plans and 
regulations for the area and will also 
be taking questions from the floor.

Coming to Corktown,
5 Years of Construction,
... but it’ll be worth it!
by Ingrid Gadsden

More than a few Corktowners might easily be forgiven for greeting news 
of the 2015 Pan Am Games with feelings of joy mixed with a large dollop of 
apprehension. Still, let’s be honest, you can’t make incredible omelets without 
breaking a few eggs. 

It’s unquestionably a huge plus for residents and business owners in this 
area that construction in the West Don Lands, which has been underway 
for the past two years or so, (and after over 10 years of planning) finally 
has a deadline. All we have to do in hang in for five more years and we’ll 
happily see the end of dump trucks lining the streets, cranes at every corner, 
torn-up roads, muddy streets and annoying detours. By 2015, construction 
in Corktown, for the most part, will be over. At least for the duration of the 
Games. 

Think of the next five years of construction as a lengthy stressful visit to the 
dentist when you need really major work done. We need to grit our teeth, 
clamp our hands on the arm-rests and keep our cool. No doubt, along the way, 
this massive building project will cause annoying road closures, major noise, 
and dust and dirt carried on hot summer winds into residents’ open windows. 
Our lives will be disrupted in many ways, but we’ll live through it and thrive. 
Together, we’ve got to accentuate the positives.

We’ll see Cherry Street, from King to the Lakeshore torn up entirely and 
streetcar tracks installed. We’ll see River St extended south of King with shops 
at street level. We’ll see the old Canary Restaurant renovated, new housing 
constructed and an 18-acre park for everyone to use. When it’s all over, we’ll 
have 6,000 new housing units here and 11,000 new residents – people who 
provide a comforting street presence, seeking out restaurants, shops, grocery 
stores and galleries to frequent. We’ll have a thriving neighbourhood, and in 
the end, it’ll all be worth it.

With this massive project, the lower-east downtown side of Toronto will 
change – dramatically. And for the better. We’ll survive and in the end – we’ll 
thrive. We’ve waited a long time to see the West Don Lands completed. Over 
the next few years, watching our area grow and get built up, just being able 
to see it all happen, is an adventure I’m personally looking forward to. I hope 
you are too.

Now all we need is a BIA!

Advertisement
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Community Mobilization Workshop
by Philip Stoop, CRBA board member

w w w . L i v i n g I n T h e G TA . c o m

I've lived in Corktown for over eight years, and I've
monitored the market shifts in the downtown East side
closely. I'm always happy to offer you my knowledge
and assistance if you're thinking of selling a property
or looking for investment opportunities.

CONTACT ME FOR YOUR FREE HOME EVALUATION

The Market's on Fire!
Thinking of Selling? Let’s Talk!

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

CORKTOWN REALTOR

DAVID MACLEAN
Sales Representative

416.637.8000

Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another brokerage

Advertisement

On November 21, the Toronto Police 
Service hosted a full day community 
workshop on various topics. 
Forensics, traffic services (impaired 
driving, pedestrian safety), Crime 
Stoppers, domestic violence, mental 
health and identity theft were among 
the main topics. It was an interesting 
day packed with information which 
will provide inspiration for many 
Corktown newsletters to come. For 
now, let’s focus on Crime Stoppers. 
We’ve all heard about them but many 
may wonder how they fit into the 
police world.

What is “Crime Stoppers”?
Crime Stoppers is a community 
sponsored organization that works 
in partnership with the public, 
police and the media. They deal with 
a wide variety of crime and safety 
related issues. Crime Stoppers is 
mostly known for operating phone 
lines where the public can submit 
tips anonymously. “Anonymous” is 
key to the concept – Crime Stoppers 
does not have caller-ID and the 
tips submitted over the Internet 
cannot be traced. This anonymity is 
guaranteed by the Supreme Court of 
Canada, i.e. it’s pretty solid. When 
you submit a tip you get a unique 
“Tip Number”. Then Crime Stoppers 
immediately routes all tips to the 
appropriate Police Service. Later you 
can call Crime Stoppers back and 
ask them for a status update, using 
your previously aquired Tip Number. 
Besides the tip lines, Crime Stoppers 
works with the media to inform the 
public about missing persons and 
unsolved crimes.

So what can you call Crime 
Stoppers about? Crime prevention. 

“Predictable = Preventable” If you 
know something bad will likely 
happen, give the police or Crime 
Stoppers a call. This includes 
situations where you feel somebody 
needs help. Victims of bullying, for 
example, can be assisted discreetly. 
Or a friend who’s starting drug use. 
One phone call can save lives.

Unsolved Crimes and  
Missing Persons Tips
Do your community a favour and 
always step forward with any tips on 
these topics. If you need anonymity, 
Crime Stoppers guarantees it.

Cash for tips
Some golden tips carry a reward, 
so there is a system where you can 
anonymously collect reward money 
from a bank near you. For example, 
calling in a tip that leads to an illegal 
gun being taken off the street will 

land you a cool (and anonymous) 
$500. Not bad for just a phone call. 

Who to call
911 is the emergency number. 
Otherwise Toronto Police Service 
(TPS) can help: call Corktown’s 
51 Division or the general non-
emergency number. If anonymity is 
required, simply call Crime Stoppers. 
Please keep the following contact 
information handy.

Emergency
911

TPS 51 Division
416-808-5100

TPS non-emergency
416-808-2222

Crime Stoppers Anonymous Tips
416-222-8477 (TIPS) 
or online at www.222tips.com




